Flannel Shirts 
LAST CHANCE! 




each in 
lots of 4 



FREE 
POSTAGE 

ON THIS ORDER 



• Classic Robust Colors, 

• Generous Full Cut 

• Masculine Two Pocket Styling 

• Luxurious fully lined yoke and 
honest details throughout. 

• 80% soft rich cotton 

• 20% high performance polyester 

• Extremely reliable No Iron 
Wash and Wear 

• Guaranteed long, long wear 

• 100% Lifetime Satisfaction or Full 
Refund of Purchase 
Price at Any Time! 

Order now! 
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#1 Bargain Place 
Jessup, PA 18434-1 834 
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81 Guys too] 




1-800-543-4810 
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Send 

purchase price 
plus$2>§^ 



TTlannpl ^hirtQ 1 -50 each in lots of 4 
x i a ii n ci k3iin i» 4 f()r 29 99 5 for 36 35 6 for 42 85 

HABAND #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, Pennsylvania 18434-1834 
flannel shirts. I enclose $ 



FREE Postage 



I 

GA add tax. 



On-Line Quick Order 



Imported 



Regular Sizes: S(34-36) 
M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) 
*Big Men Sizes ($1 more each): 
2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 4XL(58-60) 
TALL Sizes ($1 more each): LT(42-44) 
XLT(46-48) 2XT(50-52) 3XT(54-56) 



□ Visa □ MasterCard □ AmEx 
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WHAT 
SIZE? 


HOW 
MANY? 


EH BURGUNDY 






EH GREY 






EH LIGHT BLUE 
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Card # _ 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address Apt. # 

City & State Zip 

When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day we 
receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution. 



Have You Or A Loved One Suffered From 

MESOTHELIOMA 

After Working Around 

ASBESTOS? 




Mesothelioma has been conclusively linked with 
exposure to asbestos and asbestos-containing prod- 
ucts. Millions of hardworking men and women in 
the military that worked with and around asbestos 
and asbestos-containing products may be affected. 

If you or someone you know have been diagnosed 
with mesothelioma or lung cancer, you may be able 
to file a legal claim against the asbestos industry 
and collect significant financial compensation. 

CALL TOLL FREE 1 -877-VET-MESO 
(1-877-838-6376) 

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

MONEY DAMAGES 

Fleming & Associates l.l.p. 

1330 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 3030 
Houston, "IX 77056-3019 
www.fleming-law.com 

Lawyers at Fleming & Associates are licensed in TX with principal offices in Houston, TX and associate with experienced lawyers throughout the U.S. 



CALL NOW 1 -877-VET-MESO 
TOLL FREE 1 -877-838-6376 





Meeting the Challenge 

At the 90th National Convention in Phoenix, 
approximately 600 Americans took the 
oath of service - and Legionnaires pledged 

to support them. James V.Carroll 





Matt Keil 




latt Keil, who was hit in the neck by a sniper bullet during his second tour 
in Iraq, is now a quadriplegic. He and his wife, Tracy, a veterans advocate, 
are frustrated by the lack of a VA polytrauma facility in Denver. As a result, 
Matt must travel to Englewood, Colo., for treatment. Story on Page 26. seance 



publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.7 million members, 
dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national 
d orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 



POWERFUL ENOUGH TO PULL THE ENTIRE 
TRUCK INDUSTRY IN A WHOLE NEW DIRECTION. 



2009 5.7LHEMIV8 




1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 
Engine Speed (rpm) 

390 horsepower @ 5.600 rpm, 407 Ib-ft of torque @ 3,950 rpm (When properly equipped) 



Introducing the all-new 2009 
Dodge Ram 1 500 — the most 
innovative truck we've ever built. 

A NEW SMARTER HEMI® ENGINE. 

Borrowing from the world of 
Formula One racing, our HEMI V8 
now has Variable Valve 
Timing (VVT) for improved 
performance, efficiency 1 
and torque, resulting 
in the best 
combination of 
horsepower and fuel 
economy 111 ' 21 in its class 



A GAME-CHANGING SUSPENSION. 
AND AN ALL-NEW INTERIOR. 

Ram's class-exclusive 131 rear 
link-coil suspension design 
revolutionizes truck comfort. 
It delivers a smoother highway 
ride than a Ford or GMC truck 141 
without compromising payload 
or towing capacity. Plus the Ram 
1 500 now comes in crew cab size 
offering four more cubic feet of 
interior volume and 
room for up to six adults. 
Other advancements 



class-exclusive 131 in-floor storage, 
and the industry's only Lifetime 
Powertrain Limited Warranty. 161 





include uconnect 
web with instant WiFi, 151 



CATCH ALL THE ACTION AT 
RAMCHALLENGE.COM 

The all-new Ram is engineered 
to crush virtually every 
preconceived notion 
you have about 
trucks. Log on and 
watch it perform on 
the world's most 
brutal obstacle 
course. Dodge. Grab 
Life by the Horns. DODGI 




THE ALL-NEW DODGE RAM. NEVER BACK DOWN FROM A CHALLENGE. 

(1l Based on manufacturer's preliminary fuel economy estimates of 14 city to 20 highway mpg using EPA methodology. Results depend on driving habits and 
conditions. l2, Comparison based on 2008 model year full-size pickup competitive data versus the 2009 MY Ram 1500. l3, Based on Automotive News full-size 
pickup segmentation. l41 AMCI-Certified testing, 2009 Dodge Ram Crew 1500 4x4 5.7L vs. comparably equipped 2008 Ford and Chevrolet pickups; smooth- 
pavement ride quality at 55 mph; details at dodge.com. ^Subscription required; sold separately. [6l No deductible. See dealer for a copy of Limited Warranty 
details. Non-Transferable. Not available on SRT,® diesel vehicles, Sprinter, Ram Chassis Cab, and certain fleet vehicles. 



DIAGNOSED WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA? 





IT'S TIME TO RETURN FIRE. 
TURN TO FELLOW VETERANS. 



As former Marines and Sailors, 
we served together yesterday. As 
seasoned attorneys, we'll fight this 
disease with you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law firm have successfully 
represented veterans in Mesothelioma 
claims nationwide for two decades. 
We've helped them understand their 
rights — and secured millions for their 
families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience of shipmates 
who served with you. Contact the 
Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 
no obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 
Attorney at Law 




Dave Fanikos 

Harvard, 1985 
USMC 1986-1989 
Attorney at Law 



For free medico-legal information. 

Dial 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 



205 PORTLAND STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02114 
E-MAIL: INFO@COADYLAW.COM 
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Operation Landstuhl 

When The American Legion learned of 
a need at Landstuhl Regional Medical 
Center in Germany, its members were 
asked to raise $50,000 for the wounded 
at the hospital. More than $275,000 was 
raised within a month, and by the end of 
last year, more than $320,000 had been given 
to the fund. 

Not all donations were cash. A friend, Joe 
Natale, who regularly sends packages to troops 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, shipped five cases of 
chocolates to Landstuhl. Marie Shaw, a public- 
relations officer at the hospital, sent back pictures of 
our warriors diving into the sweets. 

The American Legion and folks such as Joe 
came through big time. I give The American Legion 
a hearty salute. 

-George J. Walton, Upper Darby, 




Pa. 



'Who We Are' 

September's "Four Pillars" 
package was excellent and 
gives us all cause for pause 
and focus. I respectfully recom- 
mend one clarification in 
Pillar I: A strong effort is 
needed to assist veterans in 
improving their skills in read- 
ing, writing and math. 

The U.S. Department of 
Education, in its National 
Assessment of Adult Literacy, 
points out that 30 million 
adults possess less than basic 
literacy skills. Another 60 mil- 
lion adults possess basic skills. 
Many are veterans. 

Unemployment, poverty, 
welfare and crime are heavily 
fed by low literacy skills. 

In addition to providing for 
their health, one of the best 
ways we can help assist veter- 
ans in succeeding in life is to 
help them improve their literacy 
and math skills. 

-Alan Archer, Grass Valley, Calif. 

Legionnaires all 

In the article "Post 911 
energizes West Coast" (Rapid 
Fire, August), John Raughter 
writes, "With its progressive 
politics, high cost of living and 



lack of military bases, San 
Francisco is not a place one 
would look to find the newest 
generation of Legionnaires." 

I object to this statement. 
Are progressive politics or a 
high cost of living anti- 
American Legion attributes? 
I consider progressive politics 
to be a description of true 
Americanism. I don't think a 
high cost of living excludes 
American Legion members. Are 
American Legion members 
supposed to be reactionary 
and low-income people? 

- Richard W. Madden, Rochester, N.Y. 

Old ladies? 

Our American Legion Auxil- 
iary Palmer-Roberts Unit 214 in 
Willoughby, Ohio, clips and 
sorts coupons to send to our 
adopted post in Germany. They 
are used in commissaries by 
U.S. military families. 

In a September Rapid Fire 
item, you quoted The Washing- 
ton Post as saying that "a small 
army of old ladies do their 
part in the war on terror." 
We are proud to do our part 
but do not like being referred to 
as "old ladies." We have many, 
many seniors helping with our 
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coupon program - some in 
nursing homes - but we consider 
them senior volunteers doing 
their part. 

I write this letter at the request 
by a veteran in a nursing home 
who is upset about the reference 
to old ladies, especially since his 
wife co-chairs our program - 
a program that since October 
2007 has sent more than 
$159,000 worth of coupons. 

- Martha C. Setlock, president, 
Unit 214 and District 9, 
Wilioughby, Ohio 

'The Safety Net' 

Nathan Bobay's letter opposing 
the draft (September) raises two 
questions: is the draft constitu- 
tional, and is it necessary? 
Among the powers of Congress 
- Article I, Section 8 - is the 
power to raise armies and a 
navy. Several court decisions 
have reaffirmed that the power 
to "raise armies" includes the 
power to compel military service 
both in peace and war. 

As to the Legion's obligation to 
"help keep our soldiers and 
fellow Americans out of war," 
Bobay evidently fails to under- 
stand that military service is an 
honor as well as an obligation at 
times. As a veteran of both the 
Korean and Vietnam wars, and a 
longtime member of the Legion, 
I would be appalled if The 
American Legion opposed 
honorable service regardless of 
whether the member was drafted 
or enlisted. 

Finally, Bobay seems not to 
understand that our nation 
works on the principle of civilian 
leadership. Our military serves 
in accordance with the political 



decisions of Congress and the 
president. Whether a conflict is 
"necessary" or "unnecessary" is 
not a judgment for soldiers. They 
may have a private opinion 
about a specific conflict - I have 
my own - but their duty is clear: 
to serve when and where they 
are called to serve. 

-JackKime, Maryville, III. 

As a U.S. Army veteran and 
patriotic citizen, I am perplexed 
at the thinking of one of your 
recent contributors who doesn't 
support a military draft. Many 
of our military volunteers 
are forced to spend two or 
three tours of duty in combat 
zones because of a lack of 
replacements. 

How many times has our 
leadership emphasized that 
terrorism is a worldwide menace 
that requires the full effort of 
everyone? More Americans are 
needed to back up our volunteer 
forces if we are to be successful 
against this threat. 

Sept. 11, 2001, should 
have been a wake-up call 
for all Americans to get on 
the bandwagon in fighting 
world terrorism. 

- Patrick J. Carrette, Peabody Mass. 

Supreme sacrifice 

Thank you for using the term 
"supreme sacrifice" on the 
contents page of the September 
issue, regarding National Com- 
mander Marty Conatser's visit 
to Normandy. The term "ulti- 
mate sacrifice" has slipped into 
our vocabulary and almost 
replaced the time-honored use 
of "supreme sacrifice" when 
someone is killed in combat. 



I encourage all veterans to ask 
ministers, chaplains and the 
media to correctly use the term 
"supreme sacrifice." 

- Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Past National Commander in Chief 
John Furgess, Nashville, Tenn. 

Flag apparel 

Thank you so much for the 
timely information about how 
to show "Respect for the Red, 
White and Blue" (July). How- 
ever, I've not been able to find 
in the flag code any mention 
of flag apparel. The only thing 
I can find is that "no part of 
the flag should be used as a 
costume or athletic uniform." 
I have often worn red, white and 
blue flag-type shirts on patriotic 
holidays, but if I am out of line, 
I need to know. 

- Marvin Wild, Moose, Wyo. 

Editor's Note: It is acceptable to 
wear red, white and blue "flag- 
type" items as long as they are 
not constructed from all or part of 
an actual U.S. Flag. 

'Cops Under Fire' 

I am writing about the "Cops 
Under Fire" article (August). 

I blame the courts for the way 
the country and police are today. 
The courts have put handcuffs 
on the cops and given badges to 
the criminals. You can call me 
old-fashioned, but I say let's 
bring back Judge Roy Bean. 

- Jim Storey, Deny, N.H. 

Correction: In the article "Masters 
of Disaster" (September), 
Emergency Operations Training 
Center Director David Nock 
was misidentified. 



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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TO HONOR VETERANS OF WWII, VIETNAM, KOREA, DESERT STORM, AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ 

UNITED STATES MILITARY 

WAR VETERAN BIRTHSTONE RINGS 



Featuring the Official Service Medals and Ribbons, The War Memorials, Service Branch Emblems and Your Personal Birthstones 





We proudly present our Official Veterans Military 
Service Rings as powerful reminders of the bravery 
and sacrifice made by so many Veterans during these 
terrible conflicts. The tops of each ring feature beautifully 
sculptured Military Service Emblems and two of your personal 
birthstones. The sides are sculptures of your War medal and 
ribbon in official colors, and your War Memorial or Service 
Branch Emblem. Each ring is custom-crafted in America 
using genuine sterling silver, richly detailed in 22 karat 
antiqued gold. 



CHOICE OF BIRTHSTONE: names refer to color, each diamond is genuine .05 ct. 



As a permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring will be 
^ engraved on the inner band with your initials and the 
year dates of your service. 

'Thank you" priced at a remarkably low $199*, an 
affordable payment plan is also available. Your satisfaction 
is guaranteed or you may return your ring within 30 days for 
replacement or refund - no questions asked. So, order yours 
today! ( Order by November 20 th for Christmas Delivery.) 
You have earned the right to wear this special ring. 
Iraq Ring shown with Army Emblems & Rubies 



YOUR CHOICE OF SERVICE BRANCH EMBLEM SCULPTED ON TOP OF RING. 






AIR FORCE 



COAST 
GUARD 










FREE FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1-800-255-3048 ^x/cmrfr ?n™* 

FLAG PIN Monday -Friday from 9am - SpmEST Have Credit cardand ring size ready when ordering. I^HYJrJYU?] . „. 

with every order. J J J r & J & FOR CHRISTMAS DELIVERY. 

' ORDER FORM 



Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Rings 
Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087 4599 

□ YES. I wish to order an Exclusive War Veteran Ring, with my 
personal birthstones, initials and year dates of service, check choices: 
□ WWII □ Korea □ Vietnam □ Desert Storm (not shown) 
NEWEST HONOR RINGS: □ Iraq □ Afghanistan (not shown) 

Service Branch: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine □ Coast Guard 



SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name 



Address_ 
City 



_State_ 



_Zip_ 



Initials Desired (3): 

Birthstone Month**(1):_ 



Service Yrs: 



Ring Size f (if known). 



to. 



Signature 



Phone # (_ 



I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments 

of $49.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 

f A custom ring sizerwill be sent before shipment to assure my correct fit. 



"April (Diamond Birthstones) add S 100.00 to first payment. 
* Plus S 14.9 5 for engraving, shipping, and handling. 
PA residents add 6% state sales tax. 

© ICM 2005-2008 These rings have been registered with the United States Copyright Office, as sculpture. 
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FOR MORE FINE MILITARY RINGS & WATCHES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM 



What we mean by pride and purpose 



There are two words that have always accompanied my travels as a 
Legionnaire and will continue to do so this year, as national command- 
er. They are "pride" and "purpose." 

You'll continue to hear this alliteration over the coming months 
because it succinctly states what this organization is really about. 
"Purpose" is what a devoted group of war-weary veterans felt when they 
came home from Europe 90 years ago, understanding that they had 
stood beside their comrades during combat in the trenches, understand- 
ing that they still needed to stand beside their comrades as they came 
home. Their fellow veterans needed them, just as ours need us now, and 
so they founded The American Legion. The purpose they felt then is 
with us now, 90 years later, and will continue to stay with us for genera- 
tions to come. The need to serve each other, our country and our 
communities is the essence of our long and successful place in America. 

That sense of purpose is fueled by the other "p" - pride. Indeed, we do 
take pride in the uniform we once wore. We take pride that we've 
chosen to continue serving our fellow veterans, our troops, and our own 
local communities. We take pride in our flag and all that it means. 

I will never forget the 90th National Convention of The American 
Legion in Phoenix, where I was elected to lead this great organization. 
The most unforgettable part of the convention was not a moment I spent 
on the stage. It was the Military Tribute to Service, the convention's 
mass enlistment/re-enlistment program conducted in the U.S. Airways 
Center, where hundreds of young men and women raised their right 
hands and took the oath of service in unison. That moment brought 
back memories and filled many of us in attendance with pride, the kind 
of pride we need to keep showing our troops. They need to know our 
support for them and all they are accomplishing is unwavering. 

We, as veterans and Legionnaires, can demonstrate that support by 
facing some serious challenges those in uniform are not yet thinking 
about. Congress made a big improvement last year by passing a record 
VA health-care budget, but VA's suspension of Category 8 veterans 
remains in place. Those with the greatest ability to assist in the cost of 
their own care - Category 8 veterans - should have access to VA health 
care returned to them. That's just one example. 

We need to increase the size of our armed forces because we have 
multiple challenges around the world that can only be met with a robust 
U.S. military presence. We saw the effect last year's troop surge had in 
Iraq. That move showed that when given adequate force levels, America 
can make profound progress and bring stability in nations vulnerable to 
terrorists and tyrants. For millions of people around the world, hope for 
freedom from such oppression relies on American strength. 

We must maintain the ability to find and destroy terrorists wherever 
they are - Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan or on our own soil. We cannot 
allow political timidity to stop us. To fail is to open the door to attack, to 
leave our children and grandchildren vulnerable and to let down entire 
nations that depend on our strength, our pride and our purpose. That is 
what The American Legion is all about. 




National Commander 
David K. Rehbein 



MEMORANDA 

BELT BUCKLE INCENTIVE: 

During the 2008-2009 
membership year, National 
Commander David K. Rehbein will 
award 100 Legionnaires with an 
American Legion belt buckle. 
Any Legionnaire who recruits at 
least eight new members into The 
American Legion will be eligible 
for the drawing. 

Twenty winners' names will be 
drawn from each of the five 
regions administered by national 
vice commanders. 

The certification coupon for this 
program can be submitted any 
time. Rehbein's Belt Buckle 
incentive will end on April 30, 2009, 
and the winners' names will be 
drawn during the National 
Executive Committee Spring 
Meetings. 

The submission form, along with 
information about Rehbein's 
other incentive programs, is 
available online. 

www.legion.org/members/ 
officers/nationalcommander 

Click on the "Belt Buckle Incentive 
Award" link. 
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If you carry 
this card... 



SOCIAL SECURITY ACT 

YOUR NAME HERE 

WtO&KCUUMWU&fl SEX 

00 0-0(^0000-0 

SEWmitCTO EHttTlrtWTf 

HOSPITAL (PART A) 
MEDICAL (PART B) 




You'll want 
this card! 

Join over 2.5 million* people who 
have already enrolled in AARP 
Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans. 



MEMBERSHIP ID 
NAME 



0000000000-00 
YOUR NAME HERE 



MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT COVERARP 



If you carry a Medicare Card, you'll want the 
AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan card 
available through AARP Health Care Options** 

The average person on Medicare could end up 
spending thousands per year out of their own 
pocket*** An AARP Medicare Supplement Plan, 
underwritten by United HealthCare Insurance 
Company! helps cover you for some of what 
Medicare doesn't. 

They're the only Medicare supplement 
insurance plans endorsed by AARP That's why with 
AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance, you nave a 
wide variety of plans to choose from, so you can find 
a plan that suits your needs. 

Call and you'll receive a FREE AARP Medicare 
Supplement Information Kit, including benefits, 
costs, limitations, and exclusions. 
There's no obligation. 

*Based on 2005 United HealthCare Insurance Company 
Enrollment Data. 

***Government Accountability Office (GAO); Report 
GAO-04-960, "Medicare Demonstration PPO's 
Financial and other Advantages for Plans, Few 
Advantages for Beneficiaries." Washington, DC, 
September 2004. 

ft United HealthCare Insurance Company pays a 
fee to AARP and its affiliates for use of the AARP 
trademark and other services. Amounts paid are used 
for the general purposes of AARP and its members. 



AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance 
Plans are: 

✓ Endorsed by AARPf f — the organization you 
know and trust. 

✓ Easy to use — choose your doctors, no referrals 
required, and virtually no claim forms to file. 

✓ Competitively priced — AARP group rates are 
competitively priced. Plus, take advantage of 
available discounts. 

✓ Customer-focused — our award-winning customer 
service staff will be happy to answer your questions. 



A /ll?D Health Care 
/l/lIVt Options® 



Medicare Supplement Insurance 



United HealthCare 
Insurance Company 



Call toll-free: 

1-866-296-2524, Ext. XB3 

www.aarphealthcare.com/XB3 
{aarp appro/ed) 



**AARP Health Care Options is the name of AARP s health insurance and service program. It is not the insurer. AARP 
contracts with insurers to make coverage available to AARP members, t Insured by United HealthCare Insurance Company 
(United), Fort Washington, PA (United HealthCare Insurance Company of New York [United], Islandia, NY for New York 
residents). Policy Form No. GRP79171 GPS-l(G-36000-4). United is not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. 
Government, the Federal Medicare Program, Social Security, or any other governmental agency. All 
certificates/plans may not be available in your state/area. In some states, plans may be available to persons eligible for 
Medicare by reason of disability. 

AS535 C(8/06) 



BIG ISSUES 



Lift ban on offshore oil drilling 




SUPPORT 



Rep. Michele Bachmann, 
R-Minn. 

■ Bachmann is a member of the 
Renewable Energy and Energy 
Efficiency Caucus. 




OPPOSE 

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore. 

■ DeFazio serves on the House 
Natural Resources Committee. 



American families are feeling pain at the pump. 
With gas and food costs off the charts, it's difficult 
for many to make ends meet. Congress must come 
to their aid now and allow the United States to tap 
into its own abundant energy resources on the 
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
to cut out-of-control costs. 

According to the Minerals 
Management Service, an 
estimated 88.85 billion barrels 
of oil are available on the OCS 
of the Pacific Ocean, Atlantic 
Ocean and Alaska. Sadly, 
80 percent is off-limits under a 
federal leasing moratorium. Coupled with addi- 
tional bureaucratic barriers to exploring these 
reserves, it would take an average seven years for 
an offshore platform to be in full commercial 
production. Congress can fast-track this process 
and relieve this energy crisis. 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the Democratic 
majority hold the power to schedule a vote on 
offshore drilling and allow for the United States to 
quickly bring this needed oil to the pipelines. 
Instead, Congress plays political games while 
families struggle. This is unacceptable. 

Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke esti- 
mates that a 1-percent increase in global supply 
could lower the price of oil by 10 percent. Offshore 
resources have the potential to increase global oil 
supply by far more than 1 percent, and modern 
technology makes it easier and more environmen- 
tally sound than ever before. Congress must put all 
options on the table. 

The United States has the ability to bring down 
the price of gas and enjoy real energy indepen- 
dence and energy security. But first Congress must 
step aside and allow further exploration of our 
own energy resources. The American people need 
it and want it. 



The price of oil and gas is weighing down our 
nation's economy and wreaking havoc with the 
household budgets of middle-class America. 
I believe we must respond with short-term, 
transitional and long-term actions to mitigate 
these suffocating prices. 

In the short term, Con- 
gress can reduce the price 
of oil by reducing market 
manipulation. It must close 
loopholes, provide for 
transparency and re-regulate 
the commodity markets. 
According to Wall Street 
analysts, these reforms would allow oil prices to 
drop by up to 50 percent in 30 days. 

We also need to consider natural gas as a 
transitional fuel. One program that utilizes this 
technology is the Pickens Plan. Developed by 
T. Boone Pickens, the billionaire oilman from 
Texas, the plan promotes a massive expansion of 
wind power and the substantial replacement of oil 
with more environmentally friendly natural gas. 
Many types of vehicles can be converted to run on 
natural gas, and 98 percent of the natural gas we 
consume is produced in North America. Further- 
more, we have 100 years of natural gas reserves. 

Over the long term, I support expanded drilling 
in the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska, which 
holds 10.6 billion barrels of recoverable oil. 
In 1996, Congress opened it up for exploration, 
and the federal government has leased millions 
of acres to oil companies. Despite the rapid 
increase in oil prices, the industry has only 
drilled 25 exploratory wells. 

We can moderate the current price spike with 
domestic production, but we can't stop there. In 
the end, we must use our technological advantage 
to foster renewable fuels, fuel cells and advanced 
battery technologies. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

Advocates say offshore drilling will help 
end U.S. dependence on foreign oil by 
allowing America to tap into its own 
abundant energy resources. Opponents 
say oil companies should drill on land they 
already lease from the federal government. 



CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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Rare Hoard of 100-Year-Old U.S. Gold Coins Released to Public 



ITU 



Just discovered hoard of U.S. $10 Gold Liberty Coins Now Available 



Our buyers just discovered one of the most significant 
European Bank hoards of U.S. gold in years. They 
secured 1,769 magnificent U.S. gold coins 
guaranteed to be over 100 years old. The 
vintage coins in this hoard represent 
dates ranging from 1866 through 
1907 that uniquely represent the 
history of our nation in fine gold. 

Uncirculated Gold Coins 
from the Past are 
Timeless Treasures 

Each of these $10 Gold 
Liberty coins is certified in 
Uncirculated Condition. As gold 
values have soared with unpre 
dictable oil prices and the falling dollar, 
you may never again have the opportunity 
to own these gold coins at this price. 
With the falling dollar, demand for these coins 
continues to escalate as collectors and 
investors scramble to scoop up U.S. gold 

coins for their pure gold content and scarcity. 
Certified genuine uncirculated U.S. 
gold coins have historical and numismatic 
value that bullion gold cannot match, making 
these coins even more attractive. 





Shown larger than actual size 
of 27 mm in diameter 



Don't Miss 
This Opportunity: 
Order Now! 

Consider that the num- 
ber of U.S. coin collectors has 
sharply risen to over 50 mil- 
lion today, you may never 
get a second chance to take 
advantage of this opportu- 
nity. Order now while 
our limited supplies last. 
Buy more and save! Due 
to our limited supply of 
these coins, we must issue a 
strict limit of 10 coins per 
customer. Why pay $599 or 
more for similar coins? Prices and 
orders subject to availability, so call 
today. Your satisfaction is assured by our 
30-day money-back guarantee. 



Order More & Save 





$ per coin 


shipping 


total 


1 Liberty Coin 


$649 


$15S&H 


$664 


3 Liberty Coins 


$635 


FREE! 


$1,905 


5 Liberty Coins 


$619 


FREE! 


$3,095 


10 Liberty Coins 


$595 


FREE! 


$5,950 



Call Toll-Free: 



1 -800-585-9240 

New York Mint, 5577 W 78th St., Edina, MN 55439 

Not affiliated with the U.S. Government 



ext. 2264 



© 2008 New York Mint 



LIVING WELL 



TESTING POSI+IVE 




NEW OPTIONS FOR DIABETICS 

The FDA has approved a new 
portable blood-sugar testing 
instrument for on-the-go 
diabetics. The device is called 
True2go and is manufactured by 
Home Diagnostics. As 
Business Week reports, the 
company calls True2go the 
"smallest blood glucose meter in 
the world." According to Home 
Diagnostics, the True2go glucose 
meter can provide results on 
blood-sugar levels in just four 
seconds with as little as half a 
microliter of blood. 



NATIONAL EXPANSION 

Research published in the journal 
Obesity projects that if certain trends 
continue, "86 percent of American 
adults will be overweight by 2030, 
with an obesity rate of 51 percent 
By 2048, all U.S. adults could be at 
least mildly overweight." 



FROM APPLES 
TO ZUCCHINI 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention Web 
site gives visitors an easy way 
to search for fruit and veggie 
recipes. Learn more: 
http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/ 
dnparecipe/recipesearch. 
aspx 




Medical myths deconstructed 



BY WILLIAM VASSALO 

Probably everyone remembers 
Grandma's threat if you went 
outside without your coat: "You'll 
catch your death of cold!" 

Or Dad's sage advice that if you 
swallowed gum it would bind up 
your insides. 

Pick that scab and get gangrene? 
Cross your eyes and they'll stay that 
way? Such scary notions are often 
taken seriously by children and 
sometimes haunt us long into 
adulthood. We've all been 
given unwanted wisdom 
by well-meaning adults, but 
how many of these sayings 
actually have merit? 

Not many, if any, according 
to the experts. 

Take the threat of swallowing 
gum. According to pediatricians, 
gum will not stick to a small 
child's ribs, a worry of most pediat- 
ric patients and their parents 
facing this problem. To calm their 
anxiety, good doctors tell them the 
sticky stuff poses more of a chok- 
ing threat. Gum does not digest 
but passes easily through a 
child's intestines. 

As for scabs, for some unexplain- 
able reason young children just can't 
leave them alone. My brother was 
one of those. How well I remember 
my mother, a nurse, warning him 
that he'd come down with a terrible 

continued on page 14 
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Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not intended to 
be, nor is it, medical advice. Readers 
should consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 
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Montage art 
revs UP THIS 
hand-crafted 
biker-styled 
Cuckoo Clock 

Features 
chrome-finish 
pendulum and 
chains with 
hanging "pipes" 





YES. Please reserve the Time of Freedom cuckoo 
clock for me as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



01 -04758-001 -E94991 

*Plus $15.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted t< 
295 crafting days. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. 
Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 



Exciting motorcycle- 
inspired CUCKOO CLOCK 
WILL GET ANY ROOM'S 
DECOR UP TO SPEED. 



collectiblestoday.com 

Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 

©2008 BGE 01 -04758-001 -BINP 




Clock case shown 
much smaller than 
actual size of appr. 
14" tall x 3" deep; 
28" tall with 
pendulum and 
"pipes.". 
Requires 2 "D" 
and one "AA" 
battery, not 
included. 
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from page 12 

illness if he kept it up. 

My mother's intentions, 
questionable as they seem, was 
her way of getting him to stop. 
She knew that picking a scab 
could result in scarring. 

Dr. Theresa Scholz, a derma- 
tologist in Colorado, says picking 
off scabs delays the healing 
process by removing the growth 
of new skin underneath - Moth- 
er Nature's way of regenerating 
tissue. This usually leads to 
more scarring. 

Medical practitioners today 
are taught to let a wound alone 
and allow a scab to form. 
Healing is enhanced by covering 
it and applying antibiotic oint- 
ment or Vaseline. 
• "Never go outside without a 




coat or you'll catch your death 
of cold" This old myth still 
persists despite medical knowl- 
edge that coughs or the more 
dreaded pneumonia are caused 
by viruses, not by going out 
without a coat or having damp 
hair. Researchers in Wales 
probed this question to settle it 
once and for all. In an experi- 
ment, they sprayed people with 
water and sent them outdoors to 
dry in windy weather. There 
were no ill effects - not even a 
hint of a causative relationship. 
• "If you cross your eyes, they'll 
stay that way" Researchers in 
ophthalmology long ago put this 
medical myth to rest. Some kids 
are born with weak eye muscles, 
a condition known as strabis- 
mus, or "lazy eye." But children 
with normal eyes, even though 
they may often playfully cross 
them, aren't likely to develop 
significant problems. 

• "If you don't eat carrots, you'll 
go blind." A person deficient in 
vitamin A can sometimes 
develop problems with night 
blindness. Carrots are loaded 
with beta-carotene, which the 
body converts to vitamin A. 

• "If you sit too close to a TV, 
you'll go blind." This saying 
originated before TV became 
family's primary form of 
entertainment. Actually, it's 
an old fable that sounds 



more ridiculous upon reflection. 
The truth is that sitting too close 
to a TV is not going to damage 
your eyes. The worst that could 
happen after watching for hours 
is having tired eyes. While 
medical experts all agree that it's 
possible to get eyestrain, the 
feared TV threat more likely had 
to do with radiation from early 
television sets. 

• "Don't eat any food that's been 
dropped on the floor; it has 
germs." It's never a good idea to 
eat any food that's been dropped 
on the floor or ground. And 
picking up any food outdoors is 
always risky because animal 
feces or dirt may carry parasites. 
Common sense tells us that any 
food that's been dropped, no 
matter where, potentially can 
make one sick. 

It's often said that if food has 
been on the ground fewer than 
30 seconds, it's safe to eat. Keep 
in mind this has never been 
scientifically proven. 

Here's another rule making the 
rounds that's more likely to be 
followed: "If you drop an olive 
on the ground, don't eat it; it 
could be dangerous. But if you 
drop a chocolate, go ahead." 

William Vassalo is a World 
War II veteran and freelance 
writer from Virginia. 



A healthy future? 



Federal estimates predict that health-care spending could double in the next decade, 
jumping to $4.3 trillion from $2.1 trillion, according to health-care news clearinghouse 
HealthDay. In fact, costs could consume about 20 percent of America's GDP by 2017. 

2007 2017 

Medicare $427 billion $884 billion 

Prescription drugs $231.3 billion $515.7 billion 

Medicaid $361.2 billion $717.3 billion 
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People with COPD breathe better with SPIRIYA. 



If you have a history of smoking and breathing 
problems, it could be COPD (chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease). COPD includes chronic 
bronchitis, emphysema or both. 

Ask your doctor about SPIRIVA, because it-. 

▲ Is the only once-daily, inhaled maintenance 
prescription treatment for both forms of COPD 

▲ Significantly improves lung function by keeping 
airways open 

▲ Helps you breathe better for a full 24 hours 

▲ Is not a steroid 

You are encouraged to report negative side effects 
of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda. 
gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see brief summary of full Prescribing Information on reverse. 



SPIRIVA does not replace fast-acting inhalers for 
sudden symptoms. Do not swallow the SPIRIVA 
capsule. The most common side effect of SPIRIVA 
is dry mouth. Others include constipation and 
problems passing urine. Tell your doctor about 
your medicines, including eye drops, and illnesses 
like glaucoma, urinary and prostate problems. 
These may worsen with SPIRIVA. If you have 
vision changes, eye pain, your breathing suddenly 
worsens, you get hives, or your throat or tongue 
swells, stop taking SPIRIVA and contact your doctor. 
For more information: 1.877.SPIRIVA or SPIRIVA.COM 

A SPIRIVA HandiHalef 

Make a habit of breathing better iS^ (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 




m SPIRIVA HandiHaler* 

(tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 

Spiriva® HandiHaler® (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 

Brief Summary of Prescribing Information 

FOR ORAL INHALATION ONLY 

DO NOT SWALLOW SPIRIVA CAPSULES 

INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is indicated for the long-term, 
once-daily, maintenance treatment of bronchospasm associated with chronic obstructive pul- 
monary disease (COPD), including chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 
CONTRAINDICATIONS 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is contraindicated in patients with 
a history of hypersensitivity to atropine or its derivatives, including ipratropium, or to any com- 
ponent of this product. 
WARNINGS 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is intended as a once-daily main- 
tenance treatment for COPD and is not indicated for the initial treatment of acute episodes of 
bronchospasm, i.e., rescue therapy. 

Immediate hypersensitivity reactions, including angioedema, may occur after administration of 
SPIRIVA. If such a reaction occurs, therapy with SPIRIVA should be stopped at once and alter- 
native treatments should be considered. 

Inhaled medicines, including SPIRIVA, may cause paradoxical bronchospasm. If this occurs, 
treatment with SPIRIVA should be stopped and other treatments considered. 
PRECAUTIONS 
General 

As an anticholinergic drug, SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) may potentially wors- 
en symptoms and signs associated with narrow-angle glaucoma, prostatic hyperplasia or bladder- 
neck obstruction and should be used with caution in patients with any of these conditions. 
As a predominantly renally excreted drug, patients with moderate to severe renal impairment (cre- 
atinine clearance of <50 mlVmin) treated with SPIRIVA should be monitored closely (see CLINI- 
CAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special Populations, Renally-impaired Patients). 
Information for Patients 

It is important for patients to understand how to correctly administer SPIRIVA capsules using 
the HandiHaler inhalation device (see Patient's Instructions for Use). SPIRIVA capsules 
should only be administered via the HandiHaler device and the HandiHaler device should not 
be used for administering other medications. The contents of SPIRIVA capsules are for oral 
inhalation only and must not be swallowed. 

Capsules should always be stored in sealed blisters. Remove only one capsule immediately 
before use, or its effectiveness may be reduced. Additional capsules that are exposed to air 
(i.e., not intended for immediate use) should be discarded. 

Eye pain or discomfort, blurred vision, visual halos or colored images in association with red 
eyes from conjunctival congestion and corneal edema may be signs of acute narrow-angle 
glaucoma. Should any of these signs and symptoms develop, consult a physician immediate- 
ly. Miotic eye drops alone are not considered to be effective treatment. 
Care must be taken not to allow the powder to enter into the eyes as this may cause blurring 
of vision and pupil dilation. 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler is a once-daily maintenance bronchodilator and should not be used for 
immediate relief of breathing problems, i.e., as a rescue medication. 
Drug Interactions 

SPIRIVA has been used concomitantly with other drugs commonly used in COPD without 
increases in adverse drug reactions. These include short-acting and long-acting sympatho- 
mimetic (beta-agonists) bronchodilators, methylxanthines, and oral and inhaled steroids. 
However, the co-administration of SPIRIVA with other anticholinergic-containing drugs (e.g., 
ipratropium) has not been studied and is therefore not recommended. 
Drug/Laboratory Test Interactions 
None known. 

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility 

No evidence of tumorigenicity was observed in a 1 04-week inhalation study in rats at tiotropi- 
um doses up to 0.059 mg/kg/day, in an 83-week inhalation study in female mice at doses up 
to 0.145 mg/kg/day, and in a 101 -week inhalation study in male mice at doses up to 0.002 
mg/kg/day. These doses correspond to 25, 35, and 0.5 times the Recommended Human Daily 
Dose (RHDD) on a mg/m 2 basis, respectively. These dose multiples may be over-estimated 
due to difficulties in measuring deposited doses in animal inhalation studies. 
Tiotropium bromide demonstrated no evidence of mutagenicity or clastogenicity in the following 
assays: the bacterial gene mutation assay, the V79 Chinese hamster cell mutagenesis assay, the 
chromosomal aberration assays in human lymphocytes in vitro and mouse micronucleus forma- 
tion in vivo, and the unscheduled DNA synthesis in primary rat hepatocytes in vitro assay. 
In rats, decreases in the number of corpora lutea and the percentage of implants were noted 
at inhalation tiotropium doses of 0.078 mg/kg/day or greater (approximately 35 times the 
RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). No such effects were observed at 0.009 mg/kg/day (approximately 
4 times than the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). The fertility index, however, was not affected at 
inhalation doses up to 1.689 mg/kg/day (approximately 760 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 
basis). These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring deposit- 
ed doses in animal inhalation studies. 
Pregnancy 

Pregnancy Category C. 

No evidence of structural alterations was observed in rats and rabbits at inhalation tiotropium 
doses of up to 1 .471 and 0.007 mg/kg/day, respectively. These doses correspond to approxi- 
mately 660 and 6 times the recommended human daily dose (RHDD) on a mg/m 2 basis. 
However, in rats, fetal resorption, litter loss, decreases in the number of live pups at birth and 
the mean pup weights, and a delay in pup sexual maturation were observed at inhalation 
tiotropium doses of >0.078 mg/kg (approximately 35 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). In 
rabbits, an increase in post-implantation loss was observed at an inhalation dose of 0.4 
mg/kg/day (approximately 360 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). Such effects were not 
observed at inhalation doses of 0.009 and up to 0.088 mg/kg/day in rats and rabbits, respec- 
tively. These doses correspond to approximately 4 and 80 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis, 
respectively. These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring 
deposited doses in animal inhalation studies. 

There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. SPIRIVA should be 
used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus. 
Use in Labor and Delivery 

The safety and effectiveness of SPIRIVA has not been studied during labor and delivery. 
Nursing Mothers 

Clinical data from nursing women exposed to tiotropium are not available. Based on lactating 
rodent studies, tiotropium is excreted into breast milk. It is not known whether tiotropium is 
excreted in human milk, but because many drugs are excreted in human milk and given these 
findings in rats, caution should be exercised if SPIRIVA is administered to a nursing woman. 
Pediatric Use 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler is approved for use in the maintenance treatment of bronchospasm 
associated with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, including chronic bronchitis and 
emphysema. This disease does not normally occur in children. The safety and effectiveness of 
SPIRIVA in pediatric patients have not been established. 
Geriatric Use 

Of the total number of patients who received SPIRIVA in the 1-year clinical trials, 426 were 
<65 years, 375 were 65-74 years and 1 05 were >75 years of age. Within each age subgroup, 



there were no differences between the proportion of patients with adverse events in the 
SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) and the comparator groups for most events. Dry 
mouth increased with age in the SPIRIVA group (differences from placebo were 9.0%, 17.1 %, 
and 16.2% in the aforementioned age subgroups). A higher frequency of constipation and uri- 
nary tract infections with increasing age was observed in the SPIRIVA group in the placebo-con- 
trolled studies. The differences from placebo for constipation were 0%, 1 .8% , and 7.8% for each 
of the age groups. The differences from placebo for urinary tract infections were -0.6%, 4.6% 
and 4.5%. No overall differences in effectiveness were observed among these groups. Based on 
available data, no adjustment of SPIRIVA dosage in geriatric patients is warranted. 
ADVERSE REACTIONS 

Of the 2,663 patients in the four 1 -year and two 6-month controlled clinical trials, 1 ,308 were 
treated with SPIRIVA at the recommended dose of 18 meg once a day. Patients with narrow 
angle glaucoma, or symptomatic prostatic hypertrophy or bladder outlet obstruction were 
excluded from these trials. 

The most commonly reported adverse drug reaction was dry mouth. Dry mouth was usually mild 
and often resolved during continued treatment. Other reactions reported in individual patients and 
consistent with possible anticholinergic effects included constipation, increased heart rate, blurred 
vision, glaucoma, urinary difficulty, and urinary retention. 

Four multicenter, 1-year, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. Table 1 
shows all adverse events that occurred with a frequency of >3% in the SPIRIVA group in the 1 -year 
placebo-controlled trials where the rates in the SPIRIVA group exceeded placebo by >1 %. The fre- 
quency of corresponding events in the ipratropium-controlled trials is included for comparison. 

Table 1 Adverse Experience Incidence (% Patients) in One-Year-COPD Clinical Trials 



Body System (Event) 



Placebo-Controlled Trials Ipratropium-Controlled Trials 



SPIRIVA 
[n = 550] 


Placebo 
[n = 371] 


SPIRIVA 
[n = 356] 


Ipratropium 
[n = 179] 


Body as a Whole 

Accidents 


13 


11 


5 


8 


Chest Pain (non-specific) 


7 


5 


5 


2 


Edema, Dependent 


5 


4 


3 


5 


Gastrointestinal System Disorders 

Abdominal Pain 5 


3 


6 


6 


Constipation 


4 


2 


1 


1 


Dry Mouth 


16 


3 


12 


6 


Dyspepsia 


6 


5 


1 


1 


Vomiting 


4 


2 


1 


2 


Musculoskeletal System 

Myalgia 


4 


3 


4 


3 


Resistance Mechanism Disorders 

Infection 


4 


3 


1 


3 


Moniliasis 


4 


2 


3 


2 


Respiratory System (upper) 

Epistaxis 


4 


2 


1 


1 


Pharyngitis 


9 


7 


7 


3 


Rhinitis 


6 


5 


3 


2 


Sinusitis 


11 


9 


3 


2 


Upper Respiratory 
Tract Infection 


41 


37 


43 


35 


Skin and Appendage Disorders 

Rash 


4 


2 


2 


2 


Urinary System 

Urinary Tract Infection 


7 


5 


4 


2 



Arthritis, coughing, and influenza-like symptoms occurred at a rate of >3% in the SPIRIVA 
treatment group, but were <1 % in excess of the placebo group. 

Other events that occurred in the SPIRIVA group at a frequency of 1-3% in the placebo-con- 
trolled trials where the rates exceeded that in the placebo group include: Body as a Whole: 
allergic reaction, leg pain; Central and Peripheral Nervous System: dysphonia, paresthesia; 
Gastrointestinal System Disorders: gastrointestinal disorder not otherwise specified (NOS), 
gastroesophageal reflux, stomatitis (including ulcerative stomatitis); Metabolic and Nutritional 
Disorders: hypercholesterolemia, hyperglycemia; Musculoskeletal System Disorders: skeletal 
pain; Cardiac Events: angina pectoris (including aggravated angina pectoris); Psychiatric 
Disorder: depression; Infections: herpes zoster; Respiratory System Disorder (Upper): laryn- 
gitis; Vision Disorder: cataract. In addition, among the adverse events observed in the clinical 
trials with an incidence of <1 % were atrial fibrillation, supraventricular tachycardia, angioede- 
ma, and urinary retention. 

In the 1 -year trials, the incidence of dry mouth, constipation, and urinary tract infection increased 
with age (see PRECAUTIONS, Geriatric Use). 

Two multicenter, 6-month, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. The 
adverse events and the incidence rates were similar to those seen in the 1 -year controlled trials. 
The following adverse reactions have been identified during worldwide post-approval use of 
SPIRIVA: application site irritation (glossitis, mouth ulceration, and pharyngolaryngeal pain), 
dizziness, dysphagia, epistaxis, hoarseness, intestinal obstruction including ileus paralytic, 
intraocular pressure increased, oral candidiasis, palpitations, pruritus, tachycardia, throat irri- 
tation, and urticaria. 
DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION 

SPIRIVA capsules must not be swallowed as the intended effects on the lungs will not 
be obtained. The contents of the capsules are for oral inhalation only (see OVER- 
DOSAGE section). 

The recommended dosage of SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is 
the inhalation of the contents of one SPIRIVA capsule, once-daily, with the HandiHaler inhala- 
tion device (see Patient's Instructions for Use). 

No dosage adjustment is required for geriatric, hepatically-impaired, or renally-impaired 
patients. However, patients with moderate to severe renal impairment given SPIRIVA should 
be monitored closely (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special 
Populations and PRECAUTIONS). 
HOW SUPPLIED 

The following packages are available: 

carton containing 5 SPIRIVA capsules (1 unit-dose blister card) and 
1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-75) 
carton containing 30 SPIRIVA capsules (3 unit-dose blister cards) and 
1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-41) 
carton containing 90 SPIRIVA capsules (9 unit-dose blister cards) and 
1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-47) 



^ only 



SV-BS (12-07) 
65626/US/3 

If you or someone you know needs help paying for medicine, I \^?U Partnership for (Hl^ B06hrifl§Cr 

call 1-888-4PPA-N0W (1-888-477-2669). Or go to www.pparx.org | Prescription Assistance N|||||k InSelllBim 



SPU00228 



SV45932 



Copyright ©2008, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved. (3/08) 



PROTEIN + 
VEGETABLES- FAT = 
BETTER HEALTH 

A report by the 
Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center in 
Seattle suggests that 
more vegetables, 
moderate amounts of 
alcohol, and low 
amounts of fat and 
red meat can lead to 
better prostate 
health. According to a 
study of 4,770 men, 
subjects who had 
alcoholic beverages 
were 33 percent less 
likely to develop 
benign prostate 
hyperplasia (BPH) 
than non-drinkers, 
and those who had 
four-plus servings of 
vegetables per day 
were 32 percent less 
likely to develop the 
condition than their 
counterparts who ate 
one or less veggie 
helping per day. 
Those with the 
fattiest diets were 
31 percent more likely 
to develop BPH than 
those with lean diets, 
Reuters reports. 



VA leads way in studying care disparities 



BY DR. JOEL KUPERSMITH 

Consider the following trends noted 
in the government's latest National 
Healthcare Disparities Report: 

• Low-income children are more 
likely than high-income children to 
experience poor communication with 
their health-care providers. 

• Older adults in the Asian commu- 
nity are 50 percent less likely than 
whites to be immunized against 
pneumonia. 

• American Indian and Alaskan 
native women are only half as likely as 
whites to receive prenatal care in the 
first three months of pregnancy. 

Experts have long observed dispari- 
ties in the health care received by 
different segments of the U.S. popula- 
tion. One of the biggest factors is lack 
of medical insurance; despite govern- 
ment programs such as Medicaid to 
help low-income adults and children, 
about one in six Americans lacks any 
form of health insurance. 

The reasons for disparities often 
go beyond economics and insurance. 
They can be complex and difficult 
to pinpoint. 

VA researchers lead the way in 



studying these issues. VA health care 
is generally seen as a "level playing 
field," where access to care has to do 
mainly with veteran status and not the 
ability to pay. Because financial 
barriers to care are minimized in this 
system, VA researchers are able to 
focus on other factors underlying 
disparities. They've studied patient- 
doctor communication and the atti- 
tudes of different racial or ethnic 
communities toward medical care, in 
general or with regard to specific 
procedures, and developed culturally 
targeted educational materials to 
ensure that patients are well-informed 
and able to make good decisions. 
They've also examined how family 
and social patterns affect veterans' 
abilities to care for themselves at home 
and stick with treatment regimens. 

By shedding light on the factors that 
contribute to disparities, VA research- 
ers are helping to improve care for 
veterans and all Americans. 

Joel Kuper smith, M.D., is chief research 
and development officer for the Veter- 
ans Health Administration. 



CRANBERRIES: A HEALTHY CHOICE ANY TIME OF YEAR 




Scientific research is 
revealing how healthful 
cranberries can be. Packed 
with antioxidants and other 
natural compounds, cranber- 
ries are a great choice for the 
health-conscious consumer. 
They're available in a variety 
of forms, including fresh fruit, 
juices, sauces and dried. 
Juices and sauces are available 
year-round, while fresh 
cranberries are generally 
available from September 
to December. 

The majority of physicians 
and other health professionals 
see a clear association 



between a diet high in fruits 
and vegetables and a low risk 
of chronic disease. Cranberries 
contain proanthocyanidins 
(PACs) that can prevent the 
adhesion of certain bacteria, 
including E.coli, to the urinary 
tract wall. Their anti-adhesion 
properties may also inhibit 
bacteria associated with gum 
disease and stomach ulcers. 

Health and nutrition 
research conducted on 
cranberries and cranberry 
products indicate they might 
act as an anticarcinogen, 
especially in slowing the 
development of breast cancer. 



Other research indicates 
cranberries slow aging by 
helping protect the brain from 
radical damage and subse- 
quent motor and cognitive 
function losses. Mouthwash 
containing cranberries might 
help reduce dental cavities. 
And ongoing research 
suggests that cranberries may 
actually offer a natural defense 
against atherosclerosis, a 
disease in which plaque builds 
up on the inside of the arteries. 

Those who long for holiday 
cranberries may benefit by 
making them a yearlong habit. 
www. cranberryinstitute. org 
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A Work in Progress 

NATO is still worth America's time and treasure. What it needs 
is a refined mission and greater commitment from its members. 



BY ALAN W. DOWD 

For the third time in a decade, NATO is tweak- 
ing its mission and membership roster in 
response to new challenges. The headlines from 
NATO's recent summit in Bucharest include: 

■ Formal membership invitations to Croatia and 
Albania, although Macedonia's invitation was 
deferred because Greece objected to the coun- 
try's official name; 

■ A promise of membership to Georgia and 
Ukraine, although action plans weren't offered 
due to concerns from France and Germany 
(which Moscow may have taken as a green light); 

■ An endorsement of the U.S.-led international 
missile defense system (IMD); and, 

■ A commitment to stabilize Afghanistan by 
sharing burdens and providing military com- 
manders with the tools, troops and flexibility 
they need to prevail. 

We've heard similar promises before. Past 
summits have trumpeted NATO's commitment to 
improve unwieldy command structures, develop 
new capabilities, and ensure that the International 



Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan 
"has forces, resources and flexibility needed to 
ensure the mission's continued success." These 
promises have not been kept. 

Indeed, after doing one thing - and one thing 
well - for its first 40 years, the alliance continues 
to be little more than a work in progress. Perhaps 
this is because the world is changing so fast - or 
because NATO's record of late is decidedly mixed. 

Caveat Emptor: Allies Beware. First, the good 
news: in 1999, NATO adopted a plan to stabilize 
Eastern Europe and "build an undivided conti- 
nent." That vision for post-Cold War Europe has 
been largely fulfilled. NATO offered security to the 
orphan states between Russia's receding empire 
and the West, smothered Slobodan Milosevic's 
wars, and gave Europe time to rebuild links 
sundered by the Iron Curtain. Thriving with free 
markets and free governments, today's Europe is 
unrecognizable from the one we knew in 1989. 
NATO deserves much of the credit. 
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750,000 Ampli-Ear Hearing Amplifiers Sold 



Now You Can... 



Hear Like 18 
Never Before 



Direct From The 
Manufacturer! 
Not $500 




ONLY 

$34-50 



The Nation's Very Best! 



Since the year 2000 - AmpliEar has been America's 
#1 Selling Hearing Amplifier. With 750,000 Units Sold 
all across the United States - AmpliEar has proven itself 
to be the Best, Most Reliable Hearing Amplifier in the 
World today - and as always UNDER $35! 

Now, in 2008, the Engineers at AmpliEar have 
developed an ALL NEW top of the line Digital Hearing 
Amplifier . . . aptly named the Mega AmpliEar. 

All new Digital circuity - and the Digital Enhanced 
Capacitor - amplifies sound like never before! American 
Research Institute testing rates the new AmpliEar a full 
100 out of 100 points for clarity, amplification and 
comfort! 

Yes! The NEW Mega AmpliEar is 100% adjustable 
(now designed to be adjustable for the smallest to the 
largest ear opening), fits both men and women - and 
is nearly invisible in your ear. So, end those embarrassing 
moments. Never apologize again for not being able to 
hear. Begin to: 

♦ Hear the QUIETEST Whispers 

♦ Listen to the FAINTEST Phone Conversations 

♦ Watch TV with the volume on LOW 

♦ CLEARLY hear conversations in a crowded room 



Trust AmpliEar Quality 



♦ Mega Comfort- 
Five silicone Ear tips 

♦ Mega Discrete- 
Mega Small size 

♦ Mega Power-Digital 
Technology Amplifies 
Like never Before! 



♦ Mega Value-Not $500- 
Just $34.50 Direct From 
the Manufacturer! 

♦ Mega Easy-Easy sound 
adjustment and Easy 
battery Changes! 




Try Ampli-Ear RISK FREE ! 
Easy. Simple. Honest. 

Try Ampli-Ear for yourself for an entire 
month. If you are unhappy for ANY reason 
. . . Just send it back for a Complete and 
Immediate Refund. No Questions Asked. 
Easy. Simple. Honest. 



The Darn Things Work! 

"I purchased two Ampli-Ears because 
someone came up with a hearing device 
that didn't cost an arm and a leg. What 
I did not expect is - that at that price - 
the darn things work!" - Mr. a.r. Racine, wi 



Order Online at: www.AmpliEar.com 




DELIVERY on All Orders! 



Send Order To: American Research Institute, Dept. AL-10 

773 Victory Highway, West Greenwich, Rl 02817 

*U YES! Please RUSH me (1) MEGA AmpliEar unit for only $34.50 FREE DELIVERY 
SAVE 15%: 2 MEGA AmpliEars Only $58.65 FREE DELIVERY 
SAVE 20%: 3 MEGA AmpliEars (have an extra on hand!) Only $79.00 free delivery 
Lifetime Damage Replacement Guarantee $5.95 per unit 

*U Bonus Deal! 500 Hours of Batteries Only $6.95! Postpaid! 

Super Bonus! Both the Lifetime Guarantee & the 500 Hours of Batteries 
Offer for Only $9.95! Postpaid! 

Wax Remover Please send me a wax removal kit to remove unwanted ear wax 
from my ampliear unit: Only $9.95 Postpaid! 

No Sales to Connecticut or Washington State Consumers Will Be Accepted. 

□ Check or money order enclosed 

□ Charge my: □ Visa QAmex □ MC □ Discover 



Card #:_ 



Exp: /_ 



Name: 



Address:. 



City: 



. State . 



Zip: . 



REQUIRED Signature: 

I am 18 years old or older and voluntarily sign this waiver which indicates that I do not wish a medical evaluation or 
test before purchasing the Mega-AmpliEar. I understand that The FDA has determined that my best interests would be 
served if I had a medical evaluation by a licensed physician who specializes in diseases of the ear, before purchasing 
the Mega-AmpliEar - or a test by a licensed hearing aid dispenser utilizing established procedures and 
instrumentation in the fitting of hearing instruments. 
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The alliance's Afghanistan mission is 
another story. 

Six years after NATO joined the battle for 
Afghanistan, the war-torn country is no longer 
controlled by the medieval Taliban and its al-Qae- 
da partners. The bad news is, it doesn't appear that 
Afghanistan is under anyone's control. 

NATO's 47,000 troops in Afghanistan are doing 
their best; regrettably, the same cannot be said of 
some of their governments. 

Some NATO members have been undercutting 
ISAF from the very beginning. This is partly a 
function of their inadequate investment in defense. 
In fact, only seven of NATO's 26 members have 
mustered the will to meet the alliance's standard 
of investing 2 percent of GDP on defense. 

The consequence: most NATO members have 



to hitch a ride with the U.S. Air Force or rent 
Soviet-era transports to deploy troops and equip- 
ment to Afghanistan. They lack helicopters to 
move within Afghanistan. They "are not trained in 
counterinsurgency," in the blunt words of Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates. And they aren't fulfilling 
their troop commitments. Alliance members 
contributed only 85 percent of the forces they 
pledged to ISAF in 2006. 

Not much has changed since then. In fact, 
Canada threatened to withdraw its 2,500 troops if 
NATO failed to provide 1,000 more troops for 
operations in Afghanistan's restive south. How- 
ever, Bucharest cajoled some allies into action: 
France is sending 1,000 additional troops, Britain 
is sending 800 more, and Poland is deploying 
another 400. 
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The Perfect Christmas Gift for the Man Who Has Everything 

No Rifle has More History than Paul Mauser's K98/ 

The First and the Best. Reliable, Accurate, Strong, and Powerful; dt& 
with controUed-round feeding, gas shield and gas ports, third safety 
lug, three-position firing pin-bloc king safety, and German steel 
Features still unsurpassed. Based on technical merits alone, 
this Mauser rivals new rifles at twice the price* 

Twice the Value, with its remarkable history. 
Involved in all major turning points of history 
in the first half of the 20th Century. 
It survived a long line of differing 
political administrations - 
from the Kaiser to Hitler. 
It hears original German 
markings, documenting 
it's production in 
WWII Germany 
or before. 




The Opportunity to 

get a K98k Mauser Ls Now! 

It's been over 60 years! 
They're not making any more. 

Ideal for Shooting, Collecting, 
and Preserving History, 



Get Yours Now with a 
Simple Phone Call, 



The Dueling Snipers at the Battle of Stalingrad 



Tlu 1 severe combat conditions and the role of the sniper in the Battle of Stalingrad (July '42 to 
February s 43) are realistically depicted in the film "Enemy at the Gates". The DVD is included Free. 



German 



Original German Sniper Rifle 
Mauser K98k ^2,995. 



BIX 




I 

We have a few Original 
German K98k Snipers* Collector Grade is 
shown* Presentation Grades are also available. 



This late-war scope has been factory overhauled 
to US standards. It uses the long-claw mount 
allowing the iron sights to also he used. 
Includes a desktop display stand, and Law's 
authoritative book on K98k Snipers. 



Russian 



Original Russian Sniper Rifle 

MosinM91/30 $1,495, 




The Most Successful Sniper rifle ever/ 
In the hands of Russian snipers like Vasily 
Zeitsev and Lyudmila Pavlichenko it became the 
feared grim reaper among the officers of the 
invading German army on the Eastern Front* 



Free/ $300 German Rifle Case is 

included with any Sniper Rifle shown above. 
This is a high-quality, high-tech, metal case 
that will properly protect your valuable, 
historical sniper rifle* 




2SL 



These sniper rifles are in exceptional condition 
with bright, clear optics and like-new bores . 

The optional Mosin Sniper Accessory Kit is in 

like-new condition- It includes: 
■ Original Bayonet serial numbered to the rifle. 

• Original Sling with leather attachments* 

• Two Dual-pocket Ammo Pouches. 

» WWII Dual Oil Can carries solvent and oil 

• Jag, muzzle guide and cleaning rod handle, 

• Mosin tool with firing pin protrusion gage. 

Mosin Accessory Kit, Only $295. 




Call Us Before It's Too Late/ 



800-274-4124 

Service Grade K98k Mauser $249 

Standard infantry model with standard WWII 
German markings* A strong service model with 
the marks of military service, Not pictured 
here. Cleaned, Inspected, fully functional, safe 
to shoot. Numbers may not match. 

Collector Grade K98k Mauser $ 399 

As Shown above, matching numbers on all six 
major components. Factory overhauled, preserved 
in military storage after the war* Bright bores. 
A Collector Grade model K98k in Beautiful 
Condition, with German codes and stamps. 
Most people buy this one, 

Special Mauser Collection $Call 

A Collector's Dream Collection: Mauser Banner, 
Spandau, Portuguese Crest, Polish Crest, Danzig 
Crest, among others. This rare collection will 
not last long. Best You Call Us Now! 



Don't use Dangerous or 
Corrosive surplus ammo 

For the Best in 
new production 
8mm Mauser 
Ammo, call Us. 

Hunting Ammo 
also available. 




Every rifle is carefully examined to assure 
safety, quality and function to US standards. 
American owner's manuals included. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed/ 



T. 



As on the 
History 
Channel 
Ask for 
the Video 



P.O. Box 9295, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
714-596-1013 Fax 714-848-7208 www.Mauser.org 



Major NATO deployments in Afghanistan 



United States 

Britain 

Germany 

France 

Canada 

Netherlands 

Poland 



30,000 

8,600* 

3,210 

2,515* 

2,500 

1,650 

1,500* 




* Includes additional troops pledged during 
the Bucharest Summit. 

Sources: The Economist, The Washington Post, The Globe and Mail 



But that only solves part of the problem. ISAF 
still faces a troop shortfall, and NATO still allows 
members with military forces in Afghanistan to 
opt out of certain missions. These "caveats," as 
they are euphemistically called, make it difficult to 
field an effective combat force - and strike at the 
very heart of the alliance's cohesiveness. After all, 
an ally that promises to help only when the guns 
are quiet is not much of an ally. 

Yet that is an accurate description of what some 
allies, such as Germany, are doing by steering 
clear of southern Afghanistan. Ask American GIs 
what "ISAF" stands for, and they are likely to tell 
you, "I Saw America Fight," or "I Sunbathe at 
FOBs" (forward operating bases, which are strong- 
ly fortified and generally safer locations). 

"We must not - we cannot - become a two- 
tiered alliance of those who are willing to fight 
and those who are not," Gates warned earlier this 
year, adding that such a development "would, in 
effect, destroy the alliance." 

The Will to Prevail. Perhaps the most 
disheartening aspect of the failure of major 
European nations to send more troops to 
Afghanistan - no strings attached - is the fact 
that NATO's European contingent fields some 

2.3 million active-duty troops and another 

3.04 million reserves. The United States, by 
comparison, has 1.4 million troops on active 
duty and less than a million reserves. 

In other words, it's a matter of will. As several 
retired NATO generals grimly conclude, NATO 
"lacks capabilities, and its constituent nations are 
showing a marked lack of will for it to prevail." 
The generals are so concerned that they issued a 
paper on the eve of the Bucharest Summit that 
called for sweeping reforms: 

■ Abolishing the system of "national caveats." 

■ Replacing consensus at the operational level 



with a majority vote so NATO can "take quick 
decisions in crises, when minutes matter." 

■ Limiting operational jurisdiction to those 
nations that contribute military forces to a 
mission. 

■ Imploring European governments to end 
"obstruction of EU-NATO cooperation." 

■ Calling on NATO to develop new ways to fund 
lengthy operations and retain the options of 
preemptive/preventive warfare. 

Along with these reforms, governments and 
populations need to renew their awareness that 
NATO is not keeping peace in Afghanistan, but 
waging war - a counterinsurgency war in one of 
the most hostile and remote places on earth. 

NATO's fighting forces know they're at war. 
After almost seven years in Afghanistan, NATO 
has lost hundreds of soldiers, including 552 Ameri- 
cans, 110 Britons, 87 Canadians, 22 Germans, 
16 Dutch, 14 Danes, 12 French and 11 Italians. 

NATO's Future and America's Security. Given all 
the headaches and half-measures, is NATO still 
worth America's time, trouble and treasure? Yes. 

From Kosovo to Kandahar, the past decade 
reminds us that alliance warfare is not easy, but 
preferable to fighting alone. The United States has 
not been alone; in 2002, NATO agreed to join the 
global fight against terrorism. Operations in the 
Middle East, Central Asia, Africa and beyond 
depend on NATO infrastructure in places such as 
Lakenheath, Ramstein, Aviano and Incirlik. As the 
reform-minded generals conclude, "There is no 
hope for the U.S. to sustain its role as the world's 
sole superpower without the Europeans as allies." 

NATO has added new missions - tackling 
cyber-defense and deploying missile defenses - 
and continues to shoulder old missions, such as 
stabilizing the Balkans and keeping an eye on 
Moscow. These missions are cumulative. The 
alliance does not complete one and start another. 
Instead, it continues to defend Europe, and pacify 
the Balkans, and fight the Taliban, and deploy 
IMD, and secure the vast reaches of cyberspace. 

In other words, the demands placed upon NATO 
are increasing - in Afghanistan and elsewhere. 

Those who say Afghanistan is NATO's Waterloo 
forget that equally dire diagnoses were made when 
NATO watched Yugoslavia tear itself apart in the 
1990s, when the United States deployed Pershing 
missiles in 1983, and when France withdrew from 
NATO's military command in 1966. (French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy has indicated his 
country may soon rejoin NATO's ranks.) 
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Full-color artwork across the 
jacket's back heralds the USMC 
defenders of freedom 



Wear it with Pride 

Slip into the warmth of the rugged USMC Leather Jacket 
and let everyone know your heart belongs to the Corps. 
With striking art of the American Eagle and the historic 
flag raising at Iwo Jima across the back, and the Marine 
Corps motto etched in gold on the chest, this is the classic 
black bomber jacket any leatherneck would be proud to 
wear. It's styled in a waist-length full cut with satin poly- 
ester lining and knit cuffs and waistband. Gleaming Eagle, 
Globe and Anchor zipper pulls on the front pockets add to 
the distinctive leatherneck look. 

A wonderful value with satisfaction guaranteed 

Available in four sizes, the USMC Leather Jacket is offered 
by the Bradford Exchange at the affordable price of $199*, 
payable in four convenient installments of $49.75 each, 
and backed by our 30-day money-back guarantee. To 
acquire yours, send no money now; just return the 
Reservation Application today. 




Sculptural USMC zipper pulls 
on the front pockets add to the 
rich leatherneck style 

Neither the United States Marine Corps nor any 
other component of the Department of Defense has 
approved, endorsed or authorized this product. 



collectiblestoday.com 

ie of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collect 

3 BGE Printed in U.S.A. 
01-04183-001-BIR 



RESERVATION APPLICATION 
THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 ! 

T H E ^^^^^^-° F COLLECTING' 

YES. Please reserve the USMC Leather Jacket for 
me as described in this announcement. I've circled my 
size preference below. 

Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 

M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) XXL(50-52) 

Signature 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Address 



Name (Please Print uieariy) 



City . 



State, 



-Zip_ 



01 -041 83-001 -E94991 

*Plus $14.99 shipping and service. Please allow 4 to 8 weeks after the first 
payment for shipment. All sales are subject to product availability and order 
acceptance. 



As historian Derek 
Leebaert has observed, 
NATO was always said 
to be in disarray. "Decade 
in, decade out," he writes 
in "The Fifty Year Wound," 
the alliance was forever 
"at the crossroads." Yet it 
has found a way to 
survive. The reason is 
simple: Despite all its 
shortcomings, NATO serves 
an important purpose for 
the United States. 

Since the Berlin Wall fell, 
NATO has evolved into a 
ready-made structure in 
which Washington can build 
military coalitions of the 
willing. These "alliances 
within an alliance" helped 
the United States liberate Kuwait, defend Saudi 
Arabia, wage war and keep peace in the Balkans, 
take down the medieval Taliban, and topple 
Saddam's regime. 

President George W. Bush sees NATO's mission 
in Afghanistan as the beginning of "an expedition- 
ary alliance." Some observers have even raised the 
prospect of transforming NATO into a global 
security organization. In fact, NATO has special 
partnerships with Australia, Japan, New Zealand 
and South Korea. 

Beyond Afghanistan, NATO is already at work: 

■ Along Europe's frontier. From the Baltic to 
Black seas, the alliance is patching up old 
wounds. NATO's invitations to Albania and 
Croatia, pending invitation to Macedonia, a 
16,000-man peacekeeping force in Kosovo, and 
entreaties to Serbia are proof of its determina- 
tion to make Europe whole again. And as 
Russia's thrust into Georgia proves, only 
NATO can stabilize Ukraine, Georgia and 
Europe's borderlands. 

■ In Africa. NATO is supporting African Union 
(AU) peacekeepers with training and transpor- 
tation, airlifting more than 31,000 AU peace- 
keepers since 2005. 

■ On the high seas. Built around a strong NATO 
core, the Proliferation Security Initiative is an 
ongoing naval interdiction operation that 
involves some 80 nations; it is committed to 
intercepting vessels carrying illegal weapons, 
ammunition and other contraband. Likewise, 
under Operation Active Endeavor, NATO navies 




A Dutch soldier guards NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, right, as he walks 
with Dutch Lt. Col. Joland Dubbeldam, center, during a review of NATO expansion 
preparations in Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan, in July 2006. ap 



patrol the Mediterranean to deter terrorist 
activity. To date, they have monitored 
81,000 ships, boarded 102 suspicious vessels 
and provided escorts to 488. 
■ In the Middle East. NATO has trained 

10,000 Iraqi security forces and plans to train 
Iraqi navy, air force, police and border-patrol 
units. It is providing Iraq with new equipment 
and developing what the alliance calls "a 
long-term relationship with Iraq." NATO is also 
helping Jordan with unexploded ordnance 
detection and removal. As Iran stymies the 
U.N. Security Council, it's not hard to imagine 
a scenario involving a NATO-led embargo, 
NATO naval interdiction operations and even 
NATO air strikes. 

In 1993, when NATO leaders debated whether 
to intervene in the Balkans, Sen. Richard 
Lugar, R-Ind., predicted that NATO would 
either "go out of area or out of business." 
The alliance heeded Lugar's counsel and 
cautiously intervened in Yugoslavia. Fifteen 
years later, it appears that NATO has more 
"business" than it can handle. 

To extend Lugar's metaphor, NATO's board of 
directors needs to invest more in human resources 
and training, acquire new equipment, and refine 
its mission, if it hopes to keep pace with the 
challenges of today and tomorrow. || 



Alan W. Dowd is a senior fellow with the Eraser 
Institute and a contributing editor for The 
American Legion Magazine. 
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Time travel at the speed of a 1935 Speedster? 



The 1930s brought unprecedented inno- 
vation in machine-age technology and 
materials. Industrial designers from the 
auto industry translated the principles 
of aerodynamics and streamlining into 
everyday objects like radios and toasters. 
It was also a decade when an unequaled 
variety of watch cases and movements 
came into being. In lieu of hands to tell 
time, one such complication, called a 
jumping mechanism, utilized numerals 
on a disc viewed through a window. 
With its striking resemblance to the 
dashboard gauges and radio dials of the 
decade, the jump hour watch was 
indeed "in tune" with the times! 

The Stauer 1930s Dashtronic deftly 
blends the modern functionality of a 21- 
jewel automatic movement and 3- ATM 
water resistance with the distinctive, 
retro look of a jumping display (not an 




full refund of the purchase price. If you 
have an appreciation for classic design 
with precision accuracy, the 1930s 
Dashtronic Watch is built for you. This 
watch is a limited edition, so please act 
quickly. Our last two limited edition 
watches are totally sold out! 



True to Machine Art esthetics, the sleek 
brushed stainless steel case is clear on the 
back, allowing a peek at the inner workings. 

actual jumping complication). The 
stainless steel 1 1 /2" case is complement- 
ed with a black alligator-embossed 
leather band. The band is 9 1 /2" long 
and will fit a 7-8 1 /2" diameter wrist. 

Try the Stauer 1930s Dashtronic Watch for 
30 days and if you are not receiving com- 
pliments, please return the watch for a 



Not Available in Stores 

Stauer 1 930s Dashtronic Watch $99 +S&H or 
3 easy credit card payments of $33 +S&H 

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer. 

1-800-859-1602 



Promotional Code DRW125-02 

Please mention this code when you call. 



Stxmv 



14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. DRW1 25-02 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 
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Rocky Mountain 
Runaround 

Colorado veterans are frustrated 
their high-priority VA hospital is still in limbo. 

BY KEN OLSEN 







i 




NICK ORCHOWSKI IS WHAT 
DOCTORS CALL A WALKING 
QUADRIPLEGIC. He was paralyzed 
from the neck down for months after being 
blown from the gunner's hatch of an armored 
Humvee when his convoy was ambushed between 
Baghdad and Sadr City. Three vertebrae were broken 
and a fourth was obliterated. Now, his spine is held together 
by two titanium plates, a bone graft and surgically fused vertebrae. 

Orchowski is grateful he's able to walk after surgery relieved the 
pressure on his spinal cord. His physical therapists and his family - particu- 
larly his father - have dedicated themselves to helping him rebuild muscle, 
regain balance and learn to move his legs again. His right arm no longer works, 
and hot weather quickly exhausts him. Orchowski and his wife have a 3-year-old 
daughter and are expecting a son. It's easy to understand why he hates traveling 
long distances for medical care. 

But if the 24-year-old Iraq war veteran and Denver-area resident needs treatment 
for his pinched spinal cord and mangled back, he has to go to Michigan, Florida, 
California or wherever else VA sends him. Instead of breaking ground on a desper- 
ately needed new hospital and spinal-cord injury treatment center this spring, VA 
again broke a promise to replace an aged and dilapidated medical center in Denver. 
Dr. James B. Peake is the third straight VA secretary to discard plans for new 
health-care facilities in the city. 

Many Colorado veterans are enraged. They say they were shut out of the deci- 
sion-making process and were repeatedly burned by VA, which in 2004 identified 
Denver as a city of urgent need for a new medical center. The urgency is com- 
pounded today, as thousands of young men and women come home from Iraq 
and Afghanistan with broken bones, missing limbs, traumatic brain injuries and 
post-traumatic stress disorder. In addition to that new wave of demand, more 
than 400,000 World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War and Gulf War-era veterans 
live in the region. 

"I don't understand why it's not done yet," says Orchowski, who was a military 
policeman when he was injured in May 2004. "Guys and gals went over, fought for 



26 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | NOVEMBER 2008 



our country, lost lives for our country, and now we're back here fighting the mighty 
dollar to figure out why we're not building a new hospital. VA is falling back on 
their commitment to support us." 

VA has talked about replacing its 1950s-era hospital for more than 20 years. 
Millions of federal dollars have been spent deliberating and drawing blueprints, 
without ever turning a shovelful of dirt. VA has twice walked away from less 
expensive propositions, including a 2000 offer of free land at the former Fitzsimons 
Army Medical Center and a joint venture with the University of Colorado Hospital 
(UCH). They would have shared in the building of a new inpatient treatment center 
at the Aurora site near Denver. UCH and VA were to share imaging equipment, 
operating rooms, laboratories and other costly equipment and services. VA would 
have had a separate outpatient clinic and other specialized-care areas exclusively 
for veterans. Buckley Air Force Base planned to use the new joint medical care 
center as well, saving taxpayers an estimated $1.2 billion over 20 years. The 
American Legion and other veterans 
groups endorsed the proposal. 

But in 2002, then-VA Secretary 
Anthony Principi rejected the plan, 
saying the $288.6 million pricetag was 
too high, and the shared hospital would 
make it difficult to maintain VA's 
identity. Principi insisted that VA 
needed a completely separate inpatient 
hospital. Two years later, the Capital 
Asset Realignment for Enhanced 
Services (CARES) Commission ranked 
the Denver VA Medical Center as one of 
three such hospitals in the nation most 
in need of replacement, and urged swift 
action. VA soon proposed a stand-alone 
hospital and outpatient care center at 
Fitzsimons, including a new spinal-cord 
injury center with as many as 50 beds. 

When Jim Nicholson took over as 
secretary, VA began looking over the available Fitzsimons land, which by then was 
rapidly disappearing. The Denver Children's Hospital and other medical groups 
rushed to join an emerging new health-care community. Congress balked at rising 
costs, by this time close to $621 million. The American Legion and veterans groups 
again rallied behind the plan to build at Fitzsimons, and Congress finally agreed 
to put up the funds. Colorado veterans believed their long-overdue health-care 
facility was in sight. 

That changed after Peake took over as VA secretary last December. In January, 
designers presented him with detailed plans for the new Denver VA Medical Center 
and estimated it would then cost $1.1 billion. Peake not only kept the finalized 
master plan quiet, he set aside proposals that would have reduced the cost and, 
essentially, ditched the idea in favor of a new and different partnership with the 
University of Colorado, the Denver VA's academic affiliate. Colorado veterans were 
not advised of the change when VA began cutting a deal to lease floors from an 
inpatient tower that is still on the UCH's drawing board. Veterans found out their 
hospital plan had been scuttled by reading the morning newspapers in late April. 

"We're trucking along, thinking we've got something, and we've got nothing," 
says Ralph Bozella, American Legion Department of Colorado past commander. 
"VA is like Lucy and we're like Charlie Brown, and they keep inviting us to run 
and kick the football." 




American Legion Past 
National Commander 
Thomas L Bock wields 
a shovel at a meeting 
to discuss VA's delays in 
building a new medical 

center in Denver. Sean Crosier 
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Amish mantle and miracle invention 
help home heat bills hit rock bottom 

Miracle heaters being given away free with orders for real Amish fireplace mantles to announce the invention 
that help slash heat bills, but Amish craftsmen under strain of early Christmas rush forces household limit of 2 

Save money: only uses about 8$ electric an hour; so turn down your thermostat and never be cold again 

■ 



By Mark Woods 
Universal Media Syndicate 



Ml 



(UMS) Everyone hates 
high heat bills. But we're 
all sick and tired of simply 
turning down the thermo- 
stat and then being cold. 

Well now, the popular 
HEAT SURGE® miracle 
heaters are actually being 
given away free to the gen- 
eral public for the next 7 
days starting at precisely 
8:00 a.m. today. 

The only thing local 
readers have to do is call 
the National Distribution 
Hotline before the 7- day 
deadline with their order 
for the handmade Amish 
Fireplace Mantle. Everyone 
who does is instantly being 
awarded the miracle heater 
absolutely free. 

This is all happening to 
announce the HEAT SURGE 
Roll-n-Glow® Fireplace 
which actually rolls from 
room-to-room so you can 
turn down your thermostat 
and take the heat with you 
anywhere. That way, every- 
one who gets them first can 
immediately start saving on 
their heat bills. 

Just in time for winter 
weather, portable Amish 
encased fireplaces are being 
delivered directly to the 
doors of all those who beat 
the deadline. 

These remarkable fire- 
places are being called a 
miracle because they have 
what's being called the 'Fire- 
less Flame' patented tech- 
nology that gives you the 
peaceful flicker of a real 
fire but without any flames, 
fumes, smells, ashes or 





m 






ill 




GENUINE AMISH MANTLES MADE IN THE USA: Everyone wants to save money on heat bills 
this winter, so entire Amish communities are working from the crack of dawn to finish. These fine 
real wood Amish made fireplace mantles are built to last forever. The oak mantle is a real steal at 
just two hundred ninety-eight dollars because all those who beat the order deadline by calling the 
National Hotline at 1-800-918-4312 to order the fireplace mantles are actually getting the import- 
ed hi-tech Fireless Flame HEAT SURGE miracle heaters for free. 



mess. Everyone is getting 
them because they require 
no chimney and no vent. You 
just plug them in. 

The Fireless Flame looks 
so real it amazes everybody 
because it has no real fire. 
So what's the catch? Well, 
soft spoken Amish crafts- 
men who take their time 
hand building the mantles 
have a process that forces a 
strict household limit of 2 to 
keep up with orders. 

"We can barely keep up 
ever since we started giv- 
ing heaters away free. With 
winter just around the cor- 
ner, everyone's trying to get 
them. Amish craftsmen are 
working their fingers to the 



bone to be sure everyone 
gets their delivery in time 
for Christmas," confirms 
Timothy Milton, National 
Shipping Director. 

"These portable Roll-n-Glow 
Fireplaces are the latest 
home decorating sensa- 
tion. They actually give you 
a beautifully redecorated 
room while they quickly heat 
from wall to wall. It's the 
best way to dress up every 
room, stay really warm and 
slash your heat bills all at 
the same time," says Josette 
Holland, Home Makeover 
Expert. 

And here's the best part. 
Readers who beat the 
7-day order deadline are 



getting their imported hi- 
tech miracle heaters free 
when encased in the Amish 
built real wood fireplace 
mantles. The mantles are 
being handmade in the USA 
right in the heart of Amish 
country where they are 
beautifully hand-rubbed, 
stained and varnished. 

You just can't find custom 
made Amish mantles like 
this in the national chain 
stores. That makes the oak 
mantle a real steal for just 
two hundred ninety-eight 
dollars since the entire 
cost of the miracle heater 
is free. 

This free giveaway is the 
best way to slash heating 
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HJEAT SURGE® 
Fireless Flame 



How It Works: The HEAT SURGE 
miracle heater is a work of engineer- 
ing genius from the China coast so 
advanced, you simply plug it into 
any standard wall outlet. It uses only 
about 8$ of electric an hour. Yet, it 
produces up to an amazing 5,119 
BTU's. An on board Powerful hi-tech 
heat turbine silently forces hot air out 
into the room so you feel the bone 
soothing heat instantly. It even has 
certification of Underwriters Lab- 
oratories coveted UL listing. It also 
comes with a limited full year replace- 
ment or money back warranty plus a 
30-Day Satisfaction Guarantee. 



<S> 




LISTED 

Hot air 
.comes out 
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cold njr 



How to get 2 free heaters 

The National Toll Free Hotlines are now open. All those who beat the 7-day order 
deadline to cover the cost of the Amish made Fireplace Mantle and shipping get the 
HEAT SURGE miracle heater free. 



A strict limit of 2 per household has 
been imposed. Since some home wood- 
workers want to build their own mantle 
piece, they are letting people get the 
imported miracle heater alone for just 
$ 249. Or, with the Amish made mantle 
you get the miracle heater free. 

Use the map below to locate the 
weather zone you live in and call the 
Hotline number for your zone. 





Claim Code: FP4988 



■ ON THEIR WAY: Early Christmas 
orders have turned country roads into 
pipelines to the big city delivery system. 
Everybody wants a fireplace that comes 
fully assembled with a handmade Amish 
mantle in oak or cherry finish and gets 
delivered by truck right to your door. All 
you do is plug it in. 



EVERYONE LIVING IN THE 

Frigid Zone: 1 

START CALLING AT 
8:00 A.M. TODAY 
1-800-918-4312 



EVERYONE LIVING IN THE 

Cold Zone: 2 

START CALLING AT 
8:30 A.M. TODAY 
1-800-716-2513 



EVERYONE LIVING IN THE 

Frost Zone: 3 

START CALLING AT 
9:00 A.M. TODAY 
1-800-695-3077 

©2008 HEAT SURGE P4275A OF5920R-1 



bills and stay warm this 
fall and winter. The HEAT 
SURGE Roll-n-Glow Fire- 
place gives you zone heat- 
ing and all the beauty and 
warmth of a built-in fireplace 
but rolls from room-to-room 
so it can also save you a ton 
of money on heating bills. 

Even people in California 
and Florida are flocking to 
get them so they may never 
have to turn on their furnace 
all winter. And since it uses 
only about 8 cents of electric 



an hour the potential savings 
are absolutely incredible. 

"We are making sure no 
one gets left out, but you 
better hurry because entire 
communities of Amish 
craftsmen are straining to 
keep up with demands. For 
now, we are turning away 
all dealers in order to let 
readers have two per house- 
hold just as long as they call 
before the deadline," con- 
firms Milton. 

It's a really smart decision 



to get two right now because 
for only the next 7 days you 
get both miracle heaters 
free. That's like putting five 
hundred bucks right in your 
pocket and you can save even 
more money on your month- 
ly heating bills. 

"Everyone's calling to get 
one but those who are getting 
their Christmas shopping 
done early are surprising 
the whole family by get- 
ting two. So when lines are 
busy keep trying or log onto 



amishfireplaces.com. We 
promise to get to every call. 
Then we can have a deliv- 
ery truck out to your door 
right away with your beauti- 
ful Heat Surge Roll-n-Glow 
Fireplace," Milton said. 

"You'll instantly feel bone 
soothing heat in any room. 
You will never have to be 
cold again," he said. 



On the worldwide web: 
www.amishfireplaces.com 



Rolls anywhere to throw an instant heat wave with no chimney, no vents, no wood and no smoke 




■ EASILY ROLLS ANY- 
WHERE: This is the portable 
Roll-n-Glow® Fireplace that 
easily rolls from bedroom to 
living room to keep you warm. 
No vents, no chimney and no 
tools. Just plug it in. 



■ SAVES ON BILLS: Every 
one can get low bills and 
stay warm and cozy. The 
new Roll-n-Glow Fireplace 
saves a ton of money and 
makes your front room look 
like a million bucks. 



■ SAFE: The Fireless Flame 
looks so real it fools every- 
body but there is no real fire. 
That makes the flame safe to 
the touch. It's where the kids 
will play and the cat and dog 
will sleep. 



■ FREE: Get this $ 249 mira- 
cle heater free. It is being giv- 
en away free to all who beat the 
7-day order deadline for your 
choice of the oak or cherry finish 
Amish Mantles. The free heater 
comes already encased. 



Maintenance and upgrades to keep the current Denver VA Medical Center 
operating have soaked up about $52 million just since 2004, with an estimated 
$23 million in additional work yet to be completed. Meanwhile, VA has spent 
$56 million acquiring property at Fitzsimons and another $5.4 million on site 
studies, road design, utility design and other paperwork. VA still needs some 
$568 million for its latest construction plan, plus another $140 million to lease 
hospital space from UCH for 20 years, according to its own estimates. All of this 
does not include the cost of developing the other two hospital proposals. 

Bottom line: VA easily could have built a world-class hospital, outpatient clinic 
and spinal-cord injury center for far less money if it had taken the free land and 
gone to work nearly a decade ago. 



Vietnam War veteran 
Artie Guerrero 
remembers when a 
20-bed ward had to 
accommodate about 
70 veterans at VA's 
medical facilities in 

Denver. Sean Crosier 



VIETNAM WAR VETERAN ARTIE GUERRERO has long predicted that VA 
wouldn't make good on its promise to build a new Denver medical center. So he is 
not surprised by the latest setback. "When I came back to Fitzsimons from Viet- 
nam, they put 70 of us in a 20-bed ward," Guerrero says. "It started from there. 
This country can afford to fix a toilet 400 miles up in space. But we can't take care 
of our veterans." 

Sen. Ken Salazar, D-Colo., and Rep. Ed Perlmutter, D-Colo., are furious with 
Peake's decision to cancel plans for the stand-alone hospital. In a July 14 letter, 
they questioned whether or not VA purposely withheld key information and 

demanded an end to negotiations to simply lease space from 
UCH. They also questioned VA's failure to disclose that it had 
already spent $4 million designing the stand-alone hospital 
and spinal-cord center that CARES recommended. 

VA appears to be pressing ahead with the new plan any- 
way. But Peake is sensitive to the backlash. He dispatched 
Deputy VA Secretary Gordon Mansfield to Denver in July to 
try to smooth things out, and his staff has actively courted 
key congressional aides. Peake also wrote a detailed letter to 
Salazar and Perlmutter, explaining his decision. 

Among other things, Peake says he will use some of the 
money saved by not building a new VA hospital to construct 
more community-based outpatient clinics around Colorado. 
"You can do so much more now in an ambulatory-care environment," Peake told 
The American Legion Magazine in late August. "The demographics are changing. 
When you build something now - if you look traditionally - it's going to be 
there for 50 years. (A new inpatient hospital) is not what we are going to need 
in 50 years." 

That does not mean, however, that VA is averse to building new medical centers 
in veteran-growth areas around the country. "We are building a place in Las Vegas 
because veterans are still going there," Peake said. "The population is growing. 
Orlando - veterans are going there. Denver - they're not. The population is going to 
come down; it's not going to be there in 20 or 30 years. So, we won't need that 
many beds. Denver itself is going to grow but not with veterans, unless something 
really changes." 

Part of Peake's plan called for reducing the 50-bed spinal-cord injury center to no 
more than 30 beds - 12 in the leased hospital space and 18 in a nursing home-style 
building VA calls a restorative care center. "The number of truly severely injured 
veterans (from Iraq and Afghanistan) is very small," says Glen Gripper, VISN 19 
director. "We have the inpatient facilities to take care of them." 

Matt Keil, a quadriplegic who was shot in the neck by a sniper during his second 
tour in Iraq, is outraged by VA's argument to expand outpatient services at the 
expense of a hospital VA itself described as a critical need in 2004. "Do we want 
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HON NOTICE 



I'm Erin Brockovich... 
the real Erin Brockovich! 

I've seen the harm big corporations can 
do, with workers who, thirty years later, 
have developed Mesothelioma and Lung 
Cancer, through no fault of their own. 

For over 20 years, Weitz & Luxenberg has 
taken on these corporations and won 
billions of dollars in verdicts and 
settlements for their clients, composed of 
individuals from all 50 states. 

I know them, I've worked with them, and 
I trust them! 

If you've been occupational^ exposed to 
asbestos and have an asbestos-related 
disease, give Weitz & Luxenberg a 
call today at 1 -888-41 l-LAWS (5297) 
— it will be in your best interests. 

Erin 




UXENBERG 



RC. 



POLLUTANTS • DRUGS • ACCIDENTS • INJURIES 



180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038 

1.888.41 l.LAWS • www.weitzlux.com 



Future verdicts or settlements cannot be predicted from prior results. We may associate with local firms in states wherein 
we do not maintain an office. • Ms. Brockovich appears as a paid, non-lawyer endorser. 




Mat t Keil was shot in 
combat by a sniper; as 
a quadriplegic, he says 

he would benefit 
greatly from a new VA 

medical center in 
Denver. His wife, Tracy 
is a longtime veterans 

advocate. Sean Crosier 



one really great place for medical care here in Denver or marginal improvement 
across the state?" Keil asks. "Why is that OK? Do they get to say, 'I'm sorry we took 
what you deserve off the table, and now you get this'?" 

Keil's wife, Tracy, is a veterans advocate and deeply involved in her husband's 
care; she shares her husband's frustration. "There is no polytrauma center in the 
middle of the country," she says. "We need a polytrauma center around Denver." 
She says such a center should be modeled after Craig Hospital, a private rehabilita- 
tion center in Englewood, Colo., where Keil was 
treated after he began seeking care outside VA. 

Peake argues that technological advances in 
outpatient care and specialty medical centers 
make a new inpatient hospital unnecessary. 
That same mantra was often recited in the 
mainstream health-care industry in the 1990s 
but was abandoned after hospitals realized that 
aging baby boomers were creating unprecedent- 
ed inpatient demand. 

"Every hospital in the metro area is grow- 
ing, not shrinking," says American Legion 
Past National Commander Thomas L. Bock 
of Aurora, Colo. "So how is it that VA thinks 
its patient population is going to shrink? 
Are they assuming there aren't going to be 
any more wars and, magically, kids won't 
need health care?" 

A "hospital within a hospital" is a term Peake uses to describe leasing floors in 
the future UCH inpatient tower. "This is going to be the most beautiful VA footprint 
you've ever seen," Peake said in August. "It's right on the light rail. It will be a 
tremendous ambulatory environment. We want to build the parking into it, so that 
we have adequate parking for the first time. We want to be on the campus there 
(with) our academic partners." 

Colorado veterans say the proposal fails to recognize that veterans have different 
health-care needs from others, says Luan Jones, who struggles to help a 30-year-old 
family friend get treatment for the severe PTSD he acquired in Iraq. The friend 
greatly fears crowded hallways and intense downtown traffic. It's nearly impossible 
to get him to seek care in the aging Denver VA Medical Center. 

"If you lease a couple of floors in a new hospital, it's doing the same thing to 
veterans they are doing at the downtown hospital," Jones says. "Should we really 
let them run these guys with PTSD through a gantlet of people every time they go 
for treatment? This sort of stress greatly exacerbates their medical condition." 

Adding yet another level of uncertainty: a new VA secretary will take office in 
January. Today's plan could be scrapped or revised, further delaying action. 
Colorado Legionnaires hope the new secretary will revive plans for a new Denver 
VA Medical Center. 

Veterans say they are more than willing to help VA find ways to save construc- 
tion costs. One idea they suggest is that VA build a new inpatient hospital and lease 
a couple of floors to UCH. Bock and other veterans say they will take their own 
shovels to Fitzsimons and start building a new hospital on their own, if something 
doesn't happen immediately. 

Meanwhile, veterans are left feeling ignored. "We've got all of the money to send 
them over there to fight," Jones says. "But we've got nothing to take care of them 
once they return." || 



Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The American Legion Magazine. 
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With honor and bravery they 
helped forge our nation! 



Great Battles 
of the 
Civil War 



Starting April 30, 1863, in Spotsylvania County, 
Virginia, over 133,000 Union soldiers engaged 
the vastly outnumbered Confederate army of 
nearly 61,000 in what would be called the 
Battle of Chancellorsville. And on the night of 
May 6, when the beaten Union army retreated 
across the Rappahannock River, over 30,000 
gallant men on both sides had given their ( ^ 
full, final measure ... and it had given 
General Robert E. Lee and the South a , 
stunning victory. Now, Hawthorne . > 

proudly presents the Great Battles of the 
Civil War. The brave soldiers and com- //^ 
manders who fought — and helped 
forge our young nation — come vividly 
to life in a three-dimensional mas- 
terpiece. Entirely handcrafted and 
hand-painted, the Great Battles of v /'^ 
the Civil War features 10 dramatic ^ \ . ' 
scenes taken from the pages of (Bt "**5^'W 
history and over 25 authentically*!* /iKSbLJj 
detailed figurines. ■ fc - , 7; 

Exceptional Value. i * « 
Order today! 

r — * C 0 

This Hawthorne exclusive | u> 

is yours for only $135.00, 

payable in 4 easy install- ^t^^B^t /■ 
ments of just $33.75% tK^ I I 

the first due before / / I 

shipment. Orders #A 
will be taken on a ' 
First come, First 

served basis ffiflll \* 

and only 5,000 ^PP?^ / 

will ever be 
produced 
with a limit 
of only one 
per customer. 
Send no money 
now. Just mail the 
attached coupon today! 

Shown smaller than actual size of 15" tall. 







An impressive 15 M 
high with 10 
powerfully 
dramatic scenes, 
over 25 
authentically 
detailed figurines 
* and the roaring 
1 ^ sounds of the 
J M Civil War! 
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Exclusively from 
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Legionnaires credited for troop and mission support at 90th National Convention. 



BY STEVE BROOKS 

During the summer of 2007, Marty Conatser 
had the opportunity to visit U.S. troops 
stationed in Iraq. While there, he received 
a challenge coin from Gen. David Petraeus. 
The day he was elected American Legion national 
commander for 2007-2008, Conatser presented 
the coin as a challenge to the entire American 
Legion family to continue its support of the 
U.S. military mission in Iraq. 

A year later, at the 90th National Convention in 
Phoenix Aug. 22-28, Conatser and a series of 
prominent guest speakers pointed out that the 
Legion family stepped up and met the challenge. 

"The coin represented his challenge to not let 
our soldiers be forgotten," Conatser said from the 
podium of the Phoenix Convention Center, his 
voice choked with emotion. 
Tm glad to say you didn't do 
that. You did a great job." 

Conatser's words echoed 
those of presidential candi- 
dates John McCain and 
Barack Obama, Vice Presi- 
dent Dick Cheney, Marine 
Corps Commandant James T. 
Conway and many others 
who addressed thousands of 
convention delegates. The 
Legion's tireless efforts on 
behalf of veterans, children 
and youth, along with the 
generosity of its members, 
also were praised during the convention. 

Conatser pointed specifically to successful 
Legion lobbying efforts to pass a new, improved 
GI Bill. "Rep. Chet Edwards recently said, 'Passing 
this historic new GI Bill into law could not have 
happened without the dedicated efforts of The 
American Legion,'" Conatser said. "It's because of 
the phone calls you made, letters you wrote and 
e-mails that you sent. When the White House 
hemmed and hawed, The American Legion roared, 
and soon both parties in Congress overwhelmingly 
passed a bill that will cover the college costs for our 
military heroes and, in some cases, their families. 

"Something else that could not have happened 
without some of the people in this room, and 
grassroots support from Legionnaires in their 
communities, is the record VA budget that passed 



this year. Congress has finally funded the 
VA budget at the levels recommended by The 
American Legion. Congress cares about the 
Legion's opinions - not just because we are 
veterans, but because we are nonpartisan, and we 
are straight-shooters with the facts. We focus on 
policies, not personalities." 

American Legion programs such as Heroes to 
Hometowns, the National Emergency Fund and the 
Child Welfare Foundation are examples of what's 
good about America, Conatser added. "Legion- 
naires manifest their support for children with 
many other outstanding programs as well," he 
said. "You can sometimes judge the character of an 
organization by looking at its critics. Though Boy 
Scouts of America is under attack by local govern- 
ments, the media and secularists, The 
American Legion's support for the Boy 
Scouts remains unwavering." 

The Legion also will not back off 
on illegal immigration and protection 
of the U.S. Flag, Conatser added. 
"The American Legion knows that if 
these radical groups are not stopped 
now, military chaplains, religious 
symbols in veterans cemeteries and 
even 'In God We Trust' can all be taken 
away," he said. "The American Legion 
believes that legislative protection - the 
Public Expression of Religion Act - is 
good for America. 
"Need I say that protecting Old Glory 
from desecration is also good for America? It has 
been a long and sometimes uphill fight, but just as 
we do not leave our heroes behind in war, we will 
not give up fighting for the flag. Nor will we give 
up fighting for our borders. America may be a 
nation of immigrants, but it is also a nation of 
laws. What part of 'illegal' does the federal govern- 
ment not understand? If an illegal farm worker can 
enter the United States unchecked, so can terrorists 
who want to kill Americans." 

Vice President Cheney thanked the Legion on 
behalf of the U.S. military and veterans alike. 

"The Legion serves America by leading on 
important issues, from health care and education, 
to employment opportunities for veterans, to 
homeland security, to a better quality of life for 
our military families," he said. "You speak up for 




Marine Corps Commandant 
Gen. James T. Conway told Legion- 
naires that the Marine Corps must 

return tO itS rOOtS. Tom Strattman 
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liberty and democracy because you know what 
those ideals mean and because you know the price 
that's been paid for our freedoms. 

"I also want to thank each 
of you for the unstinting 
support you are giving to 
the men and women serving 
in our military today. I know 
it means a lot to those 
serving far away, and to 
those you've welcomed home 
from their deployments. We 
are blessed with the finest 
military any nation has ever 
fielded, and may we never take them or their 
families for granted." 




Vice President Dick 

Cheney Tom Strattman 



Election Year. The Republican nominee for presi- 
dent, Sen. John McCain of Arizona, and the 
Democratic nominee, Sen. Barack Obama of 
Illinois, spoke to the delegates - McCain in person 
and Obama via a taped video presentation from 
the Democratic National Convention in Denver. 

Obama themed his presentation largely on 
national security and the global war on terrorism. 
"Our troops have completed every mission they 
have been given," Obama said. "It's time to press 
the Iraqis to take responsibility for their future. 
The best way to do that is a responsible redeploy- 
ment of our combat brigades, carried out in close 
consultation with commanders on the ground." 

He called for "ending the war responsibly" in 



i 



AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

Legacy Run raises $535,000 

More than 200 American Legion Riders roared 
into Phoenix Aug. 21, concluding a cross-country 
ride of more than 1,800 miles to make college 
education possible for children of U.S. military 
members who have died defending our country 
since Sept. 11, 2001. The third annual American 
Legion Legacy Run kicked off in Indianapolis and 
generated a record $535,000 in contributions. 
Approximately $1.17 million has been raised since 
the first Legacy Run. 





PHOTOS BY JAMES V. CARROLL 
TOP: Riders negotiate a curve as they arrive at the first- 
night stop in St. Robert, Mo. Legion Post 331 hosted dinner 
and entertainment for the road-weary bikers. 
CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: 1. National Commander Marty 
Conatser welcomes riders as they arrive in Phoenix. 2. Riders 
roll out of Gallup, N.M., before dawn. 3. Mike Harper makes 
the best of a wet ride. 4. Marilyn Chom enjoys the last miles 
of the ride before arriving in Phoenix. 



Key resolutions of the 90th National Convention 



The full text of resolutions passed at the 90th National Convention in Phoenix is available 
online, www.legion.org 

Copies can also be obtained through The American Legion National Headquarters Library. 
(317) 630-1366, library@legion.org 

Mail requests for a booklet of all approved resolutions to the following address: The Library, 
The American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 



AMERICANISM 

281 Supports fully funding federal 
agencies to ensure the internal 
security of the United States 

282 Supports declaring English 
the official language of the 
United States 

283 Supports returning 
patriotic holidays to their 
original dates 

284 Supports use of English 
language in naturalization 
ceremonies 



285 Opposition to illegal 
immigration 

286 Calls on U.S. government to 
address illegal immigration 

287 Supports legislation allowing 
injured or disabled non-citizen 
veterans to apply for 
naturalization 

288 Supports permitting voluntary 
school prayer 

289 Supports constitutional 
amendment to protect the 
U.S. Flag 



290 Opposes importation of 
foreign-manufactured U.S. flags 

291 Opposes legislation granting 
tax diversions to conscientious 
objectors 

292 Opposes changes to Title V 
of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act 

293 Opposes amnesty for 
illegal immigrants 

294 Opposes financial aid for 
students who are illegal 
immigrants 



295 Supports reforming the 
student visa program 

296 Supports amending the 
"temporary protected status" 
portion of the Immigration 
Act of 1990 

297 Supports tracking arrival 
and departure of foreign 
visitors to the United States 

298 Supports fairness for 
immigrant spouses 

299 Calls for reform of 
the non-immigrant 
visa program 

300 Opposes any changes to 
the Oath of Renunciation 
and Allegiance 

301 Calls for legislation prohibiting 
use of foreign-issued forms 

of identification 
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Legion, Russian vets sign 
POW-MIA agreement 

In 1992, the United States and Russia 
formed a Joint Commission on POW/ 
MIAs to provide a forum for both nations 
to work toward a full accounting of their 
missing service personnel. The American 
Legion is now an active partner in the 
effort. The Legion signed an agreement 
in Phoenix with the War Veterans 
Committee of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States - countries from the 
previous Soviet Union - to support the 
activities of the commission in their 
efforts to determine the fates of POWs 
and MIAs. 

National Commander Marty Conatser 
and retired Gen. Ruslan Aushev, 
president of the War Veterans 
Committee, signed the pact Aug. 25. 



302 Opposes dual allegiance and 
supports enforcement of the 
Citizenship Oath 

303 Calls for action on illegal 
immigration issue 

304 Opposes Department of 
Defense policy prohibiting the 
chartering of Boy Scout units 

305 Endorses Center for Immigration 
Studies plan to reduce the 

U.S. illegal population 

306 Supports the Pledge 
of Allegiance 

307 Opposes amnesty for illegal 
aliens and their employers 

308 Opposes flag code change 
regarding conduct during 
hoisting, lowering and raising 
of flag 

309 The American Legion strategy 
to address illegal immigration 



310 Supports eliminating damages 
and attorney fees in 
establishment-clause lawsuits 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

314 Supports legislation 
protecting children from 
unrestricted media 

315 Calls for legislation to 
financially assist families 
with children facing 
catastrophic illness 

316 Encourages maximizing 
efforts to screen children for 
sickle-cell disease 

318 Opposes all efforts to 
undermine, alter or 
otherwise corrupt the 
institution of marriage 

319 Opposes any attempt to 
weaken present laws governing 



penalties for the production, 
sale and distribution of 
pornographic or obscene 
materials 

320 Supports efforts to reduce 
drug abuse 

321 Calls for legislation to provide 
equal treatment in admission 
of children of U.S. citizens 

322 Calls for strengthening penalties 
to eliminate the production, 
sale and distribution of 
materials that use children in 
sexually explicit scenes 

324 Supports efforts to improve 
child-care services 

325 Supports efforts to immunize 
all children 

326 Supports funding 
comprehensive health care for 
children and youth programs 



327 Supports funding for all 
drug-trafficking prevention 
programs 

328 Supports legislation to prevent, 
investigate and prosecute child 
sexual exploitation 

329 Supports legislation to reduce 
or prevent teen pregnancy 

330 Supports legislation and efforts 
to locate missing children and 
prevent child victimization 

331 Supports legislation to prevent 
child maltreatment 

332 Supports programs and 
organizations that promote 
child safety 

333 Supports the rights of all 
people with intellectual 
disabilities 

SEE RESOLUTIONS PAGE 38 
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Illinois Legionnaire Virgil Math is, product developer and CEO of 
Da ELevision LLC, attends the Small Business Workshop. TomStrattman 



Small-business opportunities 
abound for disabled veterans 

Speaking to The American Legion's National 
Economic Commission, veteran Tony Jimenez talked 
about his successful 250-employee company, 
MicroTech, LLC, and the abundant opportunities for 
other service-disabled veteran business owners 
seeking federal contracts. 

'The federal government has opened the gates, 
and we're being allowed in for the first time in a long 
time," Jimenez said. "(My success) hasn't been smoke 
and mirrors. We finally have people who understand. 
We finally have people who understand what those 
words mean together: veteran-owned business." 

Federal agencies are required by law to award 3 
percent of their procurements to service-disabled 
veteran-owned businesses. 

Convention attendees also were able to take part in 
the third annual Veterans Small Business Expo, which 
featured presentations from small-business experts. 
www.sba.gov, www.microtechllc.com 



Iraq and shifting attention to Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, which he described as the "central front 
in the war on terrorism." 

Obama also announced his intentions to "build a 
21st-century VA" with improved technology and 
communications, more Vet Centers with less red 
tape, fewer delays and "zero tolerance for (home- 
less) veterans who are sleeping in the streets." 

McCain also delivered a promise to reform the 
VA health-care system. "I will not accept a situa- 
tion in which veterans are denied access to care on 
account of travel distances, backlogs of appoint- 
ments and years of pending disability evaluation 
and claims," he said. "We should no longer tolerate 
requiring veterans to stand in one line for a ticket 
to stand in another." 

McCain added that VA legislation that could 
improve some of those problems is weighed down 
by "wasteful and often worthless political pork ... 
When we make it clear to Congress that no ear- 
mark bill will be signed into law, that will save 
many billions of dollars that can be applied to 
essential priorities and, above all, to the care of 
our veterans." 

The Military Standpoint. Marine Corps Comman- 
dant James T. Conway described how the war in 
Iraq has changed his branch of service and how, in 
some ways, the Marine Corps needs to return to its 
roots. "We are heavier than we have ever been, out 
of necessity, because we've got to defeat the 
weapons that are being see convention page 42 



334 Urges Congress to appropriate 
sufficient funds for school 
nutrition program 

335 Urges the president and 
Congress to establish 
National Family Week 

336 Supports legislation to improve 
services for children living in 
foster care 

ECONOMICS 

9 Requests changes to the Work 
Opportunity Tax Credit Program 

11 Calls for legislation allowing 
military retirees to apply for 
positions in federal law 
enforcement after age 37 

31 Seeks adequate funding for 
Local Veterans Employment 
Representatives and Disabled 
Veterans Outreach Specialists 



44 Opposes time constraints with 
the Montgomery Gl Bill 

220 Seeks and supports 
legislation requiring federal 
procurements and contracts for 
veteran-owned businesses 

221 Calls for funding to reinstate 
the Veterans Entrepreneur 
Training Program 

222 Reaffirms support of the 
Small Business 
Administration's Office 
of Veterans Business 
Development 

223 Removes support for the 
National Veterans Business 
Development Corporation 

261 Supports the recognition 
of military service and pay 
when calculating starting 
federal civilian salaries 



262 Calls for Department of 
Labor Assistant Secretary for 
Veterans Employment 
oversight of the Veterans 
Employment and Training 
Service programs 

263 Supports development of 
veterans on-the-job training 
opportunities 

264 Calls for Department of Labor 
to develop a data collection 
system to monitor priority 

of service to all veterans 

266 Supports veterans hiring 
preference from 
employers with federal 
contracts or grants 

267 Opposes job loss of veterans 
with the proposed outsourcing 
of federal jobs in the federal 
government 



269 Opposes the transfer of 
Veterans Employment and 
Training Service to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 

270 Supports staffing Local Veterans 
Employment Representatives as 
required bylaw 

272 Supports reauthorizing the 
Servicemembers Occupational 
Conversion and Training 
Act program 

274 Opposes consolidation of 
Employment Service Program 
and Veterans Employment 
Program into WIA programs 

275 Supports employment of 
veterans in government 
workforce 

276 Opposes DVOP/LVER personnel 
to work on public assistance- 
related programs 



38 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | NOVEMBER 2008 



American Legion Family Tribute to Service 





A celebration of patriotism marked the Tribute to Service activities 
at U.S. Airways Center. Thousands of 
Legion family members and families of 
those taking the oath of military service 
attended. 




ABOVE: Members of the U.S. Marine 
Corps Silent Drill Platoon stand at 
attention before performing precision 
drill maneuuevers. jamesv.carroii 
LEFT: Hundreds of young men and 

women raise their hands to take the oath of military service during 
the afternoon event. Tom Strattman 

RIGHT: Michael Peterson sings for event attendees. James V.Carroll 



348 Opposes efforts to change 
residency requirements 
for state directors of the 
Veterans Employment and 
Training Service 

349 Opposes any weakening of 
the Local Veterans 
Employment Representative 
and the Disabled Veterans 
Outreach Program 

350 Supports employment and 
re-employment rights of 
Guardsmen and reservists 
returning from deployment 

351 Supports allowing current 
spouses of deceased veterans 
to gain eligibility for the 

VA Home Loan Program 

352 Supports amending the 
federal student financial-aid 
means test for veterans 



353 Supports federal 
procurements and contracts 
for veteran-owned business 

354 Reaffirms support for VA's 
Home Loan Guaranty Program 

355 Urges Congress to open up 
homestead privilege to 
veterans on a priority basis 

356 Supports improvement to 
Veterans Employment and 
Training Service standards 

357 Supports mandatory funding 
for the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development- 
Veterans Affairs Supportive 
Housing Homeless Program 

358 Supports major enhancements 
for the Montgomery Gl Bill 

359 Supports transitional 
housing allotments for 
returning veterans 



360 Supports legislative or 
administrative action 
giving preference to 
low-income veterans 
seeking housing through 
the Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development 

361 Supports tax credit for 
certain employers of 
activated servicemembers 

362 Renews commitment to 
assisting homeless veterans 

363 Supports better access 
to capital for veterans, 
service-disabled veterans 
and reservists 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 
18 Supports new JPAC 
headquarters facility 



19 Supports increased JPAC 
personnel and funding 

20 Calls on the U.S. government 
to urge unilateral action 
from the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam regarding 
Vietnam POW/MIAs 

21 Calls for use of U.S. Navy 
vessel for underwater 
POW/MIA accounting 
along Vietnam's coastline 

22 Calls for renewal of POW/MIA 
discussions with North Korea 

23 Calls for Russian 
government to increase 
priority regarding the 
U.S.-Russia Joint 
Commission on 
POW/MIA Affairs 
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National award winners 



Distinguished 
Service Medal 
President George W. Bush 

The American Legion 
Patriot Award 
Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center Clinical 
Pastoral Division 



All-Time High 

Membership 

Awards 

Departments of 
Nevada, Delaware, 
Virginia, Arizona, 
Florida and South 
Carolina 





H 




t * 



National Commander Marty Conatser congratulates 
The American Legion youth champions on stage. From 
left are Boys Nation President Joseph W. Riley, Etowah, 
Tenn.; National Junior Shooting Sports Sporter 
Champion Xentri Garza, Fort Worth, Texas; Eagle Scout 
of the Year Paul Ban wart, Shakopee, Minn.; and 2007 
American Legion Baseball Player of the Year Blaine T. 
Drozd, Genoa, Neb. Not pictured: Oratorical Champion 
Spencer Harjung, Elkton, Md.; Junior Shooting Sports 
Precision Champion Ethan Settlemires, Walnut, Tenn. 



Consolidated Post 
Report Winners 
Departments of Idaho, 
Mexico, Montana, 
Oregon, Virginia, 
Washington, Wisconsin 
and Florida 

National Law 
Enforcement Officer 
of the Year 

Chief of Police Judith A. 
Bradshaw 

Des Moines Police 
Department 

Frank N. Belgrano Jr. 
Trophy 

For support of Boy Scouts 
Department of California 

Ralph T. O'Neill 
Education Trophy 
For showing the greatest 
Americanism activity in 
use of The American 
Legion School Medal Awards 
Department of Florida 

William Randolph Hearst 
Americanism Trophy 
Department of Ohio 



Fourth Estate Award for 
Outstanding Journalism 
FOX 26 (KRIV-TV) 

Houston 

Employer of the Year 
For companies and 
businesses dedicated to 
hiring veterans 
Small Business 
Millennium Security 
Services, Inc. 
Roswell, Ga. 
Mid-Sized Business 
Prologistix 
Sanford, N.C. 
Large Business 
CSX Transportation 
Jackson, Fla. 



152 American Legion Republic 
of China policy 

153 American Legion policy 
regarding support of the 
Republic of Korea 

154 Calls for appropriate funding 
for the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Office 

155 Supports Department of State 
and U.S. government news 
media organizations 

156 Calls for interagency 
policy coordination and 
cooperation between National 
Security Council and the 
departments of Defense and 
State regarding POW/MIA 
issues in Vietnam 

157 Calls for U.S. government to 
press for Vietnam underwater 
recovery policy 



158 Calls for the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam to deliver archival 
records and documents in 
relation to POW/MIA issues 

159 Calls for appropriate Joint 
POW/MIA Accounting 
Command funding 

160 The American Legion Middle 
East/Gulf States foreign policies 

161 The American Legion 
POW/MIA policies 

162 The American Legion United 
Nations policy 

163 Calls for the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam to 
meet international 
human-rights standards 

164 Supports for foreign-exchange 
education programs 

165 The American Legion global 
trade policies 



166 The American Legion policy 
on Africa 

167 The American Legion foreign 
policy objectives 

168 Supports arms sales to Taiwan 

170 Supports enhanced funding 
forUSAID 

171 Supports the U.S.-Russian Joint 
Commission on POW/MIA 

172 Calls for expediting payment of 
survivor benefits and any other 
legally incurred benefits to the 
non-resident alien spouses and 
children of U.S. veterans living 
Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, 
Nicaragua and Panama 

173 The American Legion on Cuba 

174 Urges the president to 
cooperate with Latin America 
to destroy the international 
drug trade 



175 Supports continued economic 
aid to friendly, democratic 
Central American nations 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
1 Bestows the title of 

Honorary Past National 

Commander upon 

Robert W.Spanogle 
226 Supports and endorses, 

without financial obligation, 

creation of the Flight 93 

National Memorial in 

Somerset County, Pa. 
244 Supports creation of a Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial Center on 

the National Mall 
279 Calls for creation of the 

Frank Woodruff Buckles 

Highway in West Virginia 



40 
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National Recruiter 
of the Year 
Frank Can of Department 
of Virginia Post 99 
captured the title of 
National Recruiter of the 
Year for the third year in a 
row, signing up 545 new 
members. 



Employer of the 
Disabled Award 
REACH of Denton 

Denton, Texas 

Employer of Older 
Workers Award 
The Holophane Co. 

Newark, Ohio 

Local Veterans Employ- 
ment Representative of 
the Year 

Gerard Donnelly 

Patchogue, N.Y. 

Outstanding 
Disabled Veteran 
Outreach Program 
Specialist of the Year 
Don Collins 
Lubbock, Texas 



Outstanding 
Employment Service 
Office of the Year 
WorkSource Career 
Center of Lubbock 
Lubbock, Texas 
Homeless Veterans 
Outreach Award 
Department of Wisconsin 

William F. Lenker 
National Service Trophy 
For best supporting and 
implementing programs 
to benefit veterans and their 
families 

Department of Idaho 

Garland D. Murphy Jr. 
Award 

Presented to the most active 
department, based on actual 
contributions received during 
the 2007-2008 American 
Legion Child Welfare 
Foundation 
Department of Ohio 

U.S. "Udie" Grant 
Legacy Award 
Presented to the top 
department, based 
on combined total 
donations of Legion, 
Auxiliary, Eight & Forty 



and SAL to the Child Welfare 
Foundation 
Department of Ohio 

James V. Day 
"Good Guy" Award 
Tom Sneva 

Color Guard Contest 
Winners 
Military Class 
Whiteman Davison Color 
Guard 

Post49,Tilton,N.H. 
Open Class 
Lady Liberties 
Color Guard 

Post 1830, Chili, N.Y. 



Military Open Class 
Harrisburg Post 472 

Houston 

Advancing/Retrieving 
Colors Contest 
Whiteman-Davidson 
Color Guard 

Post49,Tilton,N.H. 

Concert Band Contest 

American Legion 

Band of the Tonawandas 

Tonawanda, N.Y. 




From left: Army Sgt. Jeffrey K. Jenkins, Air Force Staff 
Sgt. Jeffreys. Rees, Coast Guard 2nd Class 
Boatswain's Mate James A. Abels, Navy Hospital 
Corpsman 2nd Class Kedrick D. Thorn, Marine Corps 
Lance Cpl. Kerri Frost 



NATIONAL SECURITY 
7 Urges further development of 

domestic sources of energy 
10 Supports research into 
alternate energy sources 

12 Calls for adequate funding for 
research into recycling spent 
nuclear fuel rods 

13 American Legion policy on 
energy conservation 

14 Calls for development of 
national plan for energy 
independence 

15 Calls for Department of Energy 
to comply with the Nuclear 
Waste Policy Act 

72 Urges Congress to give the 
U.S. Air Force single 
manager responsibility 
for the nation's military 
space programs 



73 Urges Congress to approve 
and fund procurement of the 
F-22 Raptor aircraft 

74 Supports the National 
Space Program 

75 Calls for restoration of 
full funding for NASA 

77 Supports full funding for 
the U.S. Air Force 

78 Supports aerospace 
engineering research 
and development, and 
space exploration 

88 Urges Congress to provide 
funding for a Cold War 
Victory Medal 

91 Urges Congress to require 
government contractors to 
utilize U.S.-made components 
and subsystems in construction 
of their equipment 



92 Urges Congress to appropriate 
funding to combat cyberspace 
threats to the United States 

93 Opposes foreign entities 
owning critical U.S. defense 
industries 

94 Urges the U.S government to 
develop and continue to deploy 
national missile defense system 

95 The American Legion national 
security principles 

96 Urges the administration 
and Congress to rebuild 
U.S. industrial base 

97 Supports the American Battle 
Monuments Commission 

98 Supports funding for Armed 
Forces Retirement Homes 

99 Urges the transformation 
the U.S. Armed Forces into 
a modern force 



100 Urges congressional 
support for the Uniformed 
Services University 

101 Supports legislation 
strengthening the ability of the 
U.S. government to police, 
investigate and prosecute 
financial institutions or 
individuals supporting terrorism 

102 Supports full funding for 
the Department of 
Homeland Security 

103 Supports the war on terrorism 
and the Department of 
Homeland Security 

104 Supports using the National 
Guard in non-federal roles 

105 Supports full funding for the 
U.S. Coast Guard 
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CONVENTION CONTINUED 

deployed against us on the battlefield. We have 
48,000-pound MRAPs - mine-resistant ambush- 
protected vehicles. We have many more pieces of 
rolling stock in the battalions than we have ever 
had before. Heavier weapons, more communica- 
tions. The problem is, what we offer to the nation 
is the ability to get out of town quick, be agile, hit 
hard when we get there. Right now, we are too big. 
We are too heavy to be able to do that. 

"Secondly, I think we've got to get back to 
developing an expeditionary mindset. Today, if 
you are to ask a young Marine what 'expedition- 
ary' means, he might say to you, 'Well, it's living 
in a forward operating base, sleeping on a cot, 
three squares a day, and by the way, you might get 
Haagen-Dazs for dessert in the evening.' Ladies 
and gentlemen, that is not expeditionary. Expedi- 
tionary, to me, means you step off the plank of a 
ship, or you step off a helicopter, and it's a moon- 
scape. And the sergeant says, 'Guys, this is home 
sweet home. Start making something of it.'" 

Veterans Update. Sen. James Webb, D-Va., a 
decorated combat Marine of the Vietnam War, said 
the need for a new and improved GI Bill was 
obvious to him soon after the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks. The author of many best-selling books, 
Webb is fast becoming better known as the author 
of a legislative overhaul of veterans educational 
benefits dubbed the Post-9/11 Veterans Education 
Assistance Act, signed June 30. 



"America's toughest sheriff" 

Sheriff Joe Arpaio admits he is not the most popular 
person in Maricopa County, Ariz. He's received death 
threats, travels with a bodyguard, and inspired a Web 
site, www.arpaio.com, that is dedicated to his removal 
from office. All that's just fine with the man dubbed 
"America's Toughest Sheriff." 

The former head of the Drug Enforcement 
Administration in both Texas and Arizona, Arpaio has 
served as Maricopa County's sheriff since 1992. The 
following year, he created Tent 



City, where 2,000 incarcerated 
men and women serve out 
their sentences living in canvas 
tents in the brutal Arizona heat. 
He also uses chain gangs - 
made up of men and women 
alike - to contribute thousands 
of dollars worth of free labor to 
the community. And on 




Arpaio's watch, inmates wear Sheriff Joe Arpaio 
black-and-white-striped prison James v.canoii 
suits concealing pink underwear. 

Arpaio's approach to local law enforcement isn't all 
hard core. He's also launched rehabilitative programs 
such as "Hard Knocks High," the only accredited high 
school under a sheriff in a U.S. jail, and an anti-substance 
abuse program that has greatly reduced recidivism. He's 
also taken a tough approach to illegal immigration. 
Those who illegally enter the United States and are 
arrested for crimes remain in jail until their trial; then, it's 
back to jail or to their countries of origin. 



106 Urges Legionnaires, posts 
and departments to assist in 
homeland security efforts 

107 Urges departments and posts 
to become involved in local 
Citizen Corps activities 

108 Urges Congress to codify 
eligibility criteria for burial in 
Arlington National Cemetery 

109 Urges Congress to authorize 
and fund DoDin providing 
permanent TRICARE health care 
for members of the reserve 
components and their families 

110 The American Legion policy 
on DoD's Force Health 
Protection Program 

111 Supports full funding for 
the U.S. Army 

112 Supports the Selective Service 
Registration Program 



113 Supports unimpeded use 

of all U.S. military facilities by 
retired U.S. servicemembers 
and their dependents 
worldwide 

114 Calls for reforms in the 
Military Voting Absentee 
System 

115 Supports awarding the Purple 
Heart for traumatic brain 
injuries 

116 Opposes proposed TRICARE 
fees increases 

117 The American Legion policy on 
military quality of life 

118 Supports legislation 
inserting a clause into the 
briefing of discharging 
servicemembers that makes 
specific reference to veterans 
service organizations 



119 Supports full concurrent 
receipt for all disabled 
military retirees to include 
those rated at 40 percent 
and lower 

120 Reaffirms recognition of 
the Second Amendment 

121 Supports full funding for the 
U.S. Navy and Marine Corps 

169 Fully supports the war on 
terrorism 

176 Calls for increase in 
funding for VA's pain- 
management research, 
treatment and therapies 

339 Urges Congress to fully 
fund military and VA 
health-care programs for 
beneficiaries and permanent 
TRICARE program for 
Guardsmen and reservists 



340 Urges the U.S. Postal Service 
to exempt postal mailing 
charges for packages sent by 
nonprofit associations to 
U.S. forces deployed in Iraq 
and Afghanistan 

341 Urges DoD to continue fully 
funding the military 
commissary system 

342 Supports appropriate funding 
for DoD and the military 
services to provide military 
funeral honors 

343 Opposes granting the Purple 
Heart for physical or 
psychological illnesses 

344 The American Legion policy 
on reserve forces 

345 Urges change in Section 578, 
P.L. 106-65 to require funeral 
directors ask veterans' family 
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Korean War tents house 
prisoners of the world-famous 
Maricopa County Jail, jamesv^v^ 



Arpaio has his critics, but he has been elected to a 
record four terms as sheriff. 

A member of American Legion Post 5 in Fountain Hills, 
Ariz., Arpaio spoke to a joint session of The American 
Legion's National Americanism Commission and National 
Commission on Children & Youth during the 90th 
National Convention in Phoenix. 

Here are some excerpts: 

"I always take the thermometer when I have 
international TV following me around. I take them into 
the tent and put the thermometer on the top bunk 
because it's 20 degrees warmer, and it was about 140 
degrees. They couldn't believe (it): 'How do you survive? 
This is awful.' Then I give them the punch line. Our men 
and women are fighting for our country in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and are living in tents, so shut your mouth 
and quit complaining about the treatment. Some of 



iff* 



those tents have holes in them. As you know, it never 
rains in Arizona. Who cares if the tents have holes? 

'The underwear - why pink? They hate pink. Never 
give them what they like. I took away everything they 
like: TV, radio. I did leave them three channels on the TV. I 
give them The Weather Channel, so when it's hot here, 
they'll see it's snowing in Buffalo. I give them the (Food 
Network) with the Italian and French cooks because our 
meals are 20 cents for two meals. 

Tm an equal-opportunity incarcerator. We treat the 
women the same. When they go to jail, they do the same 
thing. I'm very proud of our chain gang. When the 
mothers and fathers drive by with the kids (and) they see 
the chain gang, they should be saying, 'You do 
something wrong, Johnny, and you're going to be on 
that chain gang wearing pink underwear and a striped 
uniform.' That's why I do it." 



members if military burial 
honors are requested 

346 Urges Congress to act to 
stop the further erosion of the 
U.S. maritime capability 

347 Supports the Jones Act 
and related maritime 
cabotage laws 

VETERANS AFFAIRS & 
REHABILITATION 
30 Supports legislation to provide 

outpatient dental care to all 

enrolled veterans 
32 Supports extending the 

filing period of an appeal 

notice to the Court of 

Veteran Appeals for 

Veterans Claims to one year 

following BVA final denial of 

an appeal 



33 The American Legion policy 
on assured funding for VA 
medical care 

34 The American Legion policy on 
former prisoners of war 

35 The American Legion policy on 
VA compensation 

36 Supports legislation to reduce 
the number of years a veteran 
must be rated 100 percent from 
10 years to five years for 
eligibility to DIC payments 

37 Supports an increase in the 
SMC(k) award, under Title 38, 
U.S. Code, section 1114(k) 
from $91 to $598 

38 Supports legislation to 
amend section 1318, Title 38, 
U.S. Code, to remove the date 
of Sept. 30, 1999, and 
substitute "who died any 



time after discharge from 
active duty and who were 
rated totally disabled for over 
one year" 

39 Urges that implementation 
of the CARES decision must 
take into consideration and 
sustain VA's ability to perform 
its fourth mission as a 
backup to DoD 

40 Calls for sponsoring and support 
of legislation to authorize 
veterans in receipt ofVA 
compensation, or a helpless 
child in receipt of VA pension or 
DIC, or a surviving parent in 
receipt of VA Parents' DIC, to 
keep up to $90 of their monthly 
VA benefits for incidental 
expenses while in a Medicaid- 
covered nursing home 



41 Encourages Congress to enact 
legislation to give VA the 
authority to include ill Gulf War 
veterans in Priority Group 6 

66 Urges Congress to develop and 
construct a Veterans Justice 
Center and Courthouse in 
Washington 

69 The American Legion policy on 
state veterans homes 

70 Opposes any federal 
legislation that would open 
the Federal Supply Schedule 
for Pharmaceuticals to 
Medicaid, Medicare Part D, 
or any other entity or 
program not now authorized 
to purchase through 

the program 
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"I saw what was happening after 9/11 in my own 
family and among friends, and among their 

friends," Webb told conven- 
tion delegates. "The operation 
tempo was so high. People 
coming out were not having 
the right kind of shot at the 
future, given their service. 
I made a vow that the first 
piece of legislation I would 
drop, if I were elected to the 
Sen. James Webb United States Senate, would 

TomStrattman be a bill that gave those who 

served since 9/11 the same kind of benefits as those 
who served in World War II." 

When told a new GI Bill would simply cost 
too much, Webb and his supporters disagreed. 
"Today in the United States, on educational 
grants based on need, we spend $19 billion - 
just for grants based on need," Webb said. 
"With this program, there is one way to get the 
benefit, and that's honorable service to the country 
in a time of war. So, if people think this is too 
generous, have them put a pack on and go out 
and earn the benefit." 

Rep. Bob Filner, D-Calif., spoke about accom- 
plishments of the 110th Congress to improve the 
VA health-care system, including a record increase 
in discretionary spending. He said a major chal- 
lenge remains, with a Goliath backlog of undecid- 
ed VA benefit claims. "We've got to get that 
800,000 claims back down to zero," he said. 



Veteran opposition to the outsourcing ofVA services 
reached a crescendo at The American Legion's 90th National 
Convention in Phoenix. The National Executive Committee 
passed two resolutions on the issue: one rejects a recently 
revealed plan to outsource the new GI Bill benefits program 
that starts in August 2009; the second opposes VA's hiring of 
outside companies to inspect state veterans homes. 
Then-National Commander Marty Conatser handed the 
resolutions to VA Secretary Dr. James B. Peake immediately 
after he addressed Legionnaires at the convention. 
Following that, the secretary spoke with The American 
Legion Magazine: 

Can you explain how VA might use outside 
contractors to provide the new GI Bill services? 

We think there is a significant IT component - an 
information-technology component - to be able to do 
this effectively. What I want is the best of industry to give 
us an idea what they would do. What I really want to do is 
understand not how we would have done it in 1945 but 
how we move forward ... in terms of business processes, 
IT support, communication interfaces with our 



71 Supports enactment of 
the remaining main 
components of the GI Bill 
of Health involving Medicare 
reimbursement and 
dependent access toVA 
health care 

85 Seeks and supports 

reinstatement of the regulation 
placing Vietnam War veterans 
seeking care for condition 
claimed to be related to Agent 
Orange exposure into VHA 
Priority Group 6 

122 The American Legion policy 
on radiation 

123 Seeks legislation extending 
the Veterans Administration 
Mortgage Protection Life 
Insurance to service- 
connected veterans who are 



rated as permanently and 
totally disabled 

124 Urges Congress to include in 
the definition of "period of 
war" in Title 38, U.S. Code, 
Sections 101 (11) and 1521, 
the following periods -the 
operations in Lebanon in 1958, 
Grenada in 1983, and Panama 
in 1989-1990 -for the purpose 
of establishing entitlement 

to VA pension 

125 Seeks legislation to establish 
Feb. 28, 1961, as the beginning 
date of the Vietnam War for VA 
benefit purposes 

126 Supports presumption 
of service connection for 
Hepatitis C 

127 Seeks legislation to 
provide that VA regional 



office adjudicators shall not 
receive work credit for a claim 
until the decision in that claim 
becomes final 

128 Opposes legislation requiring 
an accredited representative of 
The American Legion to 
develop claims on behalf of the 
VA secretary under a 
contractual arrangement 
between VA and county or 
state government or under any 
other arrangement where the 
representative would be acting 
in an official capacity directly 
on behalf of the VA secretary 

129 Seeks legislation to 
plainly identify and further 
clarify "service in the 
Republic of Vietnam 
beginning Jan. 9, 1962, and 



ending on May 7, 1975" to 
include those who served in 
the territorial waters offshore 

130 Seeks legislation to 
establish ALS as a condition 
presumed to be service- 
connected when incurred 
by veterans of the Gulf War 

131 Supports the development 
of community-based 
outpatient clinics that 
meet established criteria 
as a means of improving 
veterans access to high 
quality health-care services 
in the most appropriate 
setting and in a cost- 
effective manner 

132 Supports full funding 
for the VA Construction 
program 
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customers. You talk to young people, what they do is 
text-message. That's how they communicate. I'm anxious 
to see if industry comes back and says, "Yeah, as soon as 
you get a claim, here's your text message, here's our 
response, here's where you are." We're not talking about 
inherently governmental functions here. 

Q: What part of the program would VA maintain? 

We will continue to have the educational 
responsibility. We wouldn't be putting out the call center, 
as an example, because we would want people who are 
knowledgeable, who understand the benefits and 
different programs that we've got. 
Q: Do you see a contractor launching the program and 
then handing it off to VA? 

I think it would be ongoing. The way contracts get 
done, usually it's a year, with some option years. Then we 
have the option of deciding, can we do it better? The 
issue is serving the veteran. That's my focus. This is not 
about downsizing or reducing the size of VA. That's not 
at all what I'm about. I'm trying to make it more efficient 
and effective and give the tools that will allow us to 
better serve our veterans. 

What about state veterans home inspections? 
A: In some ways, it's nice to have outside people look at 
you. We have the Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Health Care Organizations. That's an outside agency that 
looks at all of our hospitals. I don't see it much different. 
You know, when you're my "bud," and I come to inspect 
you, I might overlook some things. I don't want people 
overlooking things. 

-JeffStoffer 

3 



Racing great Sneva named 
Legion's 'Good Guy' 

Former auto-racing star Tom Sneva enjoyed a 
successful career in the IndyCar series, winning 13 
races - including the 1983 Indianapolis 500 - and 
Motorsports Hall of Fame induction. But one race 
particular endeared him to America's veterans. 

In 1981, Sneva threw his support 
behind a somewhat controversial 
project at the time: the Vietnam 
Veterans National Memorial. At 
that year's Indianapolis 500, he 
raised nearly $100,000 for the 
memorial's fund while racing with 
both American Legion and 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 
logos on his car. He later attended T^riSneva 
the ground-breaking ceremony 
for the memorial on the National Mall in Washington. 

Sneva's support for the memorial rivaled the 
passion he showed on the race track. The American 
Legion recognized Sneva with the 2008 James V. Day 
"Good Guy" Award, during its 90th National 
Convention in Phoenix. 

"We're honoring today a great friend of ours for 
years," American Legion National Commander Marty 
Conatser said. "That's what real good guys are." 

"Everyone in this room is a good guy, and I'm just 
proud to be a part of this group," Sneva responded. "I 
just want to thank you for all your service, on behalf of 
all the people in this great country who have had the 
opportunities and freedom to pursue our goals. It's 
nice to live in a country where you can follow your 
dreams." 



Read the full interview with Secretary Peake. 
www.legion.org 



133 Calls for improving the 
Disability and Death 
Pension program 

134 Seeks legislation to exempt all 
those who were awarded the 
Purple Heart and are enrolled 
in the VA health-care system 
from any co-payment for 
prescription drugs 

135 The American Legion policy on 
Gulf War Illness 

136 Seeks legislation to increase to 
$50,000 the maximum 
coverage a service-connected 
disabled veteran can purchase 
under the Service-Disabled 
Veterans Insurance program 

137 Supports legislation placing 
recipients of the Mariner Medal 
in Priority Group 3 enrollment 
level for VA health care 



138 Requests Congress provide VA 
adequate funding for medical 
and prosthetic research 

139 The American Legion policy on 
VA National Life Insurance 

140 The American Legion policy on 
VA nursing home capacity 

141 Seeks legislation to 
reinstate and extend 
indefinitely the presumptive 
period for service connection of 
Gulf War veterans with 
undiagnosed illnesses 

142 Opposes any legislative 
proposal to reduce the 
eligibility criteria for VA state 
veterans homes per diem 

143 The American Legion policy 
on prostate cancer research 
and treatment 

144 Supports amending the 



eligibility requirements 
and extending the 
eligibility time period for 
service-disabled veterans 
insurance 

145 Supports Medicare 
reimbursement for VA 

146 The American Legion policy on 
VA pharmacy benefits 

147 Supports the automatic waiver 
ofVBA debts of $250 or less 

148 Supports legislation to 
give VA the authority to 
enroll World War II 
veterans in Priority Group 6 
for the purpose of receiving 
VA health-care service 

149 The American Legion policy 
on the correction of 
military records 



150 The American Legion policy on 
VA mental health services 

151 Seeks legislation to 
exempt income received 
from jury duty and income 
from service as an election 
judge in determining the 
VA pension rate under 
P.L. 95-588 

178 The American Legion policy on 
Agent Orange 

179 Supports legislation to exempt 
VA benefits and services 
provided to service-connected 
disabled veterans, their 
dependents and survivors 
from the pay-as-you-go 
provision of the Budget 
Enforcement Act 

SEE RESOLUTIONS PAGE 46 
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Past National Commander John H. Geiger, right, swears in 
David K. Rehbein of Ames, Iowa, as national commander. 

TomStrattman 

Generosity Abounds. The third annual Legacy 
Run, which netted more than $535,000 for The 
American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund, 
included contributions of $50,000 from Ohio and 
$30,000 from New York. Post 593 in Converse, 
Texas, raised more than $30,000. 

More than $185,000 was raised for the National 
Emergency Fund; of that, the Department of New 
York brought in $100,000. Another $81,000 was 
donated to the Child Welfare Foundation, includ- 
ing $75,000 from the Department of Ohio. 

Rehbein Elected. Legionnaires elected David K. 
Rehbein, a retired research metallurgist and U.S. 
Army Vietnam War veteran, national commander 
for 2008-2009. A member of Post 37 in Ames, Iowa, 
Rehbein was sworn in by Past National Command- 
er John H. Geiger. 

"There are two words that my campaign has 
been about, that I've spoken to you about as I've 



traveled - those two words being 'pride' and 
'purpose.' You'll continue to hear them because 
that's really what this organization is about," said 
Rehbein, who previously has served as chairman 
of the National Foreign Relations, Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation and Legislative commissions. 
"That purpose was what World War I vets felt 
when they came home from Europe 90 years ago, 
understanding ... that they still needed to stand 
beside their comrades because their comrades 
needed them - just as our comrades need us now.' 

National Adjutant Robert W. Spanogle, who has 
worked for The American Legion for 36 years, as 
national adjutant since 1981, was named past 
national com- 
mander, effective 
upon retirement. 
Spanogle thanked 
Legionnaires for 
the impact they've 
made on his life 
and on the lives of 
his wife and 
children. 

"You raised 
them by influence, 
by your kindness, 
by your willing- 
ness to sit down 
and talk to them," Spanogle said. "For that, you will 
be in my heart, and you will be in my memory." || 

Steve Brooks is senior editor of The American 
Legion Magazine. 




National Commander David K. 
Rehbein, Auxiliary President Desiree 
Stoy and SAL National Commander 
Thomas Cisna greet the delegates at 

the end of the convention. James V. Carroll 



RESOLUTIONS 



180 Opposes any effort to increase 
co-payments or impose an 
enrollment fee for Priority 
Groups 7 and 8 veterans to 
receive VA health care 

181 The American Legion policy on 
tobacco-related disabilities 

182 Opposes lump-sum payments 
of VA disability compensation 

183 Urges Congress and the 
administration to include 
VA in all strategic planning 
of the Department of 
Homeland Security 

184 Supports restoring and 
increasing burial allowances 
and burial plot allowances to 
all veterans who served during 
a time of war or conflict 



185 Provides a public 

endorsement for the efforts 
of Indiana-Ohio Center 
researchers, at no cost to 
The American Legion 

193 Opposes the latest VA 
proposal for a "hospital 
within a hospital" plan for 
a replacement facility for 
the Denver VA Hospital 

195 Petitions Congress, VA and 
DoD to institute mandatory 
psychological screening for 
all returning reserve and 
Guard troops at 30-, 90-, 180- 
and 365-day intervals, 
and also prior to the expiration 
of their current entitlement to 
VA health care 



237 Urges Congress to amend Title 
38, U.S. Code, to allow the 
VA secretary to include family 
members in comprehensive 
mental health therapy 

311 Requests all American 
Legion departments to 
submit the name and 
contact information of a 
duly appointed VAVS 
department coordinator, 
under the department 
Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation Committee, 
who will provide leadership 
and support for all certified 
representatives and deputies 
within their respective 
departments 



312 The American Legion policy 
on the National Cemetery 
Administration 

313 Supports legislation to 
guarantee Congress provide 
sufficient, timely and 
predictable resources to cover 
the expenses of the veterans 
health-care program 

317 Seeks legislation to increase 
the volunteer mileage income 
tax deduction and to authorize 
regular CPI-based adjustments 
to that deduction on an annual 
or biannual basis thereafter 

323 Clarifies the conditions and 
issuance of National Veterans 
Affairs Voluntary Service 
Awards 



46 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | NOVEMBER 2008 



"The color and clarity of 
DiamondAura® rivals that of a 
flawless D-colored diamond". 

— Steven Rozensky 

Noted jewelry expert 




Receive these scintillating 
DiarnDnd^ura® Classique 
sterling silver stud 
earrings FREE! 
— Read details below. 



The Fifth C? 

Cut, Color, Carat, Clarity... Chemistry? 



Is it possible that the mind of a 
scientist can create more beauty 
and romance than Mother Nature? 
The laboratories at DiamondAwra® were 
created with one mission in mind: Create 
brilliant cut jewelry that allows everyone 
to experience more clarity, more scintilla- 
tion and larger carat weights than they 
have ever experienced. So, we've taken 2 x h 
carats of our lab-created DiamondAwra® 
and set them in the most classic setting — 
the result is our most stunning, fiery, 
faceted design yet! In purely scientific 
measurement terms, the refractory index 
of the DiamondAwra is very high, and 
the color dispersion is actually superior 
to mined diamonds. 

Perfection from the laboratory. 
We named our brilliant cut stones 
DiamondAMra, because, "they dazzle just 
like natural diamonds but without the 
outrageous cost." We will not bore you 
with the incredible details of the scientific 



Compare For Yourself at 2 V2 carats 




Mined Flawless 


DiamondAura 




Diamond 


Compares to: 


Hardness 


Cuts Glass 


Cuts Glass 


Cut (58 facets) 


Brilliant 


Brilliant 


Color 


"D" Colorless 


"D" Colorless 


Clarity 


"IF" 


Clear 


Dispersion/Fire 


0.044 




2 V2 c.t.w. ring 


$60,000+ 





Place one of your own rings on top of one of the You 
circle diagrams. Your ring size is the circle that 
matches the inside diameter of your ring. If your 
ring falls between sizes, order the next larger size. 





process, but will only say that it involves 
the use of rare minerals heated to an 
incredibly high temperature of over 
5000°F. This can only be accomplished 
inside some very modern and expensive 
laboratory equipment. After several 
additional steps, scientists finally created 
a clear marvel that looks even better than 
the vast majority of mined diamonds. 
According to the book Jewelry and Gems- 
the Buying Guide, the technique used in 
DiamondAwra offers, "The best diamond 
simulation to date, and even some 
jewelers have mistaken these 
stones for mined diamonds. " 

The 4 C's. Our DiamondAwra 
3-Stone Classique Ring retains 
every jeweler's specification: 
color, clarity, cut, and carat 
weight. The transparent color 
and clarity of DiamondAwra 
emulate the most perfect dia- 
monds — D Flawless, and both 
are so hard they will cut glass. 



The brilliant cut maximizes the fire and 
radiance of the stone so that the light dis- 
perses into an exquisite rainbow of colors. 

Rock solid guarantee. This .925 
sterling silver ring is prong-set with a 
1 V2 carat DiamondAwra round brilliant 
in the center, showcased between two 
DiamondAwra round brilliants of V2 
carats each. Adding to your 4 C's, we 
will include the DiamondAwra stud 
earrings for FREE! Try the DiamondAwra 
3-Stone Classique Ring for 30 days. If 
for any reason you are not satisfied with 
your purchase, simply return it to us for 
a full refund of the purchase price and 
keep the stud earrings as our gift. 

Not Available in Stores 

DiamondAura® 3-Stone 
Classique Ring 

(2 Vz c.t.w) • $145+ s&h 

FREE stud earrings with purchase of 

Classique Ring — a $59.95 value! 

Available in ring sizes 5-10 

Call to order toll-free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

1-888-201-7095 



Promotional Code DAR372-02 
Please mention this code when you call. 



Staucr 



14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. DAR372-02, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 



Legion roster for a new year 



DELLANO T. SIMMONS 
K\ National Vice Commander - Southeast Region 
Home: Vidor, Texas 
Membership: 37 years, Post 493 
Military service: U.S. Army, 1961-1965 
Occupation: Retired, Texaco Inc. 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Post Adj., Dist. Cmdr., Division Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr. 
National positions: Security Cnd, 1999-2002; Children & Youth Cmsn., 2002-2005; Americanism Cmsn., 
2005-2008 

Region: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas 

JAMES W.DAVIS 

National Vice Commander - Central Region 
• |) Home: Cambridge, Ohio 

Membership: 33 years, Post 46 
j Military service: U.S. Marine Corps, 1966-1970 

Occupation: Instructor, machine trades 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dept. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr. 
National positions: Education & Scholarship Cmte., 1999-2008 
Region: Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin 



ink 



MICHAEL J. LANDKAMER 
National Vice Commander - Midwest Region 
Home: Columbus, Neb. 
Membership: 33 years, Post 84 
Military service: U.S. Navy, 1968-1975 

Occupation: Air conditioning, heating and indoor air-quality equipment sales 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dept. Sr. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr. 
National positions: Foreign Relations Cmsn., 1999-2004; Legislative Cnd, 2000-2008, Alt. NEC, 
2000-2004; NEC, 2004-2008; NEC Subcmte. on Committees, 2007-2008 
Region: Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota 

A JAMES A. LACOURSIERE 

/fiBC\ National Vice Commander - Northeast Region 
f^^^i Home: Old Lyme, Conn. 

Membership: 14 years, Post 128 
Military service: U.S. Air Force, 1981-1983 
Occupation: Logistics Manager, Gilman Bros. Co. 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dept. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Sr. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr. 
National positions: Americanism Cnd, 2000-2001; Distinguished Guest Cmte., 2004; Military Affairs 
Cmte., 2005-2008 

Region: Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, France, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont 

HARLEYW. RAY 

National Vice Commander - Western Region 
Home: Albany, Ore. 

Membership: 40 years, Posts 99, 372, 10 
Military service: U.S. Army, U.S. Army Reserve, 1962-1991 
Occupation: Retired, U.S. Army, insurance and auto sales 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dist. Cmdr., Dept. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr. 
National positions: Counter-Subversive Activities Cmte., 2002-2005; Economic Cmsn., 2006-2008 
Region: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Mexico, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Philippines, Utah, Washington, Wyoming 
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CHARLES J. ZELINSKY 
National Historian 

Home: Champaign, III. 
Membership: 36 years, 
Post 24 

Military service: U.S. 
Air Force, 1961-1968 
Wff^^H Occupation: Retired, 
Illinois State Geological Survey 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dept. 
Historian 

National positions: Public Relations Cmsn., 

2005- 2008 

LAWRENCE L.VOLLINK 
National Chaplain 

Home: Ypsilanti, Mich. 
Membership: 17 years, 
Post 4 

Military service: U.S. 
Army, Army Reserve and 
National Guard, 
1980-1992,1993-2000 
Occupation: Pastor, hospice chaplain 
Legion highlights: Dept. Chaplain 
National positions: Aerospace Cmte., 

2006- 2007; Americanism Cnd, 2007-2008 



National Sergeant-at-Arms 

Home: Nevada, Iowa 
Membership: 18 years, 
Post 37 

Military service: Army 
National Guard, 
1977-1989 
Occupation: Dispatcher 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dist. Cmdr., 
Dept. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Sgt.-at-Arms 
National positions: Americanism Cnd, 
2002-2005; VA&R Cmsn., 2005-2008 

MILTON G.HEIFNER 
Aide to the National Commander 
Home: Woodward, Iowa 
Membership: 26 years, 
Post 211 

Military service: U.S. 
Air Force and U.S. Air 
Force Reserve, 1967-1991 
Occupation: Retired, U.S. Air Force 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dist. Cmdr., 
Dept. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr. 
National positions: National & Homeland 
Security Cnd, 2004-2005, 2008; Economics 
Cmsn., 2005-2006 
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On Guard 

When grieving families of fallen U.S. servicemembers 
came under attack by the Westboro Baptist Church, 
American Legion Riders responded by forming the Patriot Guard. 



BY STEVE BROOKS 

Their image has become almost synonymous 
with military burials in Kansas: men and 
women, dressed in leather vests and bandanas, 
straddling Harley Davidsons and riding into 
small towns across the state. Their mission is 
simple: stand guard against a religious group that 
protests not only the war on terror, but the Ameri- 
cans fighting it and families who have lost loved 
ones in the conflict. 

The riders form an impenetrable line around 
the funeral and reverently rev their engines to 
drown out the sounds of protesters. The Kansas 
Patriot Guard has stood watch at more than 
60 funerals during the past three years. More- 
over, the Guard has made an impact on those 
families it has supported. 

"God bless each of you for sacrificing your 
time for such a noble cause," reads one thank-you 
note to the Guard. "The funeral of my son and 
the graveside service were all very memorable, due 
in large part to your efforts. I really don't have 
words to convey the thankfulness in my heart for 
all you have done." 

Another: "It is nice to know that there are people 
out there willing to sacrifice their time to ensure 
that the sanctity of memorials and funerals is 
protected from people who spew a message of 
hate." In fact, the Kansas Patriot Guard's efforts 
earned members the mantle of 2006 Kansans of 
the Year, awarded by the Topeka Capital-Journal. 

"We don't do this because we want recognition," 
says Legionnaire Terry "Darkhorse" Houck, one of 
the Patriot Guard's founding members. "This is 
something that we, as veterans, need to do. These 
men and women paid the ultimate price in the 
service of their country. They deserve a ceremony 
befitting of a hero, and so do their families." 

Houck says the Patriot Guard wants to make sure 
that nothing gets in the way of a burial with 
military honors. "That's our mission, and we're 



resolved to carry it out as long as necessary," he 
says. "It's easy to stand up for the fallen." 

The Beginning. In July 2005, Terry's wife, Carol, 
read an article in the newspaper that deeply 
disturbed her. Members of the Westboro, Kan., 
Baptist Church had disrupted the funeral of Army 
Spc. Jared Hartley in Newkirk, Okla., by showing 
up to demonstrate against what they consider to be 
a depraved United States. 

After watching the group's protest on TV, Carol 
spoke with Terry about the possibility of showing 
up themselves at military funerals to pay their 
respects to fallen soldiers and their families. Terry 
took the idea to other American Legion Riders at 
Post 136 in Mulvane, Kan., and the seed for the 
Kansas Patriot Guard was planted. 

Riders appointed a committee that included 
Houck, Cregg "Bronco6" Hansen, Steve "McDaddy" 
McDonald and Bill "Wild Bill" Logan to establish 
the group's mission, procedures and guidelines. 
Dennis "Tatonka" Scuffham, Greg "Ebay" Hansen, 
Richard "Stretch" Strothman and Doug "Grey 
Eagle" Lehman joined in. 

The Kansas Patriot Guard's first mission was in 
Chelsea, Okla., at the funeral of Sgt. John Doles. 
Westboro Baptist members had planned a protest, 
and the Guard wanted to keep the church from 
interfering, but there was the matter of getting 
permission from the family. 

"I dialed the number, all except the last number 
- I couldn't dial it," Terry recalls. "I thought, 
'What do you say?' What do you say when you call 
somebody and try to explain this to them? One 
night, I finally got up enough nerve to call and talk 
to the mom and the dad. Naturally, they're making 
arrangements for their son's funeral. 

"Someone in the family answered the phone, a 
woman, and she asked, 'Who are you with, now?' 
I said I was with the Kansas American Legion 
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Riders, and that we had heard about Sgt. Dole 
being killed and would like to attend the funeral, 
if possible." 

"She asked, 'Why do you want to do that?' I told 
her I didn't know how this was going to sound, 
but there were going to be some church groups 
coming to the funeral to picket. She said, 'You've 
got to be kidding me.'" 

Terry ended up talking to Dole's father and 
received an invitation to the funeral. Then a 
call went out to the Chelsea 
chief of police. 

"He told me not to come," 
Terry says. "'We don't want 
your kind here.'" 

"They wouldn't let us in 
town for 30 minutes," Cregg 
Hansen adds. 

Houck talked with the 
police chief and explained 
the Riders' mission. After 
some debate, the chief 
gave the group permission 
to attend. 

"They had, like, 45 (law- 
enforcement officials) there," 
Terry said. "They even had a 
sniper. We're down there, 
and (the chief) took my name 
and my Social Security 
number, my address. 
I'd given them Cregg Han- 
sen's name and number. 
(The chief) told me, 'I want 
you to know that if something goes bad here, 
you and Cregg Hansen are going to be the first 
ones arrested.'" 

Nothing went bad. 

Practice Makes Perfect. After more than 60 mis- 
sions, the Kansas Patriot Guard has its role down 
to a science, though protecting funerals is by no 
means simple. In addition to making and main- 
taining contact with family members of a fallen 
servicemember, Houck and/or the ride captain 
reach out to the military casualty assistance officer 
and local law-enforcement officials in advance. 

The Riders then scout the church and cemetery 
to choose and secure a staging area. 

The ride captain works with local law enforce- 
ment to come up with a safe procession route and, 
if requested, will arrange and provide escort for 
the fallen servicemember from the airport to the 
funeral home. 




Patriot Guard riders display flags during the 
funeral of Army Sgt. Thomas "Tommy Lee" 
Latham in Hurlock, Md., on March 20, 2007. 
Latham, 23, was killed when his Humvee hit a 

roadside bomb in Iraq. AP/MatthewS.Gunby 



The captain then creates a ride itinerary, posts it 
on the Guard's Web site, and e-mails it to mem- 
bers. On the day of the funeral, the Guard arrives 
90 minutes early. Usually the funeral procession is 
led by law-enforcement officials. Since that first 
mission, the relationship between the Guard and 
local police has improved. "They respect what we 
do," Houck said. "We've had state troopers volun- 
teer to get us there. They're doing it on their own." 
From meeting with casualty assistance officers 
to scouting the funeral site, 
a mission often requires 20 to 
30 hours from Guard mem- 
bers. In addition, driving 
motorcycles on the highway 
is fraught with risk. 

"It's a very dangerous 
mission," Houck said. "We've 
had a couple of people get 
hurt. But we stress safety. 
Any mission we're involved 
with - either 100 percent or 
just a little - we tend to kind 
of take over, because we've 
got our name out there. We 
have people who will remove 
you from the mission if you 
don't follow orders." 

Neither time nor weather 
prevents the Kansas Patriot 
Guard from showing up at a 
military funeral. 

"We've left as early as 
4 in the morning when it's 
been 12 degrees," Terry said. 

Other Patriot Guards are springing up around 
the country. Hansen used his Legion Riders 
contacts to spread the word about the program, 
saying it got a good start because original Patriot 
Guard members were also Legionnaires. "Having 
The American Legion name there, behind what we 
were doing at the beginning, helped a lot," he said. 

And it keeps growing. "We've had people want 
to start a Legion Rider chapter because they want 
to be a part of the Patriot Guard," Cregg said. 

Safeguarding the sanctity of military funerals 
remains the Guard's priority, even if Westboro 
Baptist Church ceases its protests. 

"There's going to be a Patriot Guard when 
they're all gone," Cregg said. "As long as this war's 
going on, we'll be there." || 

Steve Brooks is senior editor of The American 
Legion Magazine. 
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RAPID FIRE 




DOUGHBOY 



BY FRED BROWN 

As the sole surviving American veteran of World 
War I, Frank Woodruff Buckles, 107, of Charles 
Town, W.Va., is the nation's last "doughboy," the 
only remaining soldier of 4 million men called by 
President Woodrow Wilson to fight against Ger- 
many in 1917. 

Although he is slowed and bent by age, Buckles 
does 50 push-ups in bed "to keep in shape," before 
preparing to meet the many visitors he receives 
almost daily in his home. 

"I have always exercised," he says from a 
cushioned chair. Wooden handrails about waist- 
high around the walls help him walk on his own. 
Here, Buckles fills his days, greeting visitors and 
reading the many books filling the room's shelves. 
Buckles, who has been a member of American 
Legion Merchant Marine Post 945 in Jefferson 
Valley, N.Y., since 1931, speaks German, Spanish, 
French and Portuguese, and reads voraciously. He 
is also quick to quiz visitors about their own 
reading habits. 

Born in 1901 on his father's Bethany, Mo., farm, 
Buckles recalls stories about his ancestors' roles in 
both the Revolutionary and Civil wars. In fact, 
some Civil War battles were fought on the historic 
330-acre farm he purchased in 1954, where he lives 
today. He drove a tractor on the farm up to his 
104th birthday. 

Buckles was a rosy-cheeked 16-year-old when he 
volunteered for service, enlisting in the U.S. 
Regular Army on Aug. I, 1917, after being turned 
down twice - once by the Marine Corps and 
another time by the Navy. The Marines said he 
was too young, and the Navy said he had flat feet. 
But the Army took him, youth, flat feet and all. 

Buckles was sent to Fort Riley, Kan., to train 
with the First Fort Riley Casual Detachment and 
shipped out to England in December 1917 with his 
unit and 102 other soldiers on board the HMS 
Carpathia, the famous vessel that rescued survi- 
vors of the White Star Line's Titanic sinking on 

In a photo by David DeJonge, Frank Buckles visits the D.C. 
World War Memorial. As president of the World War I Memorial 
Foundation, DeJonge supports a restoration of the rotunda and 
expansion of the site to include a national monument. David DeJonge 
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April 15, 1912. While on board, Buckles gathered 
firsthand stories of the Titanic's rescue from 
members of the Carpathia crew who had helped in 
the recovery. 

In England, at Camp Hospital No. 35, Cpl. 
Buckles drove a Ford ambulance, and New Doug- 
las and Excelsior sidecar motorcycles, as an escort 
for his commanding officers. He eventually got to 
France by escorting an officer who had been 
accidentally left behind by his unit. Buckles did 
not see combat, but he witnessed its results - 
scenes he hasn't forgotten and doesn't discuss. 

After the war, Buckles landed a job with White 
Star Line Steamship Co. and, in 1940, was posted in 
Manila while employed by American President 
Steamship Lines. In December 1941, after Japan 
invaded the Philippines, Buckles and about 2,000 
other civilians became non-military victims of the 
war. He spent the next three and a half years in 
Japanese POW camps, first at Manila's University 
of Santo Tomas and then at Los Banos, a town on 
the island of Luzon some 40 miles southeast of 
Manila. He was liberated by the 11th Airborne 
Division on Feb. 23, 1945, in the famous raid on Los 
Banos, and returned to the United States, where he 
married Audrey Mayo of Pleasanton, Calif., in 1946. 

In 1954, the couple moved to Gap View Farm in 
West Virginia's panhandle on land settled by his 
ancestors. His wife died in 1999, the same year in 
which Buckles was awarded the French Legion of 
Honor by then-President Jacques Chirac. This past 
March, President George W. Bush honored Buckles 
at the White House. 

A proud veteran, Buckles still displays his World 
War I uniform with all of his insignia, and his dog 
tags. His memory is as crisp as the mornings on 
his cattle farm. Meeting visitors and reading are 
his pastimes today. He doesn't watch television. He 
doesn't even own one. He feels his age, he says, 
only "when I try to walk." 

Until a few years ago, he met regularly with a 
group of veterans and was still farming. His only 
child, Susannah Flanagan, 52, says he refuses to 
put "retired" on his income tax form. 

Buckles says he is honored to bear the title of 
America's last doughboy. And though he has been 
afforded the tribute of being buried at Arlington, 
he says he wants to put that off for a while. 

Fred Brown is a retired senior writer for the 
Knoxville News Sentinel and a freelance journalist 
living in Knoxville, Tenn. 



Legionnaire fights for 
World War I memorial 

Thomas Kouyeas, past commander of the Department 
of the District of Columbia, wants the U.S. government to 
take better care of the only World War I memorial on the 
National Mall. Only a stone's throw from the far grander 
World War II national memorial, the granite rotunda - 
bearing the names of 487 Americans who died in 
battle - sits neglected on the 90th anniversary of the 
Great War's end. "It should be a shining example - 
a shrine in the District of Columbia that all the citizens 
should be very proud of," Kouyeas says. "But the National 
Park Service doesn't even have the D.C. War Memorial on 
their list of places to visit. To this day, I don't see any signs 
pointing visitors in its direction." 

Since 1976, Kouyeas has served as chairman of the D.C. 
World War I Memorial and May Day Corp., organizing 
annual ceremonies on the third Sunday in May. The 
Legion has conducted memorial services there since 
1936, to honor the 26,000 men and women who served in 
World War I and to remember those who fell in battle. 

In 2007, The American Legion passed a resolution 
urging the National Park Service to place the memorial at 
the top of its list of priorities for repair and maintenance. 
Kouyeas, who belongs to Post 38 in Washington, D.C, 
doesn't think the Legion, by itself, "would be able to 
wield sufficient force behind such a project. It has to be a 
coalition of other organizations to have an impact." 




Buckles honored at Capitol 

Frank Buckles lifts a glass of champagne at a gathering in 
the Capitol to honor his status as the last surviving U.S. 
veteran of World War I. Sens. Robert Byrd, Bob Dole, John 
Warner, Harry Reid, Jay Rockefeller and Arlen Specter 
attended the June 18 event, and American Legion Past 
National Commander Clarence M. Bacon was a featured 
speaker. Richard Rovsek, chairman of the San Diego- 
based M2000 Corp., which hosted the event, said the 
tribute was meant to honor not only Buckles, but his 
entire generation. "We are now developing a series of 
events to both honor and entertain our veterans past 
and present during 2009," Rovsek said. 
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RAPID FIRE 



[VETERANS DAY] 



On Veterans Day, HI head down to the small cemetery where my 
father lies. HI trim the grass and weeds that are trying to take over 
his headstone. Then HI clean the dirt from the lettering so all might 
see he was an Army sergeant during World War II. 



I've listened to quite a few speeches at Memorial 
Day and Veterans Day ceremonies, usually given 
by elected officials. I suppose it's in their job 
descriptions to give speeches. I'm glad I don't have 
to do it. To write and present a speech worthy of 
the selfless service and sacrifices of our war 
veterans would be a great challenge. 

Still, it seems politicians just can't resist the 
temptation to wrap speeches around their politics. 
For instance, when our city organized a welcome- 
home ceremony for my son's 
U.S. Marine Reserve Battal- 
ion (3/25 Battalion, Brook 
Park, Ohio), a congress wom- 
an gave a warning to Iraq 
war veterans: "I hope your 
expectations are not too 
high ... we still have a lot of 
work to do here." Was she 
telling my son not to expect 
too much from the nation 
that 37 men of his battalion 
gave their lives for? Was this 
an expression of her grati- 
tude? Then our own congressman spoke. He 
seemed to be thanking the Marines for 
fighting a war that we had no 
business fighting. Thanks for 
your service, even if it was 
for a vain cause. 

After hearing these speech- 
es, I put some thought into 
who should be a Veterans Day 
speaker. I'd like to hear from 
someone with the wisdom of 
Franklin, the nobility of 
Washington, the elegance of 
Webster, the humor of Bob 
Hope, the simplicity of 
Lincoln and the compassion 
of a mother. 

The speech would begin 
by describing the beauty of 
America. No other land has 
ever produced such a 
bounty. I hope the speaker 
would then praise our 
forefathers, who came to 
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America in search of a better life. Pursuing that goal 
with intensity and passion, they were able to give 
freedom and prosperity to their children. 

The speaker would thank God for our right as 
individuals to be free from oppressive govern- 
ments, and cite our nation's noble virtues: selfless 
service, self-reliance, honor, love of God and 
country, and most importantly, courage. 

Inspiring as this orator might be, I still 
want something more. The speaker would be 

someone who knows what 
it's like to spend sleepless 
nights worrying about a 
loved one serving in 
combat, or has shed tears 
upon hearing that a 
neighbor's son has been 
killed or injured. 

For politicians still in 
the running for speaker, 
did they change their vote 
supporting the war after 
committing our troops to 
fight in it? Have they 
opened the treasury, cut red tape and forsak- 
en pork-barrel spending so our military 
leaders might have whatever is needed to 
win? Did they pursue every advantage to 
safeguard our troops and bring a swift 
and enduring victory? Did they ask 
Americans to make any sort of sacri- 
fice? Finally, they'd never apologize 
to returning warriors for their 

service or imply that 
America isn't worth 
fighting for. 
So who would give 
the speech? I'm guess- 
ing a soccer mom with a 
bumper sticker that reads, 
"Proud Mother of a Marine," 
(or soldier, sailor or airman). 
Who could be more worthy of 
giving tribute to our veterans? 

Craig Niederriter is a member 
of American Legion Post 703 
in Parma Heights, Ohio. 
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"It is, in a way, an odd thing 
to honor those who died in defense 
of our country in wars far away 
The imagination plays a trick. 

"We see these soldiers in our mind 
as old and wise. We see them as 
something like the founding fathers, 
grave and gray-haired. 

"But most of them were boys when 
they died. They gave up two lives: 
the one they were living and 
the one they would have lived. 

"When they died, they gave up their 
chance to be husbands and fathers 
and grandfathers. They gave up 
their chance to be revered old men. 
They gave up everything for 
their country, for us. 

"All we can do is remember." 

President Ronald W. Reagan, 

Arlington National Cemetery, Nov. 11, 1985 

[TRIBUTE] 

Korean War highway 

So far, seven states have dedicated 
portions of historic U.S. 80 within their 
borders for a single coast-to-coast 
highway honoring Korean War 
veterans. Only Texas and California 
are needed to complete the link. 

The latest state to rename U.S. 80 is 
Georgia. American Legion 
Department Commander Dale 
Barnett adopted the memorial 
highway project as one of his goals 
during his 2007-2008 tenure. 

"Korean War veterans deserve to be 
honored," he says. "Sure, there is a 
memorial on the Mall in Washington, 
but few people have the opportunity 
to visit. Hundreds of thousands, if not 
millions, of people will travel U.S. 80 
and the roads that supplanted it." 
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War Service Medal and is a powerful reminder of 
the bravery and sacrifice made by so many 
\ during these historic conflicts. 

The exclusive watch band features the Service 
Ribbon above the Service Medal dial. 
Your Service Branch Emblem in full 
S\V enameled colors, is set in the band below 
the dial. The caseback will be engraved 
with your initials, years of service and 
Post Number. 

Watch features include a precision quartz 
movement for accuracy within seconds 
per month, water-resistant case and 
adjustable bracelet, both decorated with 
23 karat gold. 



A convenient payment plan is available, 

and your satisfaction is guaranteed or return 

within 30 days for replacement or refund. 

YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT 
TO WEAR THIS SERVICE MEDAL WATCH. 



1-800-255-3048 

- Fri. from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit Card ready when ordering. 



OR, MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives ™, Two Radnor Corp. Ctr., Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ YES. I wish to order the following Service CREDIT CARD: Exp. Date: / 

Watch, personalized as follows: (/check choices) □ VISA □ MC □ AMEX □ DISCOVER 

□ World War II □ Korean Service □ Vietnam 

□ Desert Storm □ Afghanistan (not shown) □ Iraq CC# 

SERVICE BRANCH: □ Army □ Navy 

□ Air Force □ Marine Corps □ Coast Guard 

□ Merchant Marine □ Seabee (not shown) 

INITIALS DESIRED (3): 



Signature 

SHIPPING ADDRESS: (WE CANNOT SHIP TO P.O. BOXES) 



POST #: . 



SERVICE YRS: . 



Name_ 



Address 



City_ 



_State_ 



_Zip 



□ Enclosed is my check or money order for 
$125* per watch payable to "Veterans 
Commemoratives" as payment in full, or 

□ Charge my credit card $ 125* per watch 
as payment in full, or 

□ Charge my credit card in two (2) monthly 
installments of $ 62.50* each. 



VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM 



Daytime Phone # (_ 



ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

* Plus $12.95 per watch for engraving, s& h. ©ICM 2004-2008 

* PA Residents add 6% ($8 .28) sales tax. | MEDBND-ALM-1108 | 
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[PERSONAL COMPUTING] 



Become a wordsmith, with a little help from your PC 



Ai|ecthf«: He.is.u* »ple.»s.»ilei.H«>.is.»iil#sl> pbswt 
t. Affording pleasure, being in harmony with your last* or 
likings 

*we had a pleasant evening together, "a pleasant scene" 
'pleasant sensations" 
2 (of persons) having pleasing manners or behaviour 
1 didnl entoy rt and probably wasnl a pleasant person to 
be around" 



N«*etf Artonyrm See*o Snrfar 

good-natured 

grateful 

gratifying 

idyllic f 



BY REID GOLDSBOROUGH 

Since their advent, personal computers have 
helped you look good when you write, no 
matter what you write - from school papers to 
company reports. If you like communicating with 
the written word, you probably also like trying out 
new writing utilities. 

Utility programming is a 
fascinating area, with 
individual programmers 
trying to improve the major 
office-type programs in ways 
that Microsoft and the other 
big boys haven't thought of. 
If a function fills a need, 
such as spell-checking, it 
eventually moves from the 
province of utilities to being 
a standard feature of the 
program itself. 

One of the most interesting 
writing utilities today is a 
one-click dictionary, thesau- 
rus and reference program for Windows called 
WordWeb. It's the brainchild of Antony Lewis, a 
free-thinking Brit from Cambridge, England. 

Similar utilities are included with Microsoft 
Office, though WordWeb improves upon them, and 
it's easily accessible from just about any Windows 
program, not only those of Microsoft Office. The 
program isn't yet available for the Mac or Linux, 
though Lewis says he's working on it. 

Say you want more information about a particu- 
lar word. Just hold down the Ctrl key and right- 
click on the word in your word processing, e-mail, 
Web or other document. In some programs you 
can't use the mouse this way but need to double- 
click on the word to highlight it, then press the 
WordWeb hot key. A window opens that shows 
you definitions of the word as well as synonyms. 
Click on "Replace," and the program replaces the 
word with the synonym of your choice. 

Various tabs provide a wealth of other informa- 
tion, such as a list of the types of thing or action 
that the word represents, its components, or what 
it's a component of. The program can thus jog your 
memory or jump-start your creativity. 

Additionally, you can click on the program's 
"Wikipedia" tab to read its encyclopedia entry, if 
one exists using the word you've selected. Or you 
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1 WordWeb 
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QUICK LINKS 

WordWeb Software 
www.wordweb.info 



can click on the "WordWeb Online" tab to read 
more about what the word represents from other 
Web research sites, or to have the word translated 
into different foreign languages. 

If you'd like to know how the word is pro- 
nounced, instead of deciphering the phonetic 
spelling, you can alternately click on the micro- 
phone icon and a male voice will say the word 
to you through your com- 
puter's speakers. This can 
help when giving speeches 
or in conversation. 

Another interesting aspect 
of WordWeb is how it's 
distributed. Like many 
utilities, it comes in both a 
free and pay version. But 
the free version has a 
carbon-friendly catch. 

During installation a 
window says, "All users may 
use WordWeb for 30 days for 
evaluation purposes. After 
30 days you may use it only 
if you take less than three flights in any 12-month 
period. If you fly more often you must purchase 
WordWeb Pro." It's an honor system. 

In addition to downloading the program for free 
from WordWeb's own site, you can download it 
from CNET's Download.com, MajorGeeks.com and 
other third-party sites. 

The pay version has more customizing options. 
The single-user pay version costs $29, with other 
licensing options for multiple users. Even the free 
program can be customized for speakers of 
American English as well as speakers of English in 
Canada, Britain and other countries. 

WordWeb Pro started out as an add-on for 
Crossword Compiler, a popular crossword puzzle 
maker. It has since grown into a stand-alone 
product regularly updated with new words. The 
WordWeb database is drawn from Princeton 
University's WordNet project, with additions and 
corrections to it. 

All told, the program is a shining example of 
personal computer entrepreneurship. 

Reid Goldsborough is a syndicated columnist and 
author of the book "Straight Talk About the 
Information Superhighway" reidgold@comcast.net, 
www. reidgoldsborough. com 
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AS HEARD ON PAUL HARVEY NEWS 

New advanced portable heater can 
cut you r heating bill up to 50% 

Heats a large room in minutes with even 
heat wall to wall and floor to ceiling 

Does not get hot, cannot start a fire and 
will not reduce humidity or oxygen 



A new advanced quartz 
infrared portable heater, the 
EdenPURE™, can cut your 
heating bills by up to 50%. 

You have probably heard 
about the remarkable Eden- 
PURE™ as heard on Paul Har- 
vey News and on television 
features across the nation. 

The EdenPURE™ can pay 
for itself in a matter of 
weeks and then start putting 
a great deal of extra money 
in your pocket after that. 

A major cause of residen- 
tial fires in the United States 
is portable heaters. But the 
EdenPURE™ cannot cause a 
fire. That is because the 
quartz infrared heating ele- 
ment never gets to a tempera- 
ture that can ignite anything. 

The outside of the Eden- 
PURE™ only gets warm to 
the touch so that it will not 
burn children or pets. Pets 
can sleep on it when it is op- 
erating without harm. 

The advanced space-age 
EdenPURE™ Quartz Infrared 
Portable Heater also heats 
the room evenly, wall-to- 
wall and floor-to-ceiling. 
And, as you know, portable 
heaters only heat an area a 
few feet around the heater. 

Unlike other heating 
sources, the EdenPURE™ 
cannot put poisonous carbon 
monoxide into a room or any 
type of fumes or any type of 
harmful radiation. 

Q. What is the origin of 
this amazing heating ele- 
ment in the EdenPURE™? 

A. This advanced heating 
element was discovered acci- 
dentally by a man named 
John Jones. 

Q. What advantages does 
infrared quartz tube heating 
source have over other heat- 
ing source products? 

A. John Jones designed 
his heating source around 
the three most important 
consumer benefits: econo- 
my, comfort, and safety. 

In the EdenPURE™ sys- 
tem, electricity is used to gen- 
erate infrared light which, in 
turn, creates a very safe heat. 



Never be cold again 



How it works: 



i 



Cannot start a fire; a child or animal 
can touch or sit on it without harm 




After a great deal of re- 
search and development, 
very efficient infrared heat 
chambers were developed 
that utilize three unique 
patented solid copper heat 
exchangers in one Eden- 
PURE™ heater. 

Q. How can a person cut 
their heating bill by up to 
50% with the EdenPURE™? 

A. The EdenPURE™ will 
heat a room in minutes. 
Therefore, you can turn the 
heat down in your house to as 
low as 50 degrees, but the 
room you are occupying, 
which has the EdenPURE™, 
will be warm and comfort- 
able. The EdenPURE™ is 
portable. When you move to 
another room, it will quickly 
heat that room also. This can 
drastically cut heating bills, in 
some instances, by up to 50%. 

The EdenPURE™ comes 
in 2 models. GEN3 Model 



500 heats a room up to 300 
square feet and GEN3 Model 
1000 heats a room up to 
1,000 square feet. 

End of interview. 

The EdenPURE™ will 
pay for itself in weeks. It will 
put a great deal of extra mon- 
ey in a users pocket. Because 
of today's spiraling gas, oil, 
propane, and other energy 
costs, the EdenPURE™ will 
provide even greater savings 
as the time goes by. 

Readers who wish can ob- 
tain the EdenPURE™ Quartz 
Infrared Portable Heater at a 
$75 discount if they order in 
the next 10 days. Please see 
the Special Readers Discount 
Coupon on this page. For 
those readers ordering after 
10 days from the date of this 
publication, we reserve the 
right to either accept or reject 
order requests at the dis- 
counted price. 




Heats floor to the 
same temperature 
as ceiling. -- — ^ 



1. Electricity ignites powerful 
quartz infrared lamp. 



2. The quartz infrared lamp without 
combustion gently warms the 
patented cured copper tubes. 



3. The heat from the copper tubing rides the 
humidity in the room and provides moist, 
soft heat ceiling to floor, wall to wall with- 
out reducing oxygen or humidity. 



SPECIAL READER'S DISCOUNT COUPON 

The price of the EdenPURE™ GEN3 Model 500 is $372 plus $17 shipping for a total of 
$389 delivered. The GEN3 Model 1000 is $472 plus $27 shipping and handling for a total 
of $499 delivered. People reading this publication get a $75 discount with this coupon and 
pay only $297 delivered for the GEN3 Model 500 and $397 delivered for the GEN3 Mod- 
el 1000 if you order within 10 days. The EdenPURE™ comes in the decorator color of 
black with burled wood accent which goes with any decor. There is a strict limit of 3 units 
at the discount price - no exceptions please. 
Check below which model and number you want: 
□ GEN3 Model 500, number □ GEN3 Model 1000, number 

• To order by phone, call TOLL FREE 1-800-588-5608 Ext. EPH8060. Place your 
order by using your credit card. Operators are on duty 24 hours, 7 days. 

• To order online, log on to www.epheater.com 

• To order by mail, by check or credit card, fill out and mail in this coupon. 

This product carries a 60-day satisfaction guarantee. If you are not totally satisfied, your 
purchase price will be refunded. No questions asked. There is also a three year warranty. 



ADDRESS 



STATE 



ZIP CODE 



CITY 

Check below to get discount: 

□ I am ordering within 10 days of the date of this publication, therefore I get a $75 discount 
and my price is only $297 for GEN3 Model 500 and $397 for GEN3 Model 1000 delivered. 

□ I am ordering past 10 days of the date of this publication, therefore I pay shipping and han- 
dling and full price totaling $389 for GEN3 Model 500 and $499 for GEN3 Model 1000. 

Enclosed is $ in: DCash □ Check □ Money Order 

(Make check payable to BioTech Research) or charge my: 

□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Am. Exp./Optima □ Discover/Novus 
Account No. 

Signature 

MAIL TO: BioTech Research Dept. EPH8060 
7800 Whipple Ave. N.W. 
Canton, OH 44767 



_ Exp. Date _ 
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[VERBATIM] 

"It is a subject of great pain, for many of 
us still, and it was probably not 
appropriate to be shown/' 

MSNBC anchor Keith Olbermann, 

on the network's decision to air a graphic 
9/11 tribute played at the Republican 
National Convention on Sept. 4 

"I want to give a shout-out to all my 
Saudi Arabian brothers and sisters. If you 
could all please send me some oil for my 
jet, I would truly appreciate it." 

Hip-hop artist Sean "Diddy" Combs 

"The Yankee hegemony is finished." 

Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, 

announcing that two Tu-160 Russian bombers 
would carry out training maneuvers in Venezuela 

"We have achieved our main goals, 
which means that our country and the 
United States will be more secure." 

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk, on signing 
a deal to build a U.S. missile defense base in Poland 

"The president, Mikheil 
Saakashvili, doesn't exist for us. 
He is a political corpse." 

Russian President Dmitri Medvedev, 

announcing that he will not negotiate 
with the Georgian leader 

"I knew I had two choices: 

bring the cat home or get a divorce." 
Gil Smith of Gilbert, Ariz., who drove 70 miles 
before hearing the distressed meows of his cat, 
Bella, from atop a spare tire beneath his truck. 
He canceled his appointments for the day. 

"I want to tell you, Detroit, that you done 
set me up for a comeback." 

Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick, announcing 
his resignation after pleading guilty in a 
sex-and-misconduct scandal 

"The United States, I've said many times, 
doesn't have any permanent enemies." 

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, 

during a visit with Libyan leader 
MoammarGadhafi in Tripoli 

"Harry has made no secret of the fact 
he wants to be there when the regiment 
returns to the front line next year. He said 
the experience of leading his men into 
battle is one he hopes he can repeat." 

An anonymous member of the Bluesand 
Royals regiment, saying the British prince wants 
a second tour of duty in Afghanistan 

"It is foolish and wrong to mourn 
the men who died. Rather we should 
thank God that such men lived." 

U.S. Army Gen. George S. Patton, 1885-1945 



[CAREERS] 

Create your own resume brand 

One of the latest trends in resume writing is personal branding, the process of 
creating a branding statement that showcases the unique talents of each 
individual job seeker. Think of your branding statement as the overriding theme of 
your resume - the theme that pulls all of your experience 
together under one umbrella and clearly communicates, 
'This is who I am, and this is the value I bring to your 
organization." 
To create your own personal brand, follow these steps: 

1. Define your current career objective. 

2. Identify your top three to five skills, qualifications and 
talents as they relate to your objective. 

3. Identify your top two or three achievements as they relate 
to your objective. 

4. Identify any unique success traits or characteristics that you possess. 

5. Combine all of that information into one document and then consolidate the 
information into one sentence, phrase, short paragraph or tag line to create your 
branding statement. 

Branding statements can be presented in a number of different formats and 
structures. Here are a few examples to help you formulate your own: 

■ Logistics Manager 

Optimizing advanced technology to enhance productivity, efficiency and quality 

■ Electronics Engineering Professional 

Designing best-in-class product engineering solutions for aerospace, defense and 
commercial markets 

■ Senior Executive - Veterans Employment 

Champion of employment rights, programs and opportunities for our nation's veterans 

■ Human Resource & Organizational Development Executive 

Expertise in human capital management, training and development, leadership 

Today's job search market is intensely competitive, and you want to do whatever 
you can to distinguish yourself from other candidates. Try integrating a personal 
branding statement into your resume and you'll notice an immediate 
improvement in the impact of the resume, and number of responses it will 
generate. Then, be certain to stay "on brand" as you present your qualifications 
during the interviewing and hiring process. 

Wendy Enelow is the co-author of "Expert Resumes for Military-to-Civilian Transitions" 
and "Executive Resume Toolkit" t 

www.wendyenelow.com IK. 



[ECONOMICS] 

What's a recession? 

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines a recession simply, and 
vaguely, as "a period of reduced economic activity." 

BusinessDictionary.com defines it as a "period of general economic 
decline, defined usually as a contraction in the GDP for six months 
(two consecutive quarters) or longer." 

But according to The Washington Times, the Business Cycle Dating 
Committee of the National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) is 
"the official arbiter of when recessions begin and end ... Officially, 
the NBER committee defines a recession, which it calibrates by 
month (not by quarter), as 'a significant decline in activity spread 
across the economy, lasting more than a few months, visible in j 
industrial production, employment, real income and wholesale- 1 
retail trade.'" I 
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Introducing the world's simplest cell phone experience — with service as low as $10 a month 31 " 

It doesn't play games, take pictures, 
NEW or give you the weather 

No 

Contract ^he Jitterbug developed with Samsung. 

It's the cell phone that's changing all the rules. 

For people like me, who want a cell phone that's easy to use. Over the years, 
cell phones have become smaller and smaller with so many complicated features. 
They are harder to program and harder to use. But the Jitterbug® cell phone has 
simplified everything, so its not only easy to use, it's easy to try. No crowded 
malls, no waiting in line, no confusing sales people, or complicated plans. 
Affordable and convenient cell phone service is only a toll-free phone call away. 

Questions about Jitterbug? Try our pre-recorded 
Jitterbug Toil-Free Hotline 1-800-230-9045 




The new Jitterbug® cell phone makes calling simple! 

• Large, bright, easy to see display and buttons 

• Comes pre-programmed and ready to use right out of the box 

• No contract required 

• An operator is always available to help you, and will call you by name 

• Push "Yes" to call directly from your personal phone list 

• Soft ear cushion and louder volume for better sound quality 

• Separate Volume Up/Down button on cover of phone 

• Hearing aid compatible 

• Familiar dial tone confirms service (no other cell phone has this) 

• Service as low as $ 1 0 a month* 

• Access help wherever you go 



r 



i 




Why pay for minutes you'll never use! 





Simple 


Simple 




30 


60 




Plan f 


Plan + 


Monthly Price 


$15.00 


$20.00 


Included Minutes/Month 


30 


60 


Operator Assistance 


24/7 


24/7 


911 Access 


FREE 


FREE 


Long Distance Calls 


No add 'I charge 


No add 'I charge 


Nationwide Coverage +t 


Yes 


Yes 


Trial Period 


30 days 


30 days 



Available in a simple 
12-button Dial phone 
and an even simpler 
3-button OneTouch 
phone for easy access 
to the operator, the 
number of your 
choice, and 911. 



® ®® 

I® © (s? 



5 - ;/ 

12-button Dial Phone 

available in 
Graphite and White. 



Service as low as $10 a month and a friendly 30-day return policy**. If you've ever wanted 
the security and convenience of a cell phone, but never wanted the fancy features and minutes 
you don't need. . . Jitterbug® is for you. Like me, you'll soon be telling your friends about 
Jitterbug®. Call now. 

Jitterbug® Cell Phone item# Bu-4722 

1 \ 44 r £*\\\t*r\* now *° r our l° west price. 

1 1 1 v 1 IJ U>4| brought to you ^-f^^Q^-^YT) L,' L," I " Please mention promotional code 36753. 

1-866-540-0297 



1998 Ruffin Mill Road 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834 



www.jitterbugdirect.com 



IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, select calling plans, and credit approval. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. Coverage and service 
not available everywhere. Copyright © GreatCall, Inc. Jitterbug and GreatCall are trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics America, Inc and its related entities. *Not 
including government taxes, assessment surcharges, and set-up fee. **Applies to phone and monthly service charges only, provided call time usage is less than 30 minutes and phone is in like-new condition. Usage 
charges may apply. tAll plans require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone. In addition, there is a one time set up fee of $35. ttjitterbug will work almost everywhere in the U.S. where cellular service is available from 
most of the major carriers. 
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[AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL] 



Marathon games in 
American Legion Baseball 

For more than four decades, Philip Lowry 
of Minnesota has been attempting to 
identify all American Legion Baseball 
games lasting 20 or more innings and/or 
five or more hours. Readers who know of 
additional games can e-mail him. 
plowry1176@aol.com 

LASTING 20 OR MORE INNINGS 
AND FIVE OR MORE HOURS 

24 innings, 6:06 

Regional Park, Midwest City, Okla., 
July 1973 

Midwest City Post 170 2, Choctaw Post 170 1 
Fifty fans at start of game, 15 fans at end. 
Finished at 2:06 a.m. 

21 innings, 5:30 

Minster, Ohio, July 18, 1956 

St. Mary's 4, Lima 3 

20 innings, 5:45 
Greenwood, S.C., July 15, 1959 

Clinton Post 20 5, Greenwood 3 

LASTING 20 INNINGS OR MORE 
BUT LESS THAN FIVE HOURS OR 
UNKNOWN TIME 

21 innings, time unknown 
Wakefield High School Field, Arlington, 
Va., July 24, 1971 

Martz Insurance 10, Post 130 9 

21 innings, time unknown 
Dawson Field, Depew, N.Y., 
July 16, 17 and 19,2000 

Depew Post 1528 4, Orchard Park Post 5673 
Rain delays on July 16. Suspended after 

8 innings on July 16. Suspended again 
after 20 innings on July 17. 

20 innings, time unknown 

Siler City vs. Bethel, N.C., June 17, 1969 

Siler City post defeats Bethel post, u n known 
final score 

LASTING FIVE OR MORE HOURS 
BUT LESS THAN 20 INNINGS 
17 innings, 5:05 
Keene, N.H., September 1963 

Greensboro, N.C., 8, Orangeburg, S.C., 6 

9 innings, 5:00 

Plote Field, Lake in the Hills, III., 
July 24, 2005 

St. Charles Post 342 22, 
Crystal Lake Post 171 14 




Las Vegas Post 76's Titans celebrate their victory over Pasco, Wash., Post 34 
in The American Legion Baseball World Series championship game. D.j.Quinian 

Las Vegas Post 76 

wins Legion World Series 

Las Vegas Post 76 (Bishop Gorman High School) 
captured the 2008 American Legion Baseball World Series 
in Shelby, N.C., on Aug. 27, defeating Pasco, Wash., Post 34 
in the championship game, 5-1. About the only thing 
stopping the Post 76 team was a record seven to 10 inches 
of rainfall, along with tornado-watch activity, that moved 
through Shelby on Aug. 26. 

The Post 76 Titans breezed through the double-elimina- 
tion tournament, going undefeated and finishing the sea- 
son with a 75-7 record. The team's 75-win total set a new 
mark for the number of wins by a championship club. 

All-around performer Jeff Malm, who has a commitment 
to play ball at the University of Southern California after 
graduation, led the parade of stars for Las Vegas. He 
earned a tournament-record five saves with his pitching, 
hit a pair of home runs, and also worked part-time on the 
field as a first baseman. He was named Most Valuable 
Player for the tournament. 

Other standouts for Post 76 - and all-tournament selec- 
tions - included third baseman Scott Dysinger and pitcher 
Matt Hall. Another Titan player, Paul Sewald, received the 
James F. Daniel Jr. Sportsmanship Award. 

The tournament leaders included Brandon Bass of 
Omaha, Neb. (.576 batting average), Max Garrett of Pasco, 
Wash. (17 RBI and 38 total bases) and Cade Lynch of Jones- 
boro, Ark. (33 strikeouts). 

Tournament attendance also set a record, with 58,643 
people enjoying the five-day, 14-game event. 

More tournament information and photos are available 
online, www.baseball.legion.org 
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It's So Easy, I Just 
Open The Door And 
Step In! 



[LEGIONNAIRES INACTION] 

POST 120, DISPUTANA, VA., AND 

POST 146, HOPEWELL, VA.: 

Legionnaires in Virginia's Fourth 
District have distributed more than 
20,000 phone cards to U.S. military 
personnel and veterans, thanks to a 
convenience-store owner who 
believes in troop support. 

The owner had a surplus of unused 
cards - each with 30 minutes of 
international airtime and 50 minutes 
of U.S. airtime, with no expiration - 
and gave them to an employee to 
distribute. The employee called 
friends at Post 120 in Disputana, 
whose members offered to distribute 
cards in local veterans hospitals, as 
did Legionnaires at Post 146 in 
Hopewell. 'These guys have family 
who might live in Texas or California 
and can't get here," Post 146 
Commander Paul Laskey said. "I'll give 
guys fistfuls of them so they can talk 
the entire day if they want to." 

POST 121, WACO, TEXAS: Last 
Veterans Day, American Legion Post 
and Auxiliary Unit 121 of Waco, Texas, 
hosted a memorial service for the 
families of four U.S. military members 
killed in Iraq, with President Bush and 
other officials in attendance. 

Mayors of Lorena, West, Waco and 
Bellmead presented plaques to the 
families of Marine Gunnery Sgt. John 
Fry, who died trying to disarm a bomb 
in Al Anbar on March 8, 2006; Army 
Spc. Jeffrey Shaffer, killed by a 
roadside bomb in Ramadi on Sept. 13, 
2006; Marine Lance Cpl. Johnny 
Strong, killed when his platoon was 
ambushed in Al Anbar on June 12, 
2007; and Army Spc. Javier Antonio 
Villanueva, killed by an IED in Al Asad 
on Nov. 24, 2005. 

Bush said the families of fallen 
Americans should know that their 
sons and daughters "served a cause 
that is good and just and noble." 

Charles Boatright of Little Elm 
created the Fallen Soldier Memorial 
Plaque program after the death of his 
nephew, Sgt. Michael "Luke" 
Boatright, in Iraq. He commissioned a 
plaque with an etching of his nephew 
for Luke's mother. With the help of the 
Legion, Boatwright hopes to give 
similar plaques to the families of all 
fallen servicemembers from Texas. 




Walk-In Bathtubs 
By Premier. 

As we get older bathing can become more 
of a challenge. Premier has an extensive 
range of walk-in tubs which have helped 
improve the lives of thousands of people. 
Call today or return the coupon and 
discover which one of our superb walk-in 
tubs could benefit you the most. 




Please send me a FREE Premier 
Brochure of Walk-in Tubs 

Name 



- Care in Bathing 



Telephone 



Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

Send to: Premier Bathrooms Inc, 2330 South Nova Rd, 

| CODE 10118 



South Daytona, Florida 32119 



CALL NOW-TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 

SOURCE CODE 10118 



If you, or a loved one, has been diagnosed 

with Mesothelioma or asbestos related lung cancer, 
please contact us for your: 

FREE OFFICIAL 
MESOTHELIOMA BOOKS 




Cancer 



100 


QUESTIONS 
M 1 R9 




• Boon 




■ 







Toll Free (888) 891-2200 

Visit our website at: 
www.mesotheliomaoptions.com 

Robert L. Steinberg is licensed to practice law in the State of Texas and in the 
State of New York. Principal office located in Houston, Texas. Local counsel will be 
associated in the client's state filing. Cases are likely to be referred. 

Robert L. Steinberg is licensed by the Texas Supreme Court. 



RAPID FIRE 



[REMEMBRANCE] 

Mount Kl A/Ml A 
honors America's 
war dead, missing 

Named to honor U.S. military 
members killed in action or 
missing in action, Mount KIA/MIA 
was dedicated in a ceremony 
about five miles south of Villa 
Grove, Colo., in June. 

At 11,282 feet high, the mountain 
was designated a national 
monument last October by the 
U.S. Board on Geographic Names; 
it lies in the southern Sawatch 
Range, about four miles south of 
Mount Ouray. 

Terry O'Neill, a representative of 
The American Legion's 12th District 
in Colorado, told participants the 
dedication "is an incredible tribute 
to our fallen veterans." Two U.S. Air 
Force Chinook helicopters flew 
overhead in tribute. 

Bradley Hight, Mount KIA/MIA 
dedication committee chairman, 
led the ceremony. He said the 
process started in mid-2002, when 
he met fellow veteran Bruce 
Salisbury of Aztec, N.M., who 
wanted to name a mountain in 
honor of all U.S. troops killed or 
missing in action. Bradley liked the 
idea because his great-uncle, 
whom he never met, died in Italy 
during World War II. 

"Wherever I traveled, I would try 
to get support letters for this," 
Hight said. A Ute Indian, he 
received help from other Utes and 
members of the Navajo and Lakota 
tribes in submitting an application 
to the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management. 

"Kiya-miya-vat" in the Ute 
language means "place where 
people walk about playing" or 
"place where people walk about 
laughing." According to tribal 
beliefs, the place the soul goes 
after death is a happy place. 

The ceremony included a flag 
presentation by the Women 
Veterans of Farmington, N.M., Post 
1912. Several members of Salida, 
Colo., American Legion Post 64 
also attended the ceremony. 



[GIVING] 

Bequests from beyond 

As a boy growing up in Baker City, 
Ore., Leo Adler was advised by his 
father to forget about college. "Let 
those other boys go, and you stay 
behind and work," he counseled his 
son. "You will be four years ahead 
of them." Adler followed his 
father's advice and sold magazines 
on a street in Baker City. He 
eventually developed a seven-state 
empire with 2,000 outlets and annual sales 
of more than 3 million magazines. When 
he died, he left virtually all of his money 
to the communities of Baker City and 
North Powder. Over the past three de- 
cades, his bequest has helped fund numer- 
ous community projects and, ironically, 
provided dozens of college scholarships. 

Like many benefactors, Adler was an 
ordinary citizen who led a quiet life and 
didn't appear to have a lot of money. But in 
his will, he left part of what he had to help 
others. But memorial bequests aren't just 
for the wealthy. Anyone can donate, in 
many ways, to help future generations. 

In fact, an enormous transfer of wealth 
- as much as $41 trillion, according to one 
study - is expected to occur over the next 
50 years as baby boomers age and pass on. 

Consider Mary Edwards of Grandby, 
Conn., who cared deeply for her home- 
town and was determined to help preserve 
its rural character. In her will, she donated 
land her family owned, known locally as 
"The Mountain," to the Granby Land 
Trust. Edwards wanted to make sure her 
gift was permanent, so she and her 
attorney structured a fund to pay interest 
income from her estate to the trust, 
thereby supporting in perpetuity the costs 
of preserving the open space. 

A bequest can be made by creating a 
private endowed foundation, giving to a 
community foundation, establishing a 
supporting organization, or developing a 
business or corporate foundation. Each has 
advantages and disadvantages, and all 
have tax implications. Contact an attorney 
or tax accountant to discuss the best 
method for you. 

- Dale Fehringer 




Resources for 
creating a 
charitable bequest 

Association of Small 
Foundations 

www.smallfoundations.org 

Council on 
Foundations 

www.cof.org 

Fidelity Charitable 
Services 

www.charitablegift.org 

Forum of Regional 
Association of 
Grantmakers 

www.givingforum.org 

Foundation Center 

www.foundationcenter.org 

Foundation Source 

www.foundationsource.com 

National Center for 
Family Philanthropy 

www.ncfp.org 



Bequests to The 
American Legion 

Many veterans and 
patriotic Americans 
remember The American 
Legion in their final 
plans. For more 
information, ask your 
estate planner or contact 
The American Legion 
Finance Division. 

(317) 630-1200 

finance@legion.org 
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Frequent «m>? i#? i#? 

BATHROOM 

VLlLPS?, 

Bell Prostate 
Ezee Flow Tea #4a 

Men have quick relief in 3-5 I 
days from dribbling, burning 
and rushing to the toilet. Must | 
help or money refunded! It re- 
ally works in virtually every case. If you are consider- 
ing surgery, try this tea first. Literally hundreds of 
delighted men testifying on our web site: 
■ Had to get up every hour at night. Now I get 
up once a night. Joseph Whittaker, Sewell, NJ ■ I 
cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a 
night. I'm so happy not to have to face the torment of 
a prostate operation. Albert E. Blain, 74, Schumacher, 
ON ■ Even after TURP prostate surgery and 
microwave therapy had to get up many times. Now 
down to 1-2 times. Tea is 100% better than drugs. 
Robert G. Stocker, Eustasis, FL ■ After 1st year 
drinking tea my PSA went down to 4.5; after 2nd year 
to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3. 1 highly recommend the tea. 
A real life saver. Thomas M. Thurston, Forsyth, GA. 
Large box, 1 20g. $1 9.95. ■ Women ask for Blad- 
der Control Tea for Women #4b. Guaranteed to 
stop incontinence, frequency, urgency and inflamma- 
tion pain. Stop needless suffering. Go shopping & trav- 
eling with confidence. Box 120g $19.95. 



B l Buy it in 7000 stores in USA 
and Canada. Store locations on 
1 www.BellLifestyleProducts.com 
■ LL Click "Where to buy" or call 1 -800-333- 
^^^^ 7995. If your local store does not carry it, 
order on our website or by phone or mail a check. 
S&H $9.95, minimum 2 boxes total $49.85. Bell Lifestyle 
Products Inc., 07090 68th St, South Haven, Ml 49090. 




Co Online 

4 DRIeafvac.com 




0rderSm6kesDirpct.com 



To Order Call Toll Free: 

1.866.215.1069 

Or Visit Us Online At: 
www.ordersmokesdirect.com 



$1 0.00 Off 

Your First Order 



SWITCH & SAVE! 



3 carton minimum 
Use Code: AML-B18 

Expires 1/31/09 



NOT ALL BRANDS AVAILABLE 
IN ALL STATES. 



RED BOX FAVORITES MENTHOL BRANDS 




VALUE BRANDS 



/ice 



ROGER 



Ace 

$!6.99c 



Roger 

$!6.99o 



I ' m 



INDIAN BLENDS 




Skydancer 

$IU9 Carte 



Seneca 

$l7.99c. 



USA Gold $22.99 I Bronco $19.49 I Infinity $13.49 I Pall Mall $32.99 I Liggett Select $20.49 



Skoal 
$18.99 5 CT 

Copenhagen 
$19.99 5 CT 

Timberwolf 
$10.99 5 CT 

Grizzly 
$8.99 5 CT 

Red Buck 
Little Cigars 

$8.99 CARTON 

Swisher Sweets 

$2Q.99 10/20 PKS. 



Surgeon General's Warning: 

Smoking by pregnant women 

may result in fetal injury 
premature birth and low birth 
weight. 

Buyer responsible for all 
applicable tobacco taxes. 
Prices subject to change 
without notice 



welDIHl 
oninner 

Must be at least 21 
years old to order. 
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[POLITICS] 



AMERICA 

AT THE POLLS 




During the last 
presidential election 

K percent of whites were 
registered to vote 

A A P ercent °f D ' ac ks were 
registered to vote 

percent of Hispanics 
£ J were registered to vote 

AH P ercent of the 

^ w electorate was male 

percent of the electorate 
was female 

percent of the electorate 
was married 

percent of the electorate 
was 30 or older 



54 
63 
83 



Source: The American 



How low can you go? 

According to public-opinion research 
firm Rasmussen, "just 9 percent of 
voters say Congress is doing a good 
or excellent job," while 52 percent say 
Congress is doing a poor job. Among 
Democrats, just 13 percent 
give Congress 
positive marks. 
Among 
Republicans, 
only 8 percent 
give Congress 
positive marks. 
And just 3 
percent of 
Independents say 
they view Congress positively. 




[VETERANS BENEFITS] 
Legion applauds VA move 
to award benefits to ALS vets 

The American Legion strongly 
supports a new rule that offers 
monetary and medical benefits to 
a greater number of military 
veterans who have contracted 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), 
commonly known as Lou Gehrig's 
disease. Studies have shown that 
military veterans are more 
susceptible to ALS than members 
of the general population. 

The Department of Veterans 
Affairs published an interim final 
rule in the Federal Register on 
Sept. 23 establishing a 
presumption of service connection 
for ALS for any veteran with at 
least 90 continuous days of active 
duty who develops the disease any 
time after separation from service. 
An older rule had established a 
presumption of service connection 
with the disease for veterans who 
developed ALS within a year of 
their separation from service. 

ALS is a rare and fatal 
neurological degenerative disease 
with no known cause or cure. The 
strongly identified link between 
military service and the disease 
remains a mystery. 

The new regulation is effective 
immediately and applies to all 
applications for benefits received 
by VA on or after Sept. 23. The 
regulation also applies to pending 
claims or one of the various 
appellate courts on the effective 
date of the interim final rule. 

"The American Legion has long 
supported an indefinite 
presumption for ALS, and we 
applaud the secretary's decision to 
finally create this overdue 
regulation," said National 
Commander David K. Rehbein. 

Veterans diagnosed with ALS, 
including those whose claims were 
denied in the past, or the surviving 
spouse of a veteran who died as a 
result of ALS, are encouraged to 
contact their American Legion 
service officer for more 
information or assistance in filing a 
claim. 800-433-3318 



Doing their duty 

90 percent 64 percent 34 percent 34 percent 25 percent 

ofAmericans ofAmericans ofAmericans ofAmericans ofAmericans 
feel it is their feel guilty consider consider consider 

duty as a when they themselves themselves themselves 

citizen to vote don't vote Democrats Independents Republicans 
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Unbelievable Luxurious Comfort 



Memory Foam Insoles & Thick 
Fleecy Lining Caress Your Feet 



Indoor/Outdoor 
Comfort Moccasins 



, SAVE 
\ Q7 $ 7.00 

JM*W / Off Regular 
^ m Catalog Price 

r EAR Indoors 
Or Out! 




www.DreamProductsCatalog.com (website offers m ay vary) 



Keep Your Feet Warm & Cozy 

Whether you're relaxing indoors or 
making a trip out to the mailbox, these 
ankle high, fleece lined moccasins will 
keep you warm and comfortable. These 
fashionable faux suede moccasins have 
a thick fleece lining and memory foam 
insole that hugs your feet making them 
so comfortable you'll feel like you're 
walking on clouds. Fashion import 
made with a non-slip tread is great for 
indoors and out. 

or Return For Your Money Back 



INDICATE NUMBER OF PAIRS ORDERED UNDER SIZE 


#96040 
Men's 

S (5-6J4) 


#96041 
Men's 
M (7-8 1 /£) 


#96042 
Men's 
L (9-10 1 /4) 


#96043 
Men's 
XL (11-12) 


#96611 
Ladies' 

XS (5-6) 


#96045 
Ladies' 

S (6 1 /£-7 1 /£) 


#96046 
Ladies' 
M (8-9 1 / 2 ) 


#96047 
Ladies' 
L(10-11V£) 


Pr(s) Comfort Moccasins @ $9.97pr. 


$ 


CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax 


$ 


Add $4.95 Shipping & Handling 1st Item 
Add $2.00 Shipping & Handling For Each Additional 


$ 


TOTAL 


$ 



SEND ORDER 
TO: 



Comfort Moccasins 



Dept. 60645 



□Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 

Charge my: QVISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS SM Cards 



Expiration Date I 



City 



Zip 



Dream Products, Inc. 412 dream lane, van nuys, ca 91496 



How to submit a reunion 



The American Legion Magazine pub- 
lishes reunion notices for veterans. 
Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: Reunions, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax 
(317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@legion.org 
or submit information via our Web site, 
www.legion.org/veterans/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 

AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES 

40th Cbt Wing, 92nd, 305th & 306th Bomb 
Grps, 8th AF (WWII), Bedford, England, 5/21-31, 
Ian White, (779) 659-3421, iw.305cando@ 
googlemail.com; 47th Bomb Wing B-45/B-66, 

Savannah-Pooler, GA, 11/5-9, Charlie Palmer, 
(907) 242-1530, crpalmer@gci.net; 63rd TCW 
(MATS), Savannah, GA, Nov, Shirley Holmquist, 
(864) 226-6869, keshi@charter.net; 73rd Tank 
Bn & 73rd Armor, Columbus, GA, 4/23-26, 
Curtis Banker, (518) 643-2302, dmbanker-curtis@ 
northnet.org; 78th Cbt Eng (Fort Benning, GA, 
1951-1953), Nashville, TN, 11/16-19, Charles Webb, 
(404) 294-0514; 112th Air Opns Sqdn, State 
College, PA, 5/1-3, William P. Burns, (814) 235-5113, 
william.burns@paharr.ang.af.mil 

ARMY 

Joint Sec Area Vets, Panmunjom, Korea, 4/11-12, 
Raymond Jones, (207) 873-3254, ray1jones@ 
hotmail.com 

COASTGUARD 

Admiral C.F. Hughes AP 14, Gen. A.W. Brewster 
AP 155, Gen. A.W. Greely AP 141, Gen. H.F. 
Hodges AP 144, Monticello AP 61, Cruise, 
Jacksonville, FL, 5/2-7, Chuck Ulrich, (516) 
747-7426, cfu115@aol.com 

JOINT 

AP Trp Transport Grp, Cruise, Jacksonville, FL, 
5/2-7, Chuck Ulrich, (516) 747-7426, cfu115@aol. 
com; Terrebonne 1ST 1156, Norfolk, VA, 5/13-16, 
David Bader, (614) 841-1223, redab@columbus. 
rr.com 

MARINES 

Item Co 3rd Bn 1st Rgt 1st Mar Div (Korea), 

Dayton, OH, 5/27-31, Victor Shepherd, (513) 
528-4495, vshepherd@cinci.rr.com; 2nd LAAM 
Bn, Yuma, AZ, 5/1-4, Stan Buliszyn, (845) 
266-5609, sb353@optonline.net 

NAVY 

3rd NCB Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Dan 
Stuart, stuart8824@bellsouth.net; 30th, 31st 
& 32nd NCR Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, 
Dan Stuart, stuart8824@bellsouth.net; ACB-1 
Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Skip Nelson, 
(516) 379-6562, seabeeskip@verizon.net; 
Adm. W. S. Benson AP 120, Cruise, Jacksonville, 
FL, 5/2-7, Chuck Ulrich, (516) 747-7426, cfu115@ 
aol.com; Bushnell AS 15, Raleigh, NC, 5/3-6, Ben 
Supowitz, (215) 676-3585, as-15@hullnumber.com; 
Camp DE 251, Galveston, TX, 11/6-9, Weldon Ryn, 
(870) 385-7218, de-251@hullnumber.com; CBMU 
302 Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Dave 
Schill, (609) 410-5969; Chicago CA 14/29/136/ 
CG 11/SSN 721, Moline, IL, 4/15-19, Barrie Gibson, 
(309) 283-0219, barriegbsn@yahoo.com; Cruiser 
Sailors Assn, Buffalo, NY, 5/17-22, Robert 
Polanowski, (585) 365-2316, skica130@aol.com; 
East Coast All Seabee Reunion, Hampton, VA, 
2/27-3/1, Bruce MacDougall, (804) 921-4753, 



will publish a group's listing only once a year. 

Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. We 
do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military pho- 
tos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or 
e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of indi- 
viduals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life mem- 

seabeemacd40@comcast.net; Gen. J.C. 
Breckinridge AP 176, Cruise, Jacksonville, 
FL, 5/2-7, Chuck Ulrich, (516) 747-7426, 
cfu115@aol.com; Gen. W.F.HaseAP 146, 
Cruise, Jacksonville, FL, 5/2-7, Chuck Ulrich, 
(516) 747-7426, cfu115@aol.com; Gen. William 
Mitchell M> 114, Cruise, Jacksonville, FL, 5/2-7, 
Chuck Ulrich, (516) 747-7426, cfu115@aol.com; 
Golden C/fyAP 169, Cruise, Jacksonville, FL, 
5/2-7, Chuck Ulrich, (516) 747-7426, cfu115@ 
aol.com; Gunston Hall LSD 5, Branson, 
MO, 4/26-28, Ron Kennedy, (623) 907-3688, 
ussgunstonhalllsd5@yahoo.com; HEDSUPPACT 
(Saigon), Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Dave 
Schill, (609) 41 0-5969; John A. Bole DD 755, 
Seattle, May, Mike Springer, (715) 536-1526, 
mikespringer755@charter.net; John Hood DD 
655, Branson, MO, 4/16-21, Richard Habel, 
(585) 937-6041 ; Kenneth D. Bailey DD/DDR 
713, Milwaukee, 5/14-17, Robert Nowak, 
(413) 592-1355, blueobblue@aol.com; Kenneth 
Whiting AV 14, Tucson, AZ, 5/3-9, Bob Shelnutt, 
(404) 372-4708, ac-14@hullnumber.com; 
Knapp DD 653, Baton Rouge, LA, 4/30- 5/3, 
Pete Smith, (309) 266-9391, eps@mtco.com; 
Lejeune AP 74, Cruise, Jacksonville, FL, 5/2-7, 
Chuck Ulrich, (516) 747-7426, cfu115@aol.com; 
Manley DD 940 Assn, Chicago, A/23-21, Joe 
Dennison, (386) 767-8068, reunionplanner@ 
ussmanleydd940.org; Marvin H. Mclntyre APA 
129, Branson, MO, 11/6-10, John E.Van Etten, 
(702) 839-1276, apa-129@hullnumber.scom; 
Nav Advisory Grp (Vietnam), Hampton, VA, 
2/27-3/1, Dave Schill, (609) 410-5969; NMCB-1 
Seabees (All Eras), Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Peter 
Dowd, (781) 837-0393, mcb1reunion@verizon. 
net; NMCB-3 Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, 
Jeff Teeters, h20talk@yahoo.com; NMCB-5 
Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Felix Costa, 
(843) 655-0426; NMCB-6 Seabees, Hampton, VA, 
2/27-3/1, John Bevier, (231) 633-9450; NMCB-10 
Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Bill Annett, 
(619) 449-6742, seabeebill@cox.net; NMCB-23 
Seabees (All Eras), Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Dave 
Preston, (804) 512-7746, dpreston11@yahoo.com; 
NMCB-62 Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Price 
Richardson, price_richardson@howellmotors. 
com; NMCB-74 Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, 
Gordon Spence, (757) 464-5096, seabeeg@ 
aol.com; NMCB-121 Seabees, Hampton, VA, 
2/27-3/1, Mike Wilson, (317) 299-6242, wmike121@ 
sbcglobal.com; NMCB-133 Seabees, Hampton, 
VA, 2/27-3/1, Jim White, jimw133@aol.com; 
NSA Saigon Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, 
Dave Schill, (609) 410-5969; NSA/NSF DaNang 
Seabees, Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Jerry Hubbs, 
(502) 491-8794; Pawcatuck AD 108, Baltimore, 
4/23-27, David Willis, (623) 214-9835, dwshs53@ 
aol.com; President Monroe, Cruise, Jacksonville, 
FL, 5/2-7, Chuck Ulrich, (516) 747-7426, cfu115@aol. 
com; Radar Picket Ships (All YAGR, AGR), San 
Diego, 5/21-23, Harry Miller, (401) 724-7278, 
yagr@cox.net 



berships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. 

Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 

Rich DD/DDE 820, La Crosse, Wl, 4/22-25, George 
Hammes, (608) 526-4097, reunion2009@ussrich. 
org; Rich DD/DDE 820 (Cold War Era), La Crosse, 
Wl, 4/22-25, George Hammes, (608) 526-4097, 
reunion2009@ussrich.org; Seabee Team 1 024, 
Hampton, VA, 2/27-3/1, Don Kunz, (651) 468-1322, 
mnseabee1@msn.com; Thomas E. Fraser 
DM 24, Ocean City, NJ, 4/27-29, Lawrence 
Saxon, (412) 384-2775, lssedm24@aol.com; 
VF-92 "Silverkings" (1961-1965), Branson, 
MO, 4/30-5/3, John Michels, (763) 427-4077, 
micbears@email.com; Wahoo SS 565, Waikiki, 
HI, 4/16-19, Tom Young, (603) 362-5781, tank@ 
tomandshirleyyoung.com 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 6, DE: Arthur L. Craft, James Dalious 
Post 53, FL: Mary S.Holt 
Post 854, IL: James R. O'Connell 
Post 1, MN: Lynne G. Nottage, Frank Dinius 
Post 251, MN: James B. Brown, Thomas K. 
Juergens 

Post 87, WA: Kenneth H. Gardner, Eugene Hill 
Post 23, Wl: David A. Kurz 
Post 140, WV: Wetzel Fields 

IN SEARCH OF 

1st Bn 7th Div 1st Mar Div (Palalu Island, 1941), 

Tom Terhune, (330) 963-7692, jattatsays@ 

yahoo.com 
2nd Mar Air Wing/MCAS MARS 27 Sqdn 

(Cherry Point, June 1954-July 1956) & Parris 

Island Recruit Tng Pit 212 (July-Sept 1953), 

Thomas Atkinson, (570) 253-6366 
5th Seabees (Port Hueneme, CA & DaNang, 

Vietnam, 1968-1969), Curt Martens, 

martenscj@hotmail.com 
7th Rgt A, B, C & D Co, Bn 29, 30, 31 & 32, 

3189th Bn (Camp Crowder, MO, 1943-1944), 

Patricia Muehrer, (574) 772-5504 
8th & 1st Mar (1958-1961), John Reim, 

(856) 364-4626, jreim@aol.com 
8th Army Korea 937th FA B Btry (1952-1953), 

Ralph Landolfi, (215) 598-0657 
9th Inf Div, 9th Sig Corp (Fort Bragg, NC 

&French Morocco, Africa, 1941-1942), Robert 

L. Whitaker, (760) 367-0193, rlwdad@yahoo.com 
11th Ord Das Co (Fort Devens, MA 1954-1962), 

Lonas Kralik, (951) 679-3911, mslonas@ver.net 
25th FIS 5st1 FW (Korea, 1953-1954), Wayne 

Molitor, (715) 325-6612, wmolitor@solarus.net 
27th Div 105th Inf 1st Bn D Co (Okinawa 

& Japan, 1944-1946, Burton W. Housley, 

(972) 235-5602, jbhousley@sbcglobal.net 
31st Field Hosp (APO 33 Thailand, May 

1963-1964), Harold M. Bassett, (602) 996-0093, 

busbassett@aol.com 
111th Inf 28th Div G Co (Ogdensburg, NY, 

1939), Joseph DeFusco, (215) 288-1694 
133rd Seabees (Gulfport, MS & Vietnam, 

1969-1 972), Tom Davis, (574) 453-6838, 

heartfelt-designs@comcast.net 
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392nd Bomb Grp (Wendling AB, England, 

1944), William Siebert, (207) 234-2253, 

wsiebert54@aol.com 
439th A&E Maint Sqdn (Misawa AB, Japan, 

1965-1967), Larry Bradshaw, (713) 665-0738, 

joyceramig@sbcglobal.net 
587th Sig Co, 1st Sig BDE (Tayninh Base Camp, 

Vietnam, 1970), E. M. Peterson, (609) 877-3692 
734th Med Det (Coleman Barracks, 

Sandhofen, Germany, 1951-1953) &MRTC 

(Fort Sam Houston, 1950-1951), William 

Donovan, (239) 775-5322, wjodon@aol.com 
835th (EAB England, AFB, 1955) & 802nd EAB 

(Itazuki AFB, Iwo Jima, 1956-1957), Tony 

Duvall, (904) 373-0317 
3499th Mbl Tng Wing HQ Sqdn (Rantoul, 

III., Jan 1955-March 1958), Bill Rhodd, 

(276) 398-3786, va@embargmail.com 
6175th Radio Relay Sqd Project Inkstand 

(Korea, 1960-1970), Bert Watason, 

(336) 337-0554, wbert21446@aol.com 
Alert American Drivers (Fort Eustis, VA, 1952), 

Grp 1, 2 & 3, Gene Ruthruff, (360) 568-6273, 

gene718@aol.com 
Army RTC, (Camp Sibert, Gadsden, AL, 1943), 

Vince Meinhart, (570) 343-2520 
C Co 121st Sig Bn, 1st Inf Div (Dian Base Camp, 

Vietnam, 1969-1970), E. Mark Peterson, 

(609) 877-3692 
C Trp 1-8 Cav 1st Cal Div (Korea, Nov 1950-Dec 

1951) & B Trp 4th Cav 4th AD (Schwabach, 

Germany, Dec 1957-Aug 1966), Ted Groupe, 

(623) 476-7936 
D Co 1st Bn 58th Inf 196th Inf Bde 3rd 

USA, James Mayes, (561) 723-6185, 

mayesjames7@aol.com 
HQ 26th & 11th Arty Mar 1st Div (Vietnam, 

1967-1971), OP-1, 2, 3 &4, OP Eagle, OP 

Cmdr, Bob Babbitt, (503) 884-9748 



Kenner Ski Barges (YRBM 20 VN Grp 212, 
Vietnam, 1969-1970), Alan Stephens, 
(253) 630-9919, alan-nina@msn.com 

MACS 5 & 6 MCAS 6 (Beaufort, SC, 1 962-1 965), 
Ed Anderson, (419) 627-0971, edand@bex.net 

Pit 310 Q Co (Parris Island, SC, July 1958), 
William Davis, (585) 593-6783 

Recruit Pit 65 4th Bn (Parris Island, SC, 
Feb 1953), John Grabertiz, (610) 767-0733 

SCAWAF or 835th EAB (England AFB, 1955) 
& 802nd EAB (Itazuki AFB or Iwo Jima, 
1956-1957), Tony Duvall, (904) 373-0317 

USS Saratoga C VA 60 V3 Div (1 963-1 965), 
Jimmy Anselmo, (504) 454-5951, 
janselmo@bellsouth.net 

TAPS 

LaVerne C. Atkinson, Dept. of New York. Nat l 

Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1988-1997, Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2004-2007 
and Nat'l Trophies, Awards & Ceremonials 
Cmte. Rep. 1997-1998. 
Rheuben M. Hair Sr., Dept. of Florida Nat l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Memb. 1970-1972, Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1972-1973 
and 1980-1981, Dept. Cmdr. 1984-1985, Nat'l & 
Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1986-1987 and 

1992- 1997. Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1988-1989 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 

1993- 1994. 

William B. Hardin Jr., Dept. of Oklahoma Dept. 

Cmdr. 2003-2004, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 

2005-2007 and Nat'l Distinguished Guests 

Cmte. Vice Chmn. 2004-2005. 
William D. Horan, Dept. of New York. Nat'l 

Merchant Mar Cmte. Memb. 1968-1989, and 

Nat'l Merchant Mar Cmte. Chmn. 1974-1985 and 

1986-1987. 



William R. Huggard, Dept. of Florida. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1965-1966, Nat'l Rehabilitation Cmsn. 
Consultant 1968-1969 and Nat'l Children & 
Youth Cmsn. Memb. 1971-1972. 

Joseph Grant Kelly, Dept. of District of 
Columbia. Dept. Cmdr. 1978-1979, Nat'l 
Americanism Cmsn. Consultant 1979-1980, 
Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1980-1982, Nat'l 
Americanism Cmsn. Liaison Memb. 1983-1984, 
Nat'l Children & Youth Liaison Memb. 1982-1983 
and Nat'l Exec. Cmte. 1982-1984. 

John J. Lynch, Dept. of Michigan. Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. Memb. 1969-1970, Nat'l Legis. 
Cmsn. Memb. 1980-1989, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1975-1990, Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Vice 
Chmn. 1990-1992, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. 
Cmsn. Memb. 2005-2008, Nat'l Veterans Affairs 
& Rehab. Regional Chmn. 1997-1998, 2000-2001 
and 2003-2004, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. 
Regional Vice Chmn. 1996-1997, 1999-2000, 
2000-2001 and 2002-2003, and Nat'l Veterans 
Affairs & Rehab. Regional Memb. 1992-2005. 

Frank D. Riccardi, Dept. of New Jersey. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1975-1976, Nat'l Law & Order Cmte. 
Nat'l Cmdr.'s Rep. 1976-1982, Nat'l Homeland 
Sec. & Civil Preparedness Chmn. 1982-1984, 
Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1983-1990, Nat'l & 
Homeland Sec. Vice Chmn. 1985-1989 and Nat'l 
Sec. Cmsn. Memb. 1989-2007. 

Charles D. Tracy, Dept. of New Hampshire. Nat'l 
Veterans Preference Cmte. Memb. 1962-1963, 
Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Memb. 1963-1964 
and 1965-1966, Nat'l Mbrshp & Post Activ. 
Cmte. Memb. 1964-1965 and 1967-1972, Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1966-1967, Dept. 
Cmdr. 1971-1972, Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 1972-1979, Nat'l Foreign Relations 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1988-1992, Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cmsn. Memb. 1992-2004 and Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cmsn. Consultant 2004-2008. 



Restore 
Intimacy 



Discreet | Simple | Spdntanedus | Reliable 



The Revolutionary New 

Vacurect 1 



If your relationship has suffered because of Erectile Dysfunction 

(ED) for any of the following: 

Diabetes Prostate Cancer 

High Blood Pressure Vascular Disease 

Medications Aging Process 

Lifestyle Habits Spinal Cord Injury 

The Vacurect™ Vacuum Erection Device offers a solution which is 

non-invasive and has NO side effects with over a 96% success rate. 



Approved by Medicare & Most Insurance 




Call today 
TOLL-FREE! 
877-266-7699 

B0NR0 Medical Inc. 

4490 Washington Rd., 
Bldg. 100, Suite 16 
Evans, GA. 30809 

Visit our website: 
www.bonro.com 



□ Yes, I would like to receive a free patient information kit. 

Name 

Address 

City 



_State . 



.Zip. 



Phone 

Email 

Please fax (706) 210-4740 or mail completed coupon to: 
BONRO Medical: P.O. Box 1880 Evans, GA 30809 AL.11.0 




LEGION SHOPPER 




The American Legion 
Legacy Scholarship 





Why Buy Your American Flags 
from The American Legion? 



Send your tax-deductible contributions to: 

The American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 



CLASSIFIED 



APPAREL 



JUMPSUITS - large selection. Also warmup suits. 
Catalog, (800) 397-3086, www.myjumpsuit.com. 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip™" clip. Catalog, (800) 
700-451 5, www.suspenders.com. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

MONEY FROM HOME, (740) 405-51 59. 
CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARPS 

CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com. 

COINS & COLLECTIBLES 

DISCOUNT COINS, (21 2) 567-621 3. Call 24/7. 
EDUCATION & INSTRUCTION 

HEARING LOSS? www.lipreading.com. 

GIFTS 

WWW.URGIFT4U.COM. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

OXYGEN USERS: Enjoy freedom to travel! Oxlife's 
lightweight, American-made oxygen concentrators 
produce 1-6LPM continuously. For home, car, even 
overseas. (800) 780-2616, www.oxlifeinc.com. Offer- 
ing autumn special package. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 



www.BeholdJesus.org. 



BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Stamina-Rx. Two tablets $5, 
30 tablets $44.95. (800)458-1613. 

CIGARETTES. Affordable prices. Call (888) 542-6846. 

PERSONALS 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931 ) 879-4625. 

REAL ESTATE 

MANUFACTURED COMMUNITY HOMES in Flor- 
ida. New/pre-owned. Financing available, (480) 
272-4494. 

WANTED 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766. 

BANJOS, (800) 451-9728. 



SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 



70 



7 



Right Price 

Shop and compare. Our prices are the best. 
Right Purpose 

Proceeds go directly to benefit your local 
community. . . not to corporate profits! 

Your Flag purchase directly funds the 
successful programs of The American 
Legion Family. 

• The American Legacy Scholarship 
Fund program 

• Family Support Network 

• Temporary Financial Assistance 

• Helping Veterans obtain VA health, 
disability, educational, and 
financial assistance 

• Children &Youth educational 
programs, emphasizing citizenship 
& patriotic values 




Why buy anywhere else? 

And all our Flags are 
proudly made in the USA! 

American Legion Flag & Emblem 

888-453-4466 

www.emblem.legion.org 



I 



Right Price. Right Purpose. 

American Flags American Legion 




• HAT PINS 

m 

LU 
X 

o 

i 



MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 



Order Now For 
Chistmas Delivery 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-1108, 
Hannibal MO 63401. |codeA-no8| 



www.ClassicRings.coi 



LEADING IN SERVICE AND PRICE SINCE 1999 



Cialis LEVITRA 




Hearing Aids! Free Catalog 




P O Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 

NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 
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Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative 
Without Prescription! 

(30 tabs) - blue 100mg $89.95 
(60 tabs) - Save $40.00 $129.95 
(90 tabs) - Save $70.00 $179.95 
Order Today 24 HR Order Line! 
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

1-866-611-6891 



TOLL 
FREE 



or Send Check or M.O. To: 
RE. LABS, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703 



www.usaveonpills.com 



Put cramp* to rest 
—so you can rest m 

America's #1 OTC 

leg cramp medicine: 
Hyland's Leg Cramps 
with Quinine 




WANTED 

If you have the similar 
paintings to above, 
collected in Korea 
please contact Youngju. 
blueskyseoul@gmail.com 
KP0 Box 3, Seoul, Korea 
Fax+82 2 848 0004 




It's Time to Put 
it on the Wall 

Get Your 

FREE *•(§)•* 
Catalog Jg 
Today! 

Medals. Badges, Qf |2 
Displays K Hats, WfS J jj 
Patches, Shi rts f & ' '■!. 



HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL P.O. BOX 7355, R0CKF0RD, IL61126 
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com 
NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 





■aSS? 1-800-486-1651 

Shop www.usmedals.com 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



fFREE COLOR CATALOG! 
FREE SHIPPING! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 I 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 
| WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



the PERFECT GIFTfor 

Retirement, Christmas... 



When the day is more i « 

important than the hour... DaVWOCKS 

• Continuously moving 
day hand 

• 9 %" diameter 

• $39.95 + s&h 

• In Oak or Mahogany 

• Is someone always 
asking what day it is? 



To order visit or call 

dayclocks.com 866/329-2562 



Tell The World YOU Served 

Military Rings- All Branches 

1000's of styles to choose from 
starting at $199 

T J Jewelry 

857 E. White Mountain Blvd. 
Pinetop,AZ 85935 
1-800-544-9706 www.tjjewelry.com 



2 SEAT BIKE 

DRIVES LIKE A CAR 

• Easy to Pedal 

• Multi-Speed 

• 1,2 &4Seaters 

• Optional Electric MotorV 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 3386 • www.4wc.com/3386 

Dept. 3386 • 125 Rhoades Lane 
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 






Moving? 

Legion members can save on 
Real Estate, Mortgage and Moving! 



• Professional Moving Services 

with discounts on long distance moving. 

ALLIED northAmerican, 

1.800.871.8864 1.800.524.5533 

• Expert Real Estate Services 

plus up to $1 ,000 or more in 
cash rewards. 

• Easy Mortgage Financing 

with great rates and $300 closing reward. 

Home Benefits 

1.866.813.3620 
http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 

Allied Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 076235 
North American Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 070851 



FREE BROCHURE 



IMPOTENCE 
SOLVED 



COVERED BY MEDICARE 

If you have Medicare or 
Insurance, you may be eligible 
to receive the NEW Encore 
Deluxe Erection System at 
little or no cost. The NEW 
Encore Deluxe System has both 
a manual and battery pump. 

RATED #1 BY UROLOGISTS 

Encore is the only manufacturer 
that offers both pumps as one 
Deluxe System. 

For more information call: 

1-800-475-3091 

encCTf 



RHOflPC/CRR 



7696 15th St. E. • Sarasota, FL 34243 



NOVEMBER 2008 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 



It used to be that only death and taxes 
were inevitable. Now, of course, there's 
shipping and handling, too. 

A YOUNG GIRL was watching her father, 
a pastor, write a sermon. "How do you 
know what to say?" she asked. 

"Why, God tells me," he replied. 

"Then why do you keep crossing 
things out?" 



TIPS FOR MANAGERS AND BOSSES 

■ Never give me work in the morning. 
Always wait until 4 p.m., then bring it 
to me. The challenge of a deadline is 
refreshing. 

■ If it's really a "rush job," run in and interrupt 
me every 10 minutes to inquire how it's going. 
That helps. 

■ Always leave without telling anyone where 
you're going. It gives me a chance to be creative 
when someone asks where you are. 

■ If you give me more than one job to do, don't 
tell me which is the priority. Let me guess. 

■ Do your best to keep me late. I like the office 
and have nowhere to go or anything to do. 

■ If a job I do pleases you, keep it a secret. 

■ If you don't like my work, tell everyone. I like 
my name to be popular in conversation. 

■ If you have special instructions for a job, don't 
write them down. In fact, save them until the 
job is almost done. 

■ Tell me all your little problems. No one else has 
any and it's nice to know someone is less 
fortunate. 





up? 



"You used to come to bed looking sexy. What happened?" 



7 Wi 



"Go ahead - I'm listening." 



"Greetings! I'm your fairy godlawyer." 

A HUSBAND AND WIFE were at a party chatting 
with some friends when the subject of marriage 
counseling came up. 

"Oh, we'll never need that. My husband and 
I have a great relationship," the wife explained. 
"He was a communications major in college, and 
I majored in theatre arts. He communicates real 
well, and I just act like I'm listening." 

A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER asked her children 
to take some time on Sunday afternoon to write 
letters to God and bring them the next week. One 
boy wrote, "Dear God - We had a good time at 
church today. Wish you could have been there." 

"THE GOVERNMENT claims that it has the smog 
that Beijing is notorious for under control, but 
here's how bad it really is. They say if Snoop Dogg 
rolled down the window of his limo, smoke would 
pour in." - Jimmy Kimmel 
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Asbestos 
JPancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



